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PREFACE. 



I HAVE given to this pnbliGatioo tbe Title which it beari, be«< 
eauae it is the true one, and correctlj indicates its nature and de« 
sign. The use which has been made of the groundless comfriaints 
and accusations of Miss Hank ah Adams, by my adversaries in 
this- controversy, has undoubtedly led to this publication ; and 
the RevoltUion in the religious character of Harvard College, is 
the prominent event, which has imparted so much importance to 
these con^Iaints, as to justify it. This will be considered, as it 
is in fact, a strange association of things ; and the correctness of 
my thus connecting theni will doubtless be called in question. 
Evidence of such connection, h<»irever, sufficient to satisfy on-* 
prejudiced minds, will be found in the following pages. Had 
there been no such revolution in tbe College^ or no ^apposition to 
it-— no publication at the time concerning it, on my part ; the pub- 
He would never have heard of any of these complamts and accti^ 
sations of Miss Adams. They would have been, for a short time^ 
perhaps, topics of remark among a few of her particular friends ; 
been explained and amicably terminated at the period of their 
occurrence, and have passed silently down the tide of time, with 
tbe events of every day. This is my opinion ; and if I do not 
misjudge, this will be the opinion of all who shall have impartially 
examined the evidence contained in thrs book. If so, such cod* 
Bection of these complaints with the revolution in the College ; 
and, I may add, with the religious controversy of the prelient 
timeSf as I have stated, is proved ; for no othet contemporary 
evients can be named, which could have imparted to these com* 
plaints the importance which they have possessed. 

Besides, this deep and ingenious policy of assailing thfe prin- 
ciples of the orthodox, by attempting to fix a stigma on. their 
moral character, is notxiriginal. It has been borrowed from the 
Arians of the fourth century. It is precisely the mode of attack 
which they devised and pursued against the orthodox of their 
times. 

The Arians, at the period alluded to, according* to Milnen 
^' opposed the real faith of Christ," by charging its advocates and 
defenders with the most heinous crimes ; and *^ enmity to the 
doctrine of the Trivity/' prompted these chargeik^ Enmity 
to the same doctrine, it will appear, has prompted to the charges^ 
which J have thought it niy duty here to expose before the pub- 
lic. 

* See p; ISO, itl, of tlui pmaplilet. 



I am aware of the alarm which the title of this book will extiief 
and iti contents pejpfaaps increase ; and of the cry that will be 
raised against me, by many voices, on account of what they will 
cally an attack vpan the CoUege. I was once before charged witb 
the same offence, at the time when I found it necessary publii kly 
to repel the calumnies, which were propagated concerning me, on 
account of the interest I took in the election of Professor Ware. 
But in neither case is th^ charge well founded. The design' of 
both pamphlets is the same ; the vindication of my own char- 
acter agajnst unworthy and malignant attacks ; and this in order 
to vindicate the trtUhSy which these attacks were intended to 
discredit. Neither can give just offence to the real friends of 
the College. So far as they relate to that Institution, their 
object is,' to expose what are conceived to be very important and 
, dangerous errora in its administfation ; to point the pubUc eye 
to the perversion of its funds ; to the change in its reiigioiiB char- 
acter ; and fo excite ajusi and necessary alarpi, in respect to the 
consequences of these changes upon the state of religion and 
morals, withi& the sphere of its influei|ce.^ These are the ends 
I have in view to accomplish ; and no other. I am the friend 
of that ancient and venerable Institution, as it was in the days 
of President Willard, and during the long line of his prede- 
cessors, from the beginning ; as I am the friend of the present 
Constitution of the United States, as it was administered by the 
imoiprtal Washin&tov. But the changes which have taken place 
in the administration^ both of the one, and of the other, I can 
never approve ; becfause in both cases, I consider these changes 
radically wrong, and destructive of the best int€ft*ests of the church 
and the country. The cases are parallel, and the effects ulti- 
mately the same* If then I should be asked, by the advocates 
of the. changes alluded to, as 1 have been indeed, why I do not 
"rally round the Collegei" and join in support of the measures 

* The following observations of Mr. Milneb* who was a competent judge in the 
ease, are in point to show the nature of these consequences. 

*'The inflfueifee of anti-evangelical doctrines on the practice, is but too evident. 
Those who espouse them, -if preserved in rectitude of moral conduct, are among 
ourselv^es at thu day the proudest dt men. Even when they attempt to be humble) 
the power of pride breaks forth, and bears down all beft)re It. They feel sufficient for 
sny thing; no subject of religion is too hard for their understandings. In' all dispu- 
table questions* they are sure to decide in that way which most gratifies vain glory 
and self conceit The ministers of this stamp, however low and limited i& capacity 
and education, are continually exercising the most unbounded, and often the most 
ridiculous arrogance. They are apt to wonder that the common people have no ears 
for them ; they do not consider that they themselves have no voice for the people* 
The views of God, of Christ«afKt1iuman nature, which they exhibit, suit not the vulgar 
taste, ^hey contradict experience ; and it is not to be wondered at. that those of theip 
hearers who have any reasonable modesty, and the least tincture of humility, cannot 
relish their discourses, because the only food which is adapted to the taste of a miser- 
able sinner, is not mimatered to them. Deserted by the populace, they betake them' 
' selves to the great. The favour of a few of the higher rank compensates to them the 
want of regard from the multitude; and if Ihey cannot boast of numerous congrega' 
tions, they console themselves at leiut with the thought, that theirs are genteel. \%K 
I. p. 505. 
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•fits present gorernment ? I ask them in turn, whjr tbej do not 
rally round the national government, and support the measarea 
of the present administration? The reply they would make to 
this question, is my reply to theirs. In neither case, is there any 
hostility or disaifection manifested toward the Institutions tbem-« 
selves; but only toward the measures of those who adoiinister 
their affairs. The rights and duties of the minority » in both caneSt 
I consider the same. If it be correct for the minority in the 
government of the United States, to expose and counteract, with 
all their strength, such measures of the majority, as they think 
ruinous to the country; for the same reasons, it is correct for the 
minority in the government of the University, to expose and 
counteract, with all their ability and influence, such meafures of 
the majority, as they conscientiously consider to be subversive 
of the vital interests of religion. In neither of these cases, pro* 
vided their opposition is made with decency and a proper spirit, 
are the minority to be considered, as acting an unfriendly part 
toward the respective InstilutionSf the administration of which 
only their opposition is intended to afiect. On this ground I take 
my stand. I am a sincere and unalienable friend to the College, 
as it was in its origin, and design, and as it continued to be, till 
the death of President Willahd. I am decidedly opposed to 
the revolution in the rel^ious character of this Institution, 
which has since been effected^ and to th6 measures which have 
been subsequently adopted to perpetuate this change, and to di- 
rect the whole influence of the College against the very doctrines 
which it was founded to support. Though the opposers of this 
revolution^ and of these measures, are at present the minority 
in the government of this important Institution, I have strong 
confidence, that the time is not far distant, when they will have 
the majority on their side* Then, under the direction of a good 
Providence, a purified administration will bring back this send* 
nary of science, with all its accumulated wealth and scientific im- 
provements^ to its primitive foundation, and consecrate its whole 
influence once more, sincerely and honestly^^^ to Christ akd 
THB Church.'* 

The peculiar circumstances In which I make this publication, 
render it necessary that I should state explicitly my design. 
And it is, I can assure the public, less to vindicate myself , than 
the truth; and the /ormer only for the sake of the la4ter. The 
attacks made on my reputation, I consider as aimed nlUmately 
at the doctrines, which I defend. I repel these personal attacks 
in defence of these doctrines. If my reputation only had been 
afiected by these slanderous attacks, I should have borne them 
in silence, as unworthy of public notice. If, therefore, personal 
disputes are miqgled in this controversy, it is not my work, but 
that of my adversaries. I am constrained to take things as I find 
them. I must act according to circumstances. I am permitted ia 
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this contest to choosey neither the ground, nor tike modoi nor thu 
iveanouBf of warfare. Could I have had my choice in these 
things, I would have had no ambush contention ; no CambyBtaim 
managenvent \^ the place of action should have been the of»<a| 
field ; the grounds of the contest should have been frankly, 
stated, and clearly understood. Fair arguments should hav0 
been the only weapons used on either side. Nothing dishonour-* 
able, or mean, or cowardly should have disgraced the conflict. 

It has ever been among the arts of error to ^^atrikef but to 
conceal the hand;" to put forward oaienslble causes, to cover 
the real ones ; to hold out false colours ; to ascribe the conduct 
of those who dare to expose error, to unworthy motives. Such 
is the precise nature of the present controversy. To clear 
away the extraneous matter, which has been ingeniously mingled 
in it, for the purpose of disguising its real nature, has been a 
principal object of this Appeal. The public will perceive from 
the documents before them, that this is not a contest, on the 
part of Dr. Parish and myself, with Miss Adams, Attempts 
, will doubtless be made, for obvious purposes, so to represent 
it. An intelligent public, however, will easilj see through the 
artifice; and in the light of the evidence herein exhibited, dis* 
I * cern clearly the parties actually engaged in managing this contro- 

versy, and the real points which divide them. 

Another object, which I have had in view, in making this AppeaJ» 
has been to expose the spirit of the opposers of the orthodox faith ; 
the spirit which is naturally produced by every suchdefection from 
the faith, as has recently taken place in this region* For this pur* 
pose I have submitted to the tedious labour of exhibiting audi 
tracing the protean shapes, and operations, in which this spirit 
has made itself visiblcf in the managment of Mids Adams's com« 
plaints. 

I am warned that this publication will raise a formidable host 
against me, combining wealth, talents and influence. Be it so* 
With this same host, in ambush^ I have been forced to contend, 
in self defence, for the last nine years. The only change ^whicll 
this publication will produce, in regard to myself, and which it is 
its principal design to effect, will be, to deprive this host of their 
shelter f and of their unmanly weapjons ; and to compel them to show 
themselves in proper armour # in the open field. It this object shall 
have been effected, I shall have no fears as to the issue of this con« 
test, let the opposing host be ever so formidable* . Besides, if the 
I cause which I am defending by this publication, is the cause of 

truth and of Ood, it cannot be overthrown. The Lord of hosts 
will defend and support those, who honestly engage to vindicate 
it, and will ultimately give them the victory. If I am deceived, 
and it is not His cause, I pray that it may not prosper. In any 
event, therefore, I shall be contented. 

* See p. li. Note* 
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If I dioold dare publicUy to Tiodicate myself against the slan* 
deroQs attacks made oo my charactery in consequence of the 
complaints of Miss Adams, I hare been threatened to mj face, 
with an attack from ** a hundred pens» wielded by as many able 
kapds, to write me dotvnJ* But this threat has produced in me 
no misgivings ; no fear ; knowing as I do, that one pen, with the 
Messing of God, is able to defend a good causey against the at- 
tacks ol an hundred, even should they be wielded with the ut- 
most human skill, and every one of them be dipt in gall. The 
defense of this cause* howeyer, is not left to a single pen. A 
host is prepared for the conflict, whenever it shall seriously com- 
mence. 

I am told this publicatbn will probably provoke io an invest!- 
^tion, and to an exposure of other, and private, transactions of my 
life^ which, though they may have no immediate connection with 
the subjects now in controversy, will yet be brought up, distorted 
and misrepresented, for the purposes merely of wounding my 
feelings and character, and giving me the labour of a continued 
defence. That some of my advicrsaries are capable of descend" 
ing to such a course of conduct, I have good reason to believe^ 
trem what they have already done in this way.^ Whether they 
will ehoose to pursue this course in ftiture, remains fo be known, 
if they should; though I will never sanction with my consent 
^d approbation a practice, which I think unjilst and tyrannical, 
t violation of every correct principle, and subversive of the or- 
der and harmony of society ; yet, in my own ieaae, I will even siA*- 
ant to be interrogated by my adversaries in this controversy, on 
this self-evidently just condition, that fliey shall submit them- 
aelves to be interrogated by me, in turn, on their religious opin- 
ions ; OB the manner in which they have attempted to propagate 
tikem ; the means they have used for tius purpose ; on the man- 
agement of their official and their private affairs ; and on Aeir 
personal truth. If they will yield to tiiis, I w3l consent, on my 
part, ta answer any qiieetions they may think proper to ask, with 
^ n^pect to my character, my 4>flkial or ptivate tran6acti€ms, and- 
an every other subject, which cau accuse me, from my birth to 
this day. If this cmutition be refiiaed, the equity of the^ eon- 
duct I leave to the judgment of the impartial public.f 

lam aware :aftte delicate and responatfale situation an which 
I am placedf in eooaequence of the peculiar nature of this eontro- 
Tessjr It has not been an easy task to Asengage my self from 
llie tc^ iQff my ufly adversaries* |t has given me much pain* io 
be obliged, in my own defence, and for the defence, as I conceive^ 
of the truth, to speak of Miss Adams in the manner I have done 
in this Appeal. Whether or not her conduct will justify' me in 

* See p. 77, Note. 

I For the hint, and in grett pert for the IsBgiiagei of the foregoiDg prtpoiaU I am 
iasehted to tiie late Dr. WiTBaairoojb 
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so doing, I am willing the public should judge, upon the evidence 
that is, or may hereafter be, before them. It has been trj- 
iog to my feelings to speak of myself so ofteny and in the way I 
have been constrained to do, in* the circumstances in which 
I have been placed : and perplexing also, to know how to feel 
and to express myself, in reference to the contumelious treatment 
of some of my adversaries. . . 

The decision, or, to speak more correctly, the indecision of the 
BefereeSf has created for me much solicitude and perplexity. 
Bespect for their characters, their talents, and offices, constrains 
me to bear in silence the very painful effects, which have result- 
ed from the ambiguous and indefinite manner in which they have 
chosen to express themselves in their Award, and in all their subse- 
quent communications on the subject. The reader is requested 
to examine, vfiih particular attenHonj thes^ documents, in connec- 
tion w^th the explanations which accompany them. On this head, 
I have only to add, that I have honestly and conscientiously en-* 
deavoured to do what appeared to be my duty^ in respect to 
Miss Adams. I shoulcf have been glad, at any time, to have 
ll>een generous to her ; to have given her, (though in my opinion, 
and that of my most judicious friends, I have done her no in- 
justice whatever,) the full amount of her own demands ; the full 
amount even of th^ extravagant demands of Mr. Hioginsow j"^ 

Provided Miss Adams, the Referees, and my adversaries would 
ave permitted me thus to have done, consistently with a dus 
respect for my own character^ as a man and a Christian^ 

Finally, In. the very trying circumstances in which I have been 
placed, I have sought wisdom to direct me, superior to my own, 
superior to all that is human ; and have endeavoured, discreetly 
and justly, to mingle prudence and fidelity, severity and gen- 
tleness, in the course which I have pursued, in my defence. 
Ill every step, I have aimed to keep a conscience void of <^- 
fence toward Uod and toward men. 

, The effects of this publication cannot be foreseen. As they 
flhall respect myself personally , I have no solicitude. As they 
may affect the interests of reliecion, 1 hope they may be such, as I 
can contemplate, not only without self reproach, but with satis- 
fection. 

In conducting this arduous, delicate, and perplexing controv-er- 
ay, involving such a variety of interests and characters, 1 have 
been governed by a maxim of one of the wisest of our living 
statesmen*! ^* Do tour d9tt, and leavb to GOD thb corse- 

IIUBVOES." 

Chablsstown, ilfav5, 1814. 

• Page 80. t Got. Jav. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



To assist the Reader to forni a correct idea of this contro- 
Teinj, and for^thls purpose to read understandingly the follow- 
ing muigled mass of documents^ a few preliminary Remarks are 
oecessarj. 

The events and transactions which gave rise to this contro- 
versy, are of the ordinary class, such as take place every day, 
without interrupting or impairing, especially for any length of 
time, the friendly intercourse of life. They have derived, as I 
conceive, all their importance and influence to injure my repu- 
tation, from misapprehension, and misrepresentation of them, 
by persons moving in the higher walks of life, from palpable 
falsehoods 'growing out of them ; and from coexisting circum* 
stances, which doubtless, in some instancesy promptedrto these 
misrepresentations and falsehoods; and in others prepcrred the 
.way for the too favourable reception of them. It is thus that 
these things have acquired an importance and influence, to injure 
reputation, which have, seemed to demand and justify the no- 
tice they have received. Ordinarily, such calumnies are best 
confuted by disregard and silence. And this course many of 
my judicious and highly valued friends have advised me to pur- 
sue in the preifent case, from the, perhaps too flattering, consider- 
ation that any vindication against such slanders, on my part, was 
altogether unnecessary. I have dissected from these friends^in 
this opinion with reUictance and diffidence. I have honestly 
believed that the existing state of things imperiously demanded 
from me this public Appeal. Events will show whether or not I 
have judged wisely. I make no claims f o infallibility. The fol- 
lowing advice of the celebrated Chry sostom, to his brethren in 
the ministry, in my opinion is judicious and worthy of regard. 

'^ As for groundless and unreasonable accusations (for such a 
Christian bishop must expect to meet with) it is not right either 
excessively to fear them, or absolutely to despise them. He 
should rather endeavour to stifle them, be they ever so false, and 
the authors of them ever so despicable j f<H* both a good and a bad 
report is increased by passing through the hands of the multitude, 
who are not accustomed to examine, but to propagate every 
thing they hear^ whether true or false. Therefore we are not to 
despise them, but to nip those evil surmises in the bud; speak 
friendly to those who raise them^ be their characters ever so 
bad J omit nothimg, that may remove this wrong impression of 
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X IKTROBCOTIOir. 

U8. And if, afler all, they ptrsist to defame ua^ we may then de* 
spise them." 

It is not easy so to place the Reader, so to surround him witii 
the circumstances in which the events and transactions alluded to 
took place, as to enable him to form a correct opinion concerning^ 
them ; and some of them, which have had no small influence in 
this controversy, I am constrained, from particular considerations^ 
to leave wholly out of sight. The following facts and their dates, 
however, will assist the reader, who knows how to Estimate their 
importance, and consequences^ to understand the Tollowing doc- 
uments. 

1. Early after my settlement in this place, during the last half 
of the year 1789, 1 was {tt^tdtou^Ii/ sounded, as to my senti- 
ments concerning the doctrineof the Trinity; and subsequent* 
ly gave serious offence to some of my brethren in the Ministry, 
by preaching a course of sermons on that controverted subject^ 
at the Thursday lecture. This was followed by a concerted plan 
to attack my Geography, which was j>ar/iat/j^ executed in the 
Summer of 1793, by the Rev. Or. Freeman, in a pamphlet which 
he at that time published, containing "Remarks," on that WQrk.^ 
Opposition to this work has since shown itself in many ways, 
which it is not necessary here to state. 

2. The series of great political events, which commenced 
about this time, (1793) connected as they were with the alarm- 
ing spread of infidelity in our country, swallowed up many import- 
ant differences on other points, and combined all good patriots 
and professed Christians, in one grand effort to save their country ,t 
and to defend the great outworks of their common Christianity. 
During tliis very interesting period, which lasted till about the 

Ji^ear 1804, persecution, from the sources whence it had previous- 
y, and has subsequently proceeded, in a great measure ceased. 
So long as measures of common concern were pursued— ^measures 
which were consonant to the views and promotive of the designs 
of my present opppsers, so long I received their • support and 
their civil and respectful treatment. In all this period of ten or 
twelve years, of constant and intimate intercourse, when it is be- 
lieved my dispositions and character were the same and as fully 
disclosedf as th^y have since been, not a whisper of any thing like 
the charges which have since been made, ever came to my ear* 
Judging from the opinions and treatment of my adversaries, there 
must have suddenly taken place an almost total change in m^ 
disposition and habits of life, jt{8t at the timet when my opjtost- 
Hon commenced to their favourite project of taken possession of 
the College, for the purpose of making it an engine to establish 

• That this puhlic vindication of the Trinity, with some other facts of the same 
nature, particularly the exposure of a mutilated edition of Watts's Divine Songs, oe- 
oasioned tbit attack upon my Geograpliy^ I luid e?idence at tht time to Mti^ ^7 
own mind. 
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^< liberal and raRonal Christianity^^^ on the ruins of the Ortho^ 
dox faiths In such circumstances, to attribute to me bo suddea 
and great a change of character, wa9 not indeed very confiisfent 
ivith the theory of liberal m^^ but is entirely consistent with 
their practice. 

3. In September, 1804, the '< Compendious History of New* 
Englandy^ which is the ostensible ground of this controversy, 
was published by Dr. Parish and myself, in (he circumstancei 
stated in their place. 

4. About this period commenced, in the newspapers, the con- 
troversy on the subject of filling the vacancy in the chair of 
Hollis Professor of Divinity in Harvard College. The question, 
which divided the parties in this controversy was, what should be 
the religious faith of the candidate ? One party contendedihat he 
must, in conformity to the statutes of the founder, be *^ sound or 
orthodox^^ in his religious faith ; or, in other words, of the faith 
of his predecessors in office, and of the founders of the College ; 
and that other considerations, particularly the existing state of 
parties in the Commonwealth, imperiously demanded, that a Pro- 
fessor of such a character, should be chosen* The other party 
gave a different interpretation to these statutes, and contended 
that a man of different, and more liberal opinions, might consist- 
ently be elected, and that it was now expedient to choose such 
a man. 

5. Professor Ware was accordingly elected to his present office 
of Hollis Professor of Divinity in Harvard College, Feb. 14f 1805« 

6. The Proposals for publishing the Panoplisi^ were issued 
the beginning of April, following, and the first number of that 
work appeared in June 1805. 

7. In August 1805, the story of the manuscript, as it is call* 
ed, or of my having received and dishonourably used Miss 
Adams's MS. abridgment of her History, originated and began 
its circulation. 

8. In March 1806, Rev. Dr. Pearsok resigned his office of 
Professor in the University at Cambridge. This was among the 
first fruits of the Revolution in the religious character of the Col- 
lege.'*^ 

9. Immediately after the resignation of Dr. Pearsoit, the 
plan of a Theological Institution at Andover, began to be the 
subject of conversation, which issued in its final establishment 
and organization in its present form, in the autumn of 1 808. The 
design of this Institution was mistakenly considered, as unfriend- 

* AmoDg the reasons which he asaigned to the Orerseers, for resigning his office, 
were the Allowing— 

*< Sach a gloom is spread over the University, and saeh is my view of its' internal 
state and external relations, and of its radical and constitntionalmaladies* as to alarm, 
all my fears, and exclude the hope of rendering any esaenUal serrice to tht interests 
of reAi^ton by continuiog my conneotiou with it." 
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ly to the interests and prosperity of Harvard College. On this 
ground it was opposed, with much zeal and bitterness ; and its pro. 

1'ectors and patrons were unjustly considered and treated, as 
lostile to the Universitj, particularly by gentlemen who have 
since been foremost in the ranks of my adversaries. 

With these events and their dates in his mind ; and a knowl* 
edge, that I took a very deep interest in the success of those plans 
,which have been mentioned ; and also of the persons, connections 
and influence of my accusers, the Reader will readily account 
for what he will find in the following pages ; nor will he be at a 
loss how to estimate the weight and importance of the complaints 
and charges herein exhibited against me. 
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APPEAL, &c. 



The following "appeal to the public," which brings into 
view the leading topics embraced in the long and frivo- 
lous controversy, the details of which are developed in 
the following pages) appeared in the centinel of march 
2d. 1814. 

Rev. Dr. MORSE'S APPEAL. 

IN admitting this Ax>p«al ioto the CenUnel, we wish to have it distioctly understood, 
that we are no party whatever to the subject in dispute. But Dr, Morte, having 
expressed himself as greatly injured, and appealing to owr independence, as well as 
impartiaUtyt to admit his Appeal, we pledged ourselves to comply with his request ; 
with this understandin|f, that should any reply, with real names, be made of equal 
length to his Appeal, it should also appear in the Centinel; and that after these 
two articles had been g^ven, no more on the aubjeet should be admitted into our 
pages. These remarks, we trust, will be satisfactory to aU, as it respects our- 
selves / and we doubt not it would be more consonant to the feelings of the great 
majority of the friends of both parties, should they give their future remarks in the 
form of M, pamphlet. Editor of the Centinel, 

TO THE PUBLIC. 

IN August) 180J^, a stbrj originated in Cambridge from one of 
the studetits of the Colloge, who declared he l^d it from IMiss 
Hannah Adams* herself» of the following purport, vis, ''That 
Miss H. Adams, having abridged her Summary 8vo. History of" 
New-England, published in 1799, put her MS. into my hands 
for my inspection, as a friend ; that while it was in my posses- 
sion* T, without her knowledge or consent, made an abstract of 
its contents, or culled from it such articles as she had obtained 
from old MS. records with great labour, at the expense of her 
eyesight; that having done this, I retui'ned her MS. with my. 
approbation of it, and advised her to publish it ; that from mate- 
rials so dishonourably obtainedf Dr. Parish and myself immedi- 
ately compiled a work similar to her MS. abridgment ; and pub- 
lished it before Miss A. was able to put hers to the press, and 
thus in fad, if not in design, interfered with the sale of hers, 
thwarting her reasonable expectations of gain, and ungenerously 
encroaching on her rights." • 

This story, so injurious to my reputation, though promptly 
and fully contradicted by Miss Adams herself, in her letter to 
Dn Holmjbs, of Sept. 1805, and very many times by myself and 
others ; strange as it may well seem, has ever since been in cir- 
culation extensively through New-England, especially in Boston 
and vicinity ; and is still repeated and believed ; and that too, 
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chiefijr among the supporters and particular friends of Miss 
Adams, where, it mignt have been expected, it would long ago 
have been effectually contradicted ; so inveterate and obstinate 
is the spirit which prompted, and which has fostered, this con« 
venient and ingeniously contrived calumny. In these circum-^ 
stances, having tried, in vain, all other expedients, an appeal to 
the laws of my country only excepted, to vindicate my charac- 
^r, I am reluctantly constrained, at length, in this public manner, 
to declare, that the story above related is a shesr fabrica* 
<riON; that IT contains not a binols partici^e of tri^tii, 

Tl|e facts concerning this Compendious History of New-En- 
gland, whjch the story represents, as for substance a plagiarism 
from Miss Adams's MSt Abridgment, are aH follows : The body 
of this work, at the request of Mr. DobsoNi of Philadelphia, was 
prepared for his edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica, and was 
published, in a supplement to that work, about the year 18Q2. 
At the suggestion of Judge Da,vis, and by the particular appro- 
bation and advice of other respectable gentlemen in Boston, with 
the consent of Mr. Dobson, it was published the beginning of 
Sept. 1804, in its present form, to aid the professed design of 
^' The Feast of Shells^^* vis, to cl^erisf^ the memory of our pious 
forefathers^ and prompt the rising gen^raifion to imitate their 
virtues* I knew not, until after all this, unt|l about a fortnight 
after our Compendious History was advertised for sale, that 
Miss A. had ever contemplated abridging her 8vo. history. She 
then herself, in the only interview I ever had with her on this subr 
ject, informed me, that she had ^* sketched a plan of such an 
abridgment for schools; *<and asked me,'' whether I was willing she 
pihpuld publish such a book V* I promptly answered that I was 
perfectly willing; and she afterward wrote to Dr. Parish on the 
subject, and received from him a satisfactory answer. In comr. 
piling puF Compendious History, no use was made of Miss 
Adams's Summary 8vo. history, published four years before, 
pther than was perfectly consistent with the strictest propriety 
and honour, as the works themselves will evince to any one who 
wil^ take the pajps to compare ^hem. The charge of plagiarism 
is wholly groundless. 

In regard ip the MS. abridgment^ which the story represents 
as Iban^ed to me by Miss A. for my insfpection, it was not written, 
till more than six months after our work was before the public ; 
she never handed me her MS. it was never in my possession ; I 
pever saw it ; npr in aiiy way did I ever derive a particle of in- 
formation from it. So entirely destitute of truth is this story, in 
fsvery part of it. 

If any are disppsed to jnquire for what purpose this story was 
fabricated and circulated at that particular timet the public can be 
informed, it it be neces3ary, and they shall ask it. 

I further state, that for the first fifteen years after my settle^ 
^nent in this place^ and until the publication pS the Compendious 
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History above meotioiied} or ia other words, as long as I was 
permitted, I was in the habit of assisting Miss Adams add helf 
aged father in their various literary pursuits, as she herself has 
acknowledged, and was numbered among her friends* In making 
the publication of the Compendious History, my only alleged 
offence, I had not the remotest intention to interfere with any 
of her plans or interests; her plan of abridging her history was, 
as already stated, wholly unknown to me | nor am I now convinc- 
edf th^at she has ever had any reason to complain of my conduct 
toward her on this, or any other account. I know I have never 
intjtntionallif given her the slightest occasion of offence. I thirik 
her complaints altogether groundless, and that she herself would 
have long ago been of the aame opinion, had she permitted herself, 
or rather had her advisers permitted her, to be made acquainted 
with the real state o( facts, I rest this opinion with entire con- 
fidence^on thatof three very respectable gentlemen, RBlFERfiBs, 
in this affair, who have had a full view of the Subject, and on the 
opinion given by men, equally respectable and impartial^ on the 
written opinion or award of these Referees. 

I am constrained, with real reluctance, to conirliunlcate to thd 
public another, and to me a very Idiportant fatt ; because nt> 
other way is left me to vindicate my character against a Htref 
attuckf a knowledge of which has very recently been obtained, 
and the effects of it are known to be extensive, and wounding in 
no common degree^ The fact is thisi Early in the year 1805, 
a few months only after our Compendious History was publiahed. 
Miss Adams, at the request of WIllIam S. Shaw, Esq. a^^ress- 
ed to him a letter, which is now in my possession, containing a 
sketch of her own life^ particularly of her sufferings ; in whuih 
she relates^ among other things, in her own way, the circumstan- 
ces in which the foremeiitioned works were made and published. 
This narrative, written expressly for the purpose of being pn- 
eately circulated among my respectable acquaintances; and 
which has been so circulated, to what .extent I know not, con-* 
tains declarationSf representations, and insinuations, which im- 
peach my honour, my integrity and my veracity, and calculated, 
of course, as far as they shall have obtained credit, to destroy my 
character and usefulness. This narrative, after eight years se* 
CRET operation, has lately,^ for the first time, come to my kdowl^ 
edge, and, after much difficulty ,f into my possession. Having 
called OB Miss Adams by a letter, which she received the 2d inst. 
to do me justice for the injury she has thus done me, and, I am X^ 
sorry to add, called in vain, I am compelled, in self defence, to 
declare, that the narrative aforesaid, so far as it relates what 
passed at an interview between Miss Adams and myself, an4 
describes my conduct toward her, is a glaring misrepresenta^ 
tion and mistateinent of facts f and contains insinuations that 
are false and highly offensive. ^ 

• Oct. 18ie. t Nor. UlS. 
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I farther/ and filallj declare^ without fear of contradiction, 
. that all the complaints and statements of Misa Adams, contained 
in the aforesaid narrative, or in any other way made by herself, 
or her friends, which have any injurious bearing on my charac- 
ter, so far as relates to the transaction in question ; are destituit of 
any substantial foundation f and in their nature slanderous. 

JEDIDIAH MORSE. 

CkarlestowHy Feb. 2% 1814. 

AirSWSB TO THE BE V. DB« MORSE's APPEAL, IST THE LAST 

CEXTINEL, 

The Rev. Dr. Morse having exhibited a number of charges, 
which deeply affect my character, I am constrained to ask the 
attention of the public to a brief reply. If it shall appear, that his 
accusations are all unfounded, it will not be thought a slight ag- 
gravation of his original injury, that he compels a feeble woman 
to take a step so foreign to the feelings and habits of her sex. He 
begins by declaring, that a report has been and is now in circu- 
lotion among my friends^ which charges him with a breach of 
confidence, in making an improper use of manuscripts confided 
by me to his care. He could not, however, be ignorant, that 
this is noi the fact : 1st, because he knows, that when I was in- 
formed many years ago, that such a statement of his conduct 
had be^n made, J instantly disavowed it by a letter, to which he 
refers, in the strongest terms possible ; 2dly, because he knows, 
that nothing like this charge was made in the statement exhibited 
fo the Referees : 3dly, and especially^ because he knows, that 
in the statement, which he accuses me of privately circulating 
for eight years past, not the least hint of such a charge is given* 
This report, now that he has published it, I find to be wholly 
new to most of my " supporters and particular friends-'* Why. 
then, has- Dr. M. brougl^t it forward ? Those who are familiar 
with the resorts of controvertists, will understand the conve-. 
nience of setting up. and contradicting .an erroneous statement, 
to keep out of sight the real one."^ The circumstances which oc- 
casioned this controversy with Dr. Morbe are these : I pub- 
lished a History of New-England in 1799. The public were 
pleased to regard my humble attempt with some degree of favour. 
The book bowe^ver was too large for the use of the young: and 
. I was employed, in. the course of the year 1804, in abridging it, 

* Though Itlisclaim any &g;ency in bringing forwkrd a charge a|;ainst Dr. M. in 
the form in which he states it, vet I cannot absolve him from blame in regard to the 
use he made of my published work^ taken in connection with the manner in M'hieh 
he mentions it in the Preface to his History. The injury done me in this respect 
-made part of the statement given to the Referees, vrhifsk was noticed in their award 
in t«rms stttisfaetory to me* 
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vhen I heard that mj labours were to be rendered useless, by 
the publication by Drs. M.and P. of their Compendious History. 
As the expected profits of my abridgment were at that time es- 
sential, to my support, I conoeived that the publication of Dr. M. 
would be a severe injury to me. *He says, that he was ignorant 
of my intention. But might not he, who had abridged his own 
work on Geography, and again abridged that abridgment, have 
supposed, that I too might wish to avail myself of a similar priv- 
ilege ? I stated to Dr. M. my feelings on this subject. He tells the 
public, that he assured me of his perfect willingness, that I should 
publish my abridgment also. Of his regard to consistency in 
this representation, the public will form an opinion from the fol- 
lowing extract of his letter, Sept. 26, 1804, received soon after 
the conversation, to which he alludes, and of which he suppresses 
all mention in his appeal : <' I have since mentioned the subject 
of our conversation to my partner, Rev. Mr. Parish, who appears 
not altogether pleased with the idea, as it tvill look too much 
like rivalship^ and might protokc to an abridgment of ours."^ 
This menacing letter overpowered my faculties for a time ; and 
it .was not till then I asked the aid df a most generous and no- 
ble friend to support me against oppression, which I was too timid 
to attempt alone to resist. He gave me the desired aid. He 
adopted my cause ; and by his personal exertions as well as mu- 
nificence, in conjunction with others, whom pity prompted to 
similair efforts in my favour, I have been placed beyond the reach 
of want, though not, as the public see, beyond the reach of per** 
secution. 

At the request of Dr. M. the subject was submitted to Judge 
Dawes, Judge Davis and Hon. Mr. Dexter, Referees, all of his 
own nomination. These gentlemen treated Dr. M. with so much 
delicacy, in their award, that he affected then, as he even bow 
does publicly, to ccmstrue it in his favour. He called on them 
to sanation his construction, and was answered, '< We did mean 
to say, ih(U Drs. M. and P. equitably owed to Miss Adams, 

A SXTBSTAJTTIAL AND VALUABLE RECOMPfiUSE FOR THEIR IJT-' 

TERFERENCE WITH HER WORE." They used those terms^ tl^ey 
remark, in contradistinction from ** kind treatment, courteous 
language, respect, &c. &c. which Dr. M. seemed to apprehend 
as the whole amount he owed her." In the face of this award 
Dr. M. has the boldness to say^ that upon it he <^ rests with entire 
confidence'' his conclusion, that ^^ the complaints of Miss A. are 
altogether groundless." 

The public will by this time be able to judge of the degree of 
credit to be given to Dr. M's representatton, and of the justice of 
his complaints. I must, however, say one word of the statement 

* This threat -was afterward put in execution by the publication of a large editioc 
at a lower price, not however called an •* abridgment" 
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made by me to Mr. Shaw. Dr. M. aflecta great surprise at his 
recent diacorery of ita existence. What will the public say, when 
tliey^ know that every fact of the least importance, in that paper, 
was contained in a statement given to the Referees^ after being 
shown to Dr. IH . himself, and by him not then contradicted in any 
particular? I am ready to answer in any court of earthly justice, 
as I could do at the bar of heaven, for the truth of every particular 
fact in this statement, which in any degree affects Dr« M's. charac- 
ter.* 

Instead of complying with the award above mentioned, he has 
persecuted me with letters, and endeavoured to amuse me with 
talking of offers of compromise ; and to this injustice he now adds 
the cruel injury of dragging tne before the public, and compelling 
me to publish these shameful truths, of one who bears the naoie of 
a minister of that Gospel, which I reverence. For this he can- 
not allege any unreasonable opposition, on my part, to an accom- 
modation, for I have repeatedly told him, that I will accept any 
thing whatever, if he will only suffer me to live in peace. It is 
true, that in his appeal to the public, he affects to throw on my 
friends the blame of my conduct, when he says, <^that if my ad<» 
visers had permitted me to be made acquainted with the real state 
of facts, I should myself long ago have known, that my com- 
plaints were altogether groundless.'' Yet in his letter to me, 
31st Jan. last, mentioned in his appeal, calling on me **to da 
him just ice^ for the injury I had done himy* he says, << I havei 
no wonder, since reading this letter of yoursi written on purpose 
to be circulated privately, that all who have seen it, and believed 
your representations of my conduct, should have thought me a 
kind of monster, and have shunned me as such. Were your rep-* 
resentations true, they would be justified in doing it.'' The pub- 
lic will here see, with what an antagonist I am called to contend. 
When his object is to terrify a feeble woman into concessions, he 
throws all the blame on me: In the next breath, when he wants 
to awake the sympathies of the public in his favour, he represents 
me as the mere instrument of others ! I cannot trust myself to 
comment on such conduct in the language it merits. The orig- 
inal wrong, which he did me, proves perhaps only his selfishness 
and disregard of the interest of another. Whether this last pub- 
lic attack, upon an unoffending female, does not imply a Want of 
the common feelings of a man, the public must judge. 

HANNAH ADAMS. 

* In reply to the ehftrge of eirealating this lieittv privatefy with a deaiga to 
iojure the repatation of Dr. M. 1 need only say, that I trusted to the integrity and 
judgment of Mr Shaw, that he would make no improper use of the letter. I un- 
derstand from him that he furnished Dr. M. with a copy, as soon as it was asked for. 

Br. Morse says "recently," and "lately for the first time," the sketch of Miss 
Adams's life come to his knowledge. In a letter to the Referees he mentions that 
in Ootoher 1812, seventeen months ago, he " was informed hy a friend* that Miss 
A. was eirealating a sketch of her Ufa 'drawn up by her at the request of soane of h«r 
friends/' 
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^ P. S. It has been my wbh to give to the public all the Documents 
respecting this affair ; but Mr. Russell declines publishing them ; 
I am» however, willing, if Dr. M. agrees to it, to have a. pamphlet 
published^ containing all the correspondence on this subject in 
chronological order, from 1804 to this day, including Dr. Moass^a 
elaborate letter of ten pages, to the Referees of August last, and 
his letter to me of twelve folio pages, dated Jan. 31, last, with a 
short answer thereto, which I will write ; it being understood that 
if the sale of this publication do not cover the expense, one half 
of the deficiency shall be paid by me. 

BRIEF REMARKS ON TUB FOREGOING REPLY OF MISS ADAMS. 

1 . I am charged with '*^ compelling a feeble woman to take a step 
foreign to the feelings and habits of her sex." I plead innocence, 
as to this charge. I have only vindicated my character against 
her attacks, in the only effectual way in which she would permit 
ine to ()o \tf On this point I trust every candid reader of the 
following pages will be satisfied. [See my letters addressed to 
tier, from Nov. 1812, and following.] 

2. The story of the MS. she admits did once exist, an4 
that she contradicted it ; but denies, that it " has been and is 
now in circulation among her friends,'' and assigns three reasons, 
in neither of which, can I perceive the least weight ; except so 
far as they go to show that ^he has pot circulated this story her- 
self; with doing which she has not been charged ; though there 
arie some facts, relative to this point, which have an unfavourable 
bearing pn Miss A's conduct, and wbiph are particularly alluded 
to in my letter to her, of the 31 st. of January last. But the 
origin and progress of this storjfy which constitutes a prominent 
feature in this controversy, are given under another head. 

3. AJiss A. thinks me in fault for notprestiming* that she intend- 
ed to abridge her history, because I had abridged my Geography. 
It is very singular that I should be blamed for not possessing the 
spirit of divination. I did not before know, that because I 
abridged my Geography ^ every historian and other author would 
pf necessary consequence, and for a like purpose, abridge their 
works. The unreasonableness of such a ground of oflfence, must 
be obvious. 4-ud yet this is the sole ostensible cause of the 
doubts^ which existed in Miss A's mind whether I *' respected 
her rights,'' and which prompted the insidious question at the 
interview.* 

4^ But, says Miss A. ^^ I stated to Dr-M* my feelings on this 
subject.*^ Here we are- at issue. Her feelings, in the sense 
here meant, were not expressed to me by Miss A. at this inter- 
view, I solemnly aver, that I was ignorant'of them for a long 
time after this. She pame to me at the Thursday lecture, for 

* See Extract from Miss A's letter ts Mr. Shaw, and ray letter of dlst, Jan. to 
Miaa A. 
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another purpose than to express these feelings, vis. that of ascer* 
taining whether or not I respected her rights. This I learned, 
not from the tenor of her conversation, but from her own declara- 
tion, made bj her attornej to the Referees.^ In consequence 
of her disingenuity , I wholly mistook the design of her interview^ 
as she has since explained it* I supposed it was merely to obtain 
my consent that she should proceed with her abridgment. No 
other impression I am certain was left on my mind, by the coo- 
Tersation that passed. She may honestly think differently from 
this ; but I as honestly think as I do. It is one of those cases in 
which each must be permitted to judge for himself, without im- 
puting blame to the other. I indeed thought her question, at the 
timCf a very needless one. I had no control over her publica- 
tions. I wished none* But as she asked the question, and pressed 
it, I could not in civility avoid answering it as I did, and as I sup- 
posed to her satisfaction. Wholly unconscious that I had infringed 
her rights, or wounded her feelings, I answered her insidious ques- 
tion according to its obvious meaning, and with feelings entirely 
friendly. 

5. My letter to Miss A. of the 26th Sept. 1 S04y^ garbled extract 
from which is very unfairly introduced before the public in the re- 
ply, and which has been the standing theme of complaint against me 
ever since it was written, will, I apprehend, be found to be a harm- 
less weapon. The reader is referred to the' letter itself, in its 
place, to the remarks annexed, and to my letter to Miss A. of 
the 31st Jan. 1814. 

6. I am charged with ^^ persecuting^* Miss A. as in other re- 
'Spects, so also with my *^ leiiers.*^ From which side the charge 
joi persecution ought to come, the reader will be able to judge, 
after examining the following documents. 

7« A clause in an'explanation of the award of the Referees, is 
taken from its proper connections, and exhibited in air imposing 
form, for the purpose of pre-occupying the public mind on^ this 

5>art of the controversy. The documents on this subject will be 
bund in their place and order, and I confidently appeal to them 
for my vindication against the heavy charge of having neglected 
honourably to fulfil an award made by Referees *^ all of my own 
choice.** 

8. Dr. M. says Miss A. " cannot allege any unreasonable op- 
position, on my part, to an accommodation." I do allege, and 
expect to exhibit abundant evidence, that she has manifested 
such opposition, and^hat this '^ unreasonable" conduct in her 
has been the cause of all thq " persecution,'* of which she com- 
^ plains, as having suffered from my letters. Her offer by Mr* 
Savage " to accept any thing," even ** a single dollar," as a com- 
pensation from me, will be explained in its place. It was not dif- 
ficult to see through the artifice of this oflfer. 

* See Mr. Channlog's stotement to the Referees, immediately preceding their 
Award. 
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9. Mist A. complains that she is not ** suffeted'^ by me ^< to live 
in peace." I am not thetroubler of her peace. H^d she not 
permitted herself to be made an iostrament to assail ray rep- 
utation, to disturb my peace, to hinder my usefulness, and to 
be used as vl shield to my real antagonist9, I should never have 
interrupted her peace* She Jierself is in fault for all that she 
has suffered, now suffers, or may hereafter suffer, from this 
needless controversy* For evidence to prove the correctness of 
these declarations, I refer, with confidence^ to the documenits in 
this pamphlet. 

10. 1 •< affect,*' she says, *' to throw on her friends the blame 
of her conduct.'' This is not correct* I have rather divided it 
between them. Before I discovered her letter to Itf r. Shaw, I 
probably laid a greater proportipn of the blame ii\ this affair on 
ner friends, than was just. Since this discovery, I have endeav* 
cured to proportion it equitably between them- But on this 
point I shall have no controversy with Miss A. She may assume 
it ally if she pleases^ and can bear it. She must not censure me, 
after this, for loading her with it. The public in, due time will 
place it where it ought to lie. 

11. The passage quoted from my letter of 31stof Jan. last, 
and^ misappHedf will make the impression I intended, when read 
in its connection. This garbling work may aid an indefensible 
eaiise for a little season ; but it always proves bad policy in the 
end. 

12. The remarks in the last note in her reply, in reference to 
her letter to Mr. Shaw, are noticed and answered in my Remarks, 
which follow the extract from that letter^ p^ 23. 

I close these Remarks with the following communicationj which 
was prepared for the Centinel, but being adjudged more suitable 
fot the pai^phlet, than for the newspaper, seeing the controversy, 
by Agreement, was not there to be continued,* it was replaced by 
the shorter notice^ which appeared in the Centinel of March 12, 
1814» 

TO THE PITBUC. 

In the last Cetitinel, is a <(Replt»" to my ^^ Appeal,*' in the 
preceding paper, which, though it bears the signature of Miss . 
Hannah Adams, I charitably hope breathes liot her spirit. . I 
here make no answer. The Centinel has wisely shut its columns 
against a further discussion pf the topics embraced in this con- 
troversy. This discussion^ by mutual understanding, is now to 
assume a '* pamphlet form." The character of the << Reply** 
however, ^nd particularly the name^ under which it appears, will, 
I trust, permit me to state, and* you to insert, consistently with 
your pledge, (a space of equal length being allowed to Miss A. to 
reply,) fliat the public ought to be apprised, and distinctly to bear 
in mindf in ord^r to enable them duly to estimate its importance, 
that this controversy is with Miss Adams only in appearance, dL% 
she has suffered herself to be ** dragged before the pttblic,'Vas a 
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shield to certain individuals, acting under the influence of a p^r* 
ty; who, wifh a hfiril not to be envied; with a sort of bertevo- 
lence and sympathy {ot a *^ feeble woman/' not very creditable to 
- men, wi ^o claim exclusive excellenceof character: * and from ag 

ing6lljp us> though not ongiwoZ policy ,f have placed her in front 
of their ranks, to deter ivom attack ; or that she should unavoidably 
receiF.e wounds, which might be converted to their own advan- 
tage* It is far from my desire or design to injure_ Miss A. in 
ber ropulation, or her rights, or interest ; I trust I duly re« 
speet them all. But if she will yield herself to protect my real as- 
sailants, and lend her name to their public attacks on my charac- 
tevf she must not complain, if, in making my necessary defence 
against them, she should receive wounds. It will, I trust, fully 
/ appear, that I have wished to spare her, but she would not per- 

mit ine« Her character and sex are doubtless to be respected ; 
but if she would escape censure, she must have so much independ- 
ence and self respect, as not to lend herself to my concealed as- 
sailants, to be used against me. 
I expectto prove, to the satisfaction of fair minds, (others no 
'evidence will convince,) that the real grounds" of controversy 
between Miss Adams and myself, are altogether disproportioned 
' to the effects, which we have witnessed : we are constrained, 
^ therefore, to look for some other causes, hitherto concealed from 
the public at lacge, in' order to account for these effect^/ These 
eauses (in order to exonerate Miss Adams from suffering for the 
sins of others, and to dismiss her from the field of controversy 
with as little injury as possible, for I really wish her well,) I in- 
tend to develop iir a pamphlet, which is already in the press, 
and will soon be before the public. 

Miss Adams willexcuse ipe, if I decline her offered partner* 
ship in this publication. I prefer taking the responsibility and 
risk on myself. « I wish not to -subject her to any diminution in 
her means of aiipport^ I will readily admit a ** short,*' or a long 
answer to my letter of 31st. Jan. last, and any other communica- 
^ tions, of <lp|^-^nt Icifff;^^ ^" ^d chaf ay ter. which she, or her advo- 

cates, may think proper to send, either for the purpose of crimir 
natingme, or of vindicating Miss Adams. I wish nothing con- 
'cealed from the public, which has any proper bearing on this 
*contrpversy. / 

aiarlestown, March 7th, isu. . J. MOASB- 

'* No tvfleotion, not the most distant, is here intended, on those who subscribed to 
Miss A's. annuity, as numbers d<7ubUess did, ftiom the most commendable motives of 
Christian sympathy and benefolenoc. T|ie remark fs limited to the^ifw individuals, 
who were abusing this sympathy and benevolenee, to subserve their sinister purposes 
against me.* 

t Caiftbyscsi in an attack on PeTosium, " invented the followvflB stratagem. Heing 
informed, that the whole garrison consisted of Egyptians, he placed in front of his 
army a great number of eats, dogs,.8heep and other animals, which were looked upon 
as aacred by that nation ; and then attacked the city by storm. The soldiert of the 
: gHrrison, not daring either to fling a dart, or shoot an arrow that wayf for fear of hit- 
ling some of those animals, Cambyses became master of the place without opposition." 
RoUin's Ancient History, vol. ii. p. 88d, Ctheridge's Edition^ ISOr. 
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I SHALi4 now lay before the Readetr» in chronological ordftr, 
Ernch facts and occurrences, as have a bearing on this controver- 
sy, and as may ei^abk him to form a correct judgment of iis. 
merits* * . 

The Compendious History was published the beginning of 
September, 1804^ in the manner stated in my Appeal. It was 
well received i>y the public ; and by that portion of it particularly^ 
which is now most active in using it to injure my reputation. 
Aecordingly, it wa*8 reviewed ki the " Literary Miscellanys*^ a 
periodical work published at Cambridge, and conducted by some 
of the oflScers of the College, and several of the Clergy of Boston, 
particular friends to Miss Adams. This Review appeared in 
the No. for July, 1805, tm months after our history was publbh- 
ed« The following are extracts from this Review. 

*^ In a country, where education and reading are diffused 
through all ranks, the responsibility of an author is raised, and the 
importance of works^ prepared for general and common use, is 
greatly increased. It cannot then be denied, that in New-England, 
where every man may read, elementary works and tlose designed 
for scjiools, academies, and private families, sustain a high' and 
distinguished rank. They are the manuals of our youth ; and the 
impressions, received at this early period, are as important as life 
itself. We cannot here refrain from deprecatbg the evils, which 
have already arisen through the prevalence of catchpenny gram^- 
mars and other school books, whose authors are greedy of gain, or 
mer^ novices in the elements they profess to teach. 

^* The preface «f the work, now under review, permits us to 
hope better things. A large proportion of the work was iqompiled 
several years since for the ^pplettient to Dobson's edition of 
the Encyclopedia, and inserted under the article Nem-Englandm 
This article pur authors have been induced to revise, enlarge, 
and publish in its present form, For more general benefit. They 
say in their preface, ^' We have endeavoured faithfully to bring 
into view the most operative causes, near and morje remote, which 
led to the settlement of New-England, with the impelling motives 
of the immediate agents in this bold enterprise, and to trace the 
steps by. which she has risen to her present distinguished rank 
in the political, literary, and commercial world. To render the 
work interesting to youth, we have laboured to clothe our ideas 
in plain, familiar language, and to blend entertaitiment with in- 
struction.'' 

*^ They inform us, that ipany manuscripts, as well as printed 
volumes, have been consulted, and their essence leisurely con* 
densed into this little work« On this last circumstance the mer- 
its of so brief a history, embracing so long a period, must princi* 
pally depend/' 
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After examining its contents in detailf the Revieicers add : 
** We have thus presented our readers a concise view of the 
work. We think it cannot fail of becoming verj useful in acade- 
mies and families* To possess the information it contains, is 
important to every one ; and perhaps no history of its size con- 
tains so much. It will be seen that the religious features of our 
ancestors are more copiously and distinctly markedy than any 
others. Our authors could not well avoid this ; for religion was 
the of der of the day. It engrossed the whole attention ; every 
other passion and object was rendered subservient. They have 
portrayed the eminent virtues and the peculiar imperfections of 
our forefathers with historic troth and filial affection. No dis- 
guise appears ; no colouring is used. The style in general b plain 
and concise ; the language simple, and, though sometimes figura- 
tive, sufficiently familiar. Having been originally written for a 
more extensive work, it undpubtedly sustains a higher rank, than 
it otherwise would.'' 

Jjet it be observed, that this Review was published nine months 
after the date of my letter to Miss Adams, which makes so 

Srominent an article in her Reply, — after her complaining letter to 
Ir^ SHAW,-*a/lfer she had completed her abri<%ment of her 
Summary History,'^ and with the knowledge of at least some of the 
clergy and literary laymen, who were acquainted with the plansf 
and with the complaints of Miss Adams ; and yet, strange to tellf 
there is not in the whole Review, an intimation of improper in- 
terference with Miss Adams, or of ^ny thing dishonourable on 
th^ part of Dr. Parish and myself! 

Three months only after th.e foregoing favourable review of 
this History appeared, another, written, as I was informed, by a 
Clergyman of Boston, now no more, and over whose ashes I woaid 
lightly tread, . appeared in the , Anthology^ in a very different 
style and spirit, f 

On this review the following << Remarks'' were immediately made 
and sent to the Editor of the Anthology, and after remaining with 
him two months, were very retuctanily published in a manner 
and with a spirit, which, for a reason ahready suggested^ I forbear 
to characterize. 

TO THE BEVIEWlSltS oy THE COMFEJ^DIOtS RISTQRT OF NBW- 

ENfGXANll. 

Oenilement 

We should not trouble you with any remarks on your review 
of our work, did we not deem it necessary to counteract injuri- 

• k waspublialied In July^ 1S05. 

t Those, who have opportunity, are requested jto read tjiis review, asd my remarks 

**" ;*;J!^'*^ ^* mterlarded rejlectttm of the Eeviewer*. AttUioloey, vol/ll. p. ^4i. 
and 070« c . v^. , • m 
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« 

ous effects, which might follow, were we silent, frpm some of 
your misrepresentations. ^ 

Of your delay of more than a year in noticing our work, after 
you had received it ; of the time and circumstances in which you 
have brought it before the public ; and of the spirit^ which ob, 
viously dictated your review^ we say nothing. They speak dk 
language, which we need not interpret to your readers. 

That a work like ours was ^* needed," though you ^^ adventure 
to pronounce it was notj^ you have admitted, by giving your 
high approbation of one of a similar kind since published, Youp 
disrtUsh of the history of New-England must, th^efore, have 
some other exciting cause, than an unnecessary multiplication of 
books on that subject ; for you admit that ours is but the second 
work of the kind. Is it because an exhibition of the venerable 
characters, and sound religious principles, of our forefathers, re- 
proaches and wounds some of their descendants ? 

Tou correctly quote from our preface, the reasons ^ven for 
our publication ; that the materials for this history were scatter«r 
ed in volumes <* too expensive, &c. to be useful to the rising gen^ 
0ration.*^ In your animadversions on this quotation, why did 
you omit the phrase, >< rising generation^** and represent us aft 
ftaying, the volu^nes were " too expensive and disjointed to be 
usefuU* We said no such thing. Nor did we say or intimate, 
that Miss Adamses work was <* ill arranged or deficient.'' What 
we meant and said^ was, that in our opinion all previous hbtories 
of New-England, including hers among the rest, were too ** vola* 
minous and expensive to be useful to the rising gemration* 
To the correctness of this opinion we have her testimony and 
you^ own ; for she has abridged her work for the use of schools, 
and you have approved the measure. 

But your most injurious misrepresentations remain to be no- 
ticed. You say^ that we have *^ availed ourselves of important 
information contained in her work, which we were unable else- 
where easily to obtain ;" and refer particularly to an account of 
the settlement of Rhode-Island, which you assert, waa *^ borrow* 
ed from Miss A. and which she procured at the expense of her 
eyesight and health." Had you, gentlemen, with due candour and 
fidelity compared her work and ours, and referred to Hutchinson's 
historyf Chalmer's Political Annate, and particularly to the sketch 
of the history of R.I. in the American Geography, which was 
compiled in 1788, from Callender^ century sermon, Hopkin's 
Gazetteer, and MSS. lent by Dr. Stiles, you would not have 
made this unfounded charge. You would have found that she 
and we, received the substance of our information from the same 
sources ; and that we were the first in examining the ** old news- 
papers and mouldering rolls," on this subject. Indeed it can be 
shown, that she has' been, to say the least, as much indebted to 
the American Geography, as we have been to her history of N. 
England. We do not mean that she has made an improper use 
of it, nor have we of her work. 
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A heavier charge still you bring against us. Yon have un- 
willingly discerned in us ^^a design to supplant Miss A. in 
abridging her Siimmary, and an inclination to withhold the trib^ 
nte, which ought to be paid to her assiduity and merits/'- It is 
certainly, gentlemen, very remarkable, that you should ^< discern,'^ 
and that too <' unwillingly9^* what never had existence ! It Is a 
fact, with which Miss A. and her friends were long ago made ac- 
quainted, and which if it were ^ot, ought to have been known to 
you, that we had no knowledge of Miss A*s« ever having enter- 
tainted a thought of abridging her history, till ours was written, 
and, if we rightly remember, printed and ready for sale. How 
then could we have had a <^ design to supplant her in abridging 
her history V* We solemnly aver, that the idea of interference 
with any of Miss A's. designs never entered our minds, till sug-^ 
gested by herself, at the time just alluded to ; and then it was 
supposed our views were explained to her satisfaction. To her 
interests we have ever felt friendly. Her literary merits we have 
always appreciated and promoted. No work was ever published 
by us with pu^er intentions, than our history of New-England, 
The first hmt of the utility of such a work was suggested by a 
judicious friend, on reading the article New-Englandf in the 
Encyclopedia ; and the plan was afterward approved by some of 
the most respectable gentlemei! in Boston. 

We never have believed, nor do we yet believe, that what we 
have dope will operate injury to Miss A. in any way, unless it be 
through the indiscreet c6unsel and conduct of some who profess 
to be her friends. We wish her to remember the advice of Solo- 
mon* Eccles. vt« 8. that'^^some men are friends/or their own OC' 
casion^ and will not abide in the day of trouble.'^ 

Such being the state of facts* we have felt ourselves injured by 
the false reports which have been privately whispered and indus- 
triously circulated concerning this business, arid which we have 
reason to believe have made very unfavourable impressions on 
the minds of some respectable people. Whatever we may think 
of your motives in giving publicity, and yoiir sanction, to these re- 
ports, we feel ourselves obliged by the opportunity you have af- 
forded us publickiy to repel these unjustifiable assaults on our rep- 
utation, and to explain and vindicate our conduct. And we 
cannot believe, that you will for a moment hesitate to do us the- 
justice, to publish this our vindication without delay. 

We are, gentlemen, with due respect, your humble servants, ' 

J.MORSE. 

E. PARISH. 

• ■ * ♦ 

• 

For the sake of exhibiting a single specimen of. the imbittered 
spirit, which existed toward me at this time* in a certain class of 
gentlemen, and who, I presume it is no calumny to say, have 
since used none of their influence to hfal the controversy with 
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Miss A. or to contradictjt and put down (hefalsehoods and re- 
proaches criminating me, which have since literally filled this re- 
gion, and 'spread through the country^ I here subjoin the dlosiilg 
rejleciions of the Reviewersf on the preceding paper. 

* ** It is our dispassionate advice; if you would save your reputa- 
tion from the lashes of future thongs, and your Compendious His- 
tory from oblivion, that you present to Miss HANNi^H Adams 
the profits you may already have received from the sale, and 
the copyright of the work." • 

With such facia before him, as are contained in the foregoing 
remarks, not one of which was attempted to be disproved, what 
inveterate prejudices must have shielded his mind against the 
truth in this case, and what a spirit must have burned in his bo- 
som, to have induced him to pen such a sentence ? W^re fhe 
sufi*er]ngs of Miss Adams, by the publication of the '< Compen- 
dious History," an adequtite cause of all this feeling in the bosom 
of a Clergyman ? Incredible. The reader will find other and 
tnore operative causes, in the sequel. 

fn September, 1804, the conversation between Miss Adams and 
myself took place, after the Thursday lecture, alluded to in my 
^* Appeal/' and according to all my recollections, very incorrect- 
ly related by Miss A. both in her letter to Mr. Shaw, and in her 
statement to the -Referees. Immediately after, by desire of 
Miss Ada M«, I wrote to Dr. Pa i^isH,"^ received his answer, and 
wrote Miss Adams the following letter, which has become cele- 
brated, from the use that has been made of it. 

Tur ^ CharlsstowiX, Sbpt. 26,1804. 

* 

* The last time I saw you, you suggested to me, that you 
had contemplated .an abridgment of the History of New-England 
for schools, and wished to know if t should have any objection to 
your publisMng a work of that kind. I answered you that I had 
not^ I have since mentioned [in a letter] the subject of our con- 
versation to my partner, JElev. Mr. Parish, who appears not alto- 
gether pleased with the idea, as ** it will look too much like rival- 
ship, and * might provoke to an abridgment of ours*'' 

He thinks, <^as«we had no intention of interfering with the 
sale of your large and valuable History of New-England, and had 
no intimation of your intention of abridging it ; and as ours is in- 
tended for a very different purpose from yours, it would hardly 
be proper, as ours is now pqblisbed^ for you to publish Another 
of the same kind, at a -less price. The public would say, that 
either the one or the other was unnecessary*'' 

Such are Mr. Parish's ideas^ which he requested me \o com- 
municate to you. They will have what weight with you,, you 
will please to give them.' I gave you my own opinion verbally 
when I saw yoji. 

* I kept fto cppy of thii letter, and Dr. P. cannot find the original. 
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It would give me pain to have the leait ioterferanee in anj o^ 
our publicatioos. It has ever been my wiah toprolnote yours. It 
never entered my mind, that our historj of New-Englaml would 
be considered as any interference with your views. I am sorry if 
you so consider it. I have never heard that it b the opinion of 
any other person. I am with esteem^ &c. j jviqwqw 

Miss Adams received the foregoing letter on the 12th of Oct. 
and the next day, as appears by Dr. Parish's answer/ (Miss A's 
letter has no date) wrote Dr. Parish the following letter. 

MISS ADAMS TO DB. PAKISH. [Oct. 18, 1804.] 

Rev. £ftr, 

I hope you will excuse the liberty I take in addressing 
you at present. Last evening I received a letter from J)r. Morse, 
in whicn he acknowledged, that he faad/ormerly^ encouraged me 
to go on with the abridgment of my History of New-England. 
He then adds, *^ I have mentioned the subject of our conversation 
lo my partner. Rev, Mr. Parish, who appears not altogether 
pleased with the idea, as it will look too much like rivalshipt and 
might provoke to an abridgment of ours,** &c. I will not allow 
myself to entertain an idea which reflects so much upon your 
honour, as to suppose it possible, that after a consideration of the 
subject, and a knowledge of my situation, your feelings or prin- 
ciples will permit you to object to my proceeding in a work woich 
I had long contemplated, and which I had made some progress 
in writing. 

Permit .me then to inform you, that» united to the disadvantages 
of a feeble constitution, I am wholly dependent on my own exe^- ' 
tions for a support. This justifies me for making pecuniary views 
in part my motive in writing for the press. Hence my intention 
when I first began my History of New-England was to make an 
abridgment for the use of schools. I proceeded on this plan, till 
I found, that if I included a general sketch of the American War, 
it would swell the volume to too large a size. By intense applies* 
tion in the prosecution of the work^ I had the misfortune to lose the 
use of my eyes, and as I feared I never should he able to complete 
my History 9 1 was induced to drop the subscription which hadoeen 
set on foot. At length, after a long period of exquisite sufferings, 
I partially reifovered and printed my work, in thct form it now ap- 
pears in. But as under almost every disadvantage I run the risk 
of an expensive publication, it was far from favouring me with 
the emolument I expected. I hpwever consoled myself with the 
idea, that after a greater part of my History was disposed of, I 
could still print an abridgment for the use of schools. This idea 
I kept 8teadil|f in view ; and as I ha<i secured the copyright of 
my history, I never entertained the smallest idea of being su<* 
perseded by any other person. 

• Forrherfy, i.e. one month be/on f 
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f 

I hare lately seen yours and Dr. M ^s united work, and how« 
ever pure your intentions may be, it will certainly operate greatly 
to my disadvantage, by retarding the sale of the books I have 
now on hand, as the plan of my abridgment is already sketched 
out. I shall not avail myself of any of the advantages I might 
derive by altering it, and copying yours^ 

I hope I shall not be accused of arrogance in abridging my own 
work, for the use of children, since my situation renders it a duty 
to use every lawful exertion for procuring a subsistence ; and my 
copyrights give me an undoubted right te that privilege. 

To sum up the whole. Can you, Rev. Sir, seriously desire to 
deprive a destitute female of one small resource ? You cannot, 
you will not. But, actuated by that disinUrested benevolence^ 
which you inculcate in your public discourses, I trust you will do 
all in your power, to assist me; and under this conviction, I sub- 
scribe myself with respect^' Yours, &c. 

H. ADAMS. 

DR. FABISH^S AKSWEfi^. 
Madant BrmriELD, Nov. to, 1804. 

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a letter 
from you, dated Oct. 13. It came to hand yesterday. 

So modest and persuasive a letter I cannot treat with inattention 
or disrespect. I had never heard of your design to abridge your 
history, till after ours was published. I did suppose that ours 
had induced you to abridge yours. With these impressions on 
my mind, it cannbt be surprising to any one^ that I should *^ not 
be altogether pleased with the idea" of the abridgment, '< as it 
looked too much like rivalship." Your narrative has dispelled 
my apprehensions. 

In this connection, permit me to say, that in writing this little 
work with Dr. M. I never had an idea nor conception, that it would 
<< operate to your disadvantage/' I really supposed that the size 
and design of the two works were so different, that there, would 
be no kind of interference. Ours was designed almost appropri* 
ately to display the spirit and sufferings of our forefathers, in the 
earlier periods of the settlement^ with a mere sketch of the late 
events. Ours was designed to be a little thing, not more than 300 
pages, as you will see by the subscription paper. Had the writers 
been present when it. was discovered by printing, that the work 
was as large as it is $ it would have been considerably reduced 
from what it now is. I supposed it would be a handmaid to in- 
troduce youth to an acquaintance with your greater work ; and 
therefore, that it would ** operate for your advantage." It gave 
me pleasure in this view. 1 still think it may be an advantage to 
your work. • , 

You say you shall not alter your abridgment by copying ours, 
Itc. Excuse me; Madam, you do not; you can not, mean to insiii. 

4 
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uate that I have copied jours. With the huge mass of mfttefials 
we had, you will readily acknowledge, th^re could be no necessity^ 
or even need of such a measure. 

Permit me to say, what I think the circumstances will justify 
my saying, that I well recollect writing your name as an authority, 
■ometimes whei^ the thing taken was an extract you had made 
from another : and it would perhaps hare been more exact to 
have inserted another name : but this I did, to show my respect 
for yov, and to keep your book in view. Finally, " I can not, I 
will not, wish to deprive" you " of one small resource." Possi- 
bly the following articles may be of use to you, in another edition 
of your very useful « View of Religions ;»' if so, I shall be very 
glad that I extracted them from " Bingham* 8 antiquities of the 
Christian Church.** [We omit these extracts.] 

E. PARISH. 

Dr. Parish brought this letter to me himself, about the 12th 
Nov. It met n^y entire approbation. He delivered it to Miss A. 
with his own hand, and d[>tained from her ** an acquittal.'' See 
the following document.. 

BXTBACX OF ▲ XETTBB FBOM MISS ADAMS TO WILLIAM 

S. SHAW, ES(t*^ 

<* Fi*om the time that my History of New-England was publish- 
ed, I steadily* kept my plan in view of abridging it for the use 
c^f Schodls. Hence I felt greatly surprised, and hurt, when I 
found my design was anticipated by Dr. Morse and Mr. PariI^h. 
I did not receive the intelligence, that they had any such work on 
hand, fill it was put, to the press. I made it an object immediate- 
ly aftfer, to see Dr. Morse, and informed him that I Jbegan my 
History for the use of schools, though the weakness of my eyes 
obligied me to print it in a less condensed form than I had intehd- 
ed ; that I was now preparing to execute my original design ; that 
my situation rendered ii necessary for mie to write for a support ; 
that I apprehended his work would hinder the sale of those copies 
of my History, which I had still on hand, as well as prevent my 
publishing the abridgment, which I had already sketched out. 
He endeavoured to sooth my mind by complimenting by publi- 
cations, and said *^ he did not think his work would interfere with 
mine." I then asked him, wliether he was willing that I should 
go on with my abridgment : he answered, " Perfectly willing ; and 
that he wished to encourage the undertaking." 

Notwithstanding this assurance, soon after his history was out 
of the press, I received a letter from him stating Mr. Parish's 
objections to my publishing ; of Which I enclose a copy. This so 
much agitated and distressed iny feelings, that I was unable to 
proceed in my abridgment, until I was encouraged by the friends 

* The letter from which the followineii extnioted, eentains Other thmp relati^f 
to Mils A's. history and sufferiDgs, whlcb are irrelevant, and have ao hcarias on tlifi 
eontroTersy. < 
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wdom I consulted upon the subject* I could sot bear the idea 
of appearing arrogant and presumpluous by wridng, after Mr. 
Parish deemed it improper; and was besides intimidated by the 
jidea, that if I proceeded in my design, i slight <^ provoke'^ *tlie 
Rer. gentlemen to make another abridgment. / imagined that 
Dr. MoBMt^ynotrviihsiandinghis late declaration^rvaa averse to 
my publishing^ bui thai he chose rather to hai^ the objections 
appear tnilfr. Parish's name than his own. I concluded there- 
fore^ instead of answering his letter, to give the latter gentleman 
a true statement of my circumstances^ andthe motives that induced 
me io write for the press. I enclose a copy of my letter. When 
I was in town laat autumn^ Mr. Parish called'on me, and informed 
me, that after he received my letter his feelings upon the subject 
were entirely changed ; that the objections he had made, were 
owing to his ignorance of my situation and views ; and that since 
he knew the true state of the case, he sincerely wished me suc*^ 
cess in my abridgment. This interview acquitted him in my 
opinion^ and i^lieved my mind frotti a w^ght of anxietA|hieb 
bad in|ured my health, and retarded my publication. If DrTMoRSfi 
had ,been kind enough to have given bis literary partner an ac- 
count of my situation and vie wi^, this might have been prevent- 
ed* I cansQit think thait he did as he would have wished others^ 
in a simila^r case, to' have done by him, in putting his work to press 
without 6rst apprizing me of his design ; and that he has treated 
me with that candour and generosity, which my helpless sex, and 
dependent situation, led me to expect from a gentleman, Christian, 
and public teacher." 

I^MARKS. 

« 

Here let the relBer pause, and carefully re-peruse the pseced- 
ing^documents ; for in them, let it be remembered, he is to look for 
the whole causef the root of the controversy with Miss A. For 
this reason t shall examine them minutely. Before the re-perusal 
of these letters, the reader should have distinctly in mind the 
following fftcts and ilates. 

J. The interview,, the only one I ever had with Miss A. on 
the subject, of which she .gives an account in her letter to Mr. 
Shaw, took place after the Thursday lecture, in the crowd, 
about the middle of Sept* 1804, and about a fortnight^ a? nearly as 
I can recollect, after pur Compendious History was published. 

2. Previously t;o this interview, not the slightest difference 
between Miss A. and myself had ever taken place. I had always 
acted, and been considered, for aught I knew to the contrary^ as 
her friend. 

3. After Miss A. beard that our History was in the press,' 
(when this was I know not) she complained to one gentleman, and 
probably to more, of Dr. P. and myself, because, as she supposed, 
our work would interfere with hers. She was advised to see and 
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coDTerie with mt on the subject, and was told that she would 
doubtless receive satisfaction. 

4. She accordingly ^sought and obtained an interview with 
me, vis* the one mentioned in the first article* With this inter- 
view she was well pleased, and <* entirely satisfied.'' The infor- 
mation, contained in these two last articles, I have received since 
this pamphlet was in press, from a respectable gentleman in Bos- 
ton, who heard Miss A. utter her complaints, advised her to ttie 
interview, and heard her, after it, express her ** entire satisfac- 
tion.'' 

d. The reader is requested to read Miss A*s. own account of 
this interview, which ^' entirely satisfied her," and to remark and 
remember, that she gives no hint of the MS. story, which makes 
so promineQt a figure in this controversy ; she makes.no mention 
of tne injury done her "reputation, as an author," in the preface 
to our History ; no intimation that I had made an " improper use of 
her published work," out of which she and her friends have since 
- . faMn^ed the charge mentioned in a note in her reply, (page 9.) 
m^^mich was submitted to the Referees. Nor does she inti- 
mate that I came under any obligation whatever, not to publish 
another edition of our History. These grounds of complaint, 
which all existed, (the last excepted) if they ever had existence, 
at the time of this interview, were not even glanced at, according 
to her own atccount of it. We may venture to presume, therefore, 
that they did not then exist in her mind, as complaints ; or if 
they did, they were, in her view, too trivial to mention. In any 
case, however, the interview " entirely satisfied her.*' 

Here then, let it be remembered, that on or about the 15th of 
Sept. 1804, (the date of the interview) some weeks o^er our His- 
tory was before the public, there existed, according to Miss A's 
own acknowledgment at the time, no cailse 6f offence, or com- 
plaint whatever against me. Her mind was <' satisfied," as to all 
that was past. 

In confirmation of what is above stated, it will appear in its 
place, that it was admitted by Miss A. or, which is the same 
thing, by Mr. Higoinson, before the Referees, more than four 
years after, that our History was published, " with upright and 
honourable views of promoting the public good, and without the 
most distant thought of interfering with the rights, or interests, or 
wounding the feelings of Miss A. or any one else.'^ It was de^ 
dared before the Referees by Mr. Higgivson, with the knowl- 
edge and consent doubtless of Mis^ A. in whose behalf he acted, 
that " no one that he had heard, doubted the right of Dr. Morse 
to publish his worky*^ and that he ** never alleged, that I had a 
design to interfere with Miss A. in any work. I quote his own 
words. Resort was accordingly had to other causes of complaint, 
which will be noticed in their place. I therefore conclude, on 
the incontrovertible evidence now stated, that till after our 
History was published^ and after the interview above mentioned. 
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no cause of offence or complaint against me existed, in fact, nor 
even in the imagination of Miss A» or of her friends. She declared 
^ her ^^ entire satisfaction'' with my treatment of h.er ; and Mr. Hio-* 
GiNsoN admits what amounts to the same thing. All causes of 
complaint and offence must, therefore, be sought in events sub- 
sequent to t^e interview.^ 

6. The reader is requested noV. to turn to mj letter to Miss 
A. bearing in mind, that I wrote it in the simplicity of my heart, as 
to one, with whoqa I was oHi friendly terms ; that it was occasion* 
ed by her desire, expressed at the interview, that I would con- 
sult with Dr. P. and by the request of Dr. P. that I would bom* 
municate his objections. I say his objections ; they were excht' 
sively his. I never bad any. I expressly declared to her at the inter- 
view just before, that I had none ; and repeated the declaration, ot 
rather reminded her of it, in my letter to her. Let these things 
be particularly remembered, while reading this letter, and also the'^%<^ 
letter to Mr. Shaw. ^^ 

[In this place read my letter to Miss A. of Sept. 26, 1804. p4Pl V 

Here is the famous letter, which has made so prominent a fig- 
ure in this controversy^ from which was drawn a leading article 
in the charges exhibited to the Referees ; a garbled extract from 
which is ingeniously introduced into the Reply to the Appeal^ 
adapted, if not intended^ to make ^ false and wounding impression 
on the public mind. This is the letter, which is thus noticed by 
the Editor of the Anthology, Dec. 1805,-1;. in his answer to my 
Remarks on his review of our history. ^^ You very well know, 
that you privately endeavoured to dissuade Miss A. from abridg- 
ing her work, and even threatened her, that the prosecution of 
her purpose, might *^ provoke an abridgment of your Compen-' 
didus History J* And yet you have always appreciated her 
merits, and befriended Jier interest ! ! !" 

Mr. HiGGiNsoN, alluding to this letter, says, '* my first charge 
was that he (Dr. M.) did interfere with her rights, by a cruel and 
unmanly threat, to publish an abridgment to meet hers.";}; 

This letter is alluded to, in more softened terms, indeed, in the 
statement to the Referees, as follows : <^ Miss A. received a let- 
ter from Dr. M. saying, that he had consulted Dr. P. who did not 
approve of her publishing an abridgment, and advised her not to 
do it, lest it should provoke them to publish an abridgment 
also." 

Such hsCve been the representations of this letter ; and it has 
been made the theme of incessant reproach, ever since it was 
written. 

. * Shoald it be found in the sei^ael, hpwever, that Mbss A . and her friends complaia 
of what passed before the interriew, and make charget out of them before the ReC- 
erees and the public, they viU now know how to estimate their foundation and their 
weight. 

t Vol. ii. p. 673. 
t See Mr. H's. remarlMi on my letter to JjAr. Salisbaryi of Dm. 7, 1808. 
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The dismal ^tcta produced bjr this letter on Vim A. ouglbt 
here to be brought into view before the reader. They are de* 
scribed very pathetically by lAi&% A. benelff in her letter to Afjr. 
Shaw* [Here the reader is requested to turn to the last para.* 
graph in this letterf and to read it attentively.] 

in the statement made to the Referees, these effects are thas 
described. " This jhock (meaning the one occasioned by my 
letter) produced a seriouB effect on the weak nerves of Miss A* 
and deprived her of all power, if she had had courage, to go on 
with her work." 

7. With the facts in view, which have now been stated, let the 
reader turn to Miss A's. letter to Dr. P. of the 13th Oct. 1804^ 
the day after she received my letter^ and then to his answer of 
10th of Nov. the day ajler he received it; remembering at the 
same time, the interview which took place, when Dr. P. delivered 
his own letter to Miss A. about the 12th of Nov. to which Miss 
A. alludes in her letter to Mr. Shaw, and the effects of this m- 
^Kiew, as stated by Miss A. to Mr. Shaw, in the following 
Wros ; '^ This iiderview acquitted him in my opinion, &c. I 
much mistake if he will not here find, literally^ *^ much ado about 
nothing,*^ 

Here he will find these facts : 

1. That Miss A. correctly considered the objections to lier 
publishing, as Dr. Parish's objections, not as mine ; andtthat she 
accordingly wrote not to me, but to him, to remove them. 

2. That he did in fact effectually remove them immediately, as 
soon as he was made acquainted with Miss A's ciroumatances^ and 
with the effect they had had on her mind. To this fact Miss A. 
herself is the witness. 

3. That the dismal ^ects of this letter on Miss A. above relat- 
ed, lasted just one month, from Oct. 12th, when she received my 
letter, to Nov. .12thf when Dr. P. called on her and delivered his 
letter, and had the interview, which Miss A* says, ^^ acquitted him 
in my opinion, ^nd relieved my mind from a weight of anxiety, 
which had injured my health, and retarded my publication." 
The cause and the effects are now both before the reader ; he will 
judge whether the oiie is proportioned to the other. On the pre- 
ceding facts and statements I am willing to rest the whole contro- 
versy. If they are admitted as correct, and I think no one will 
deny them, then every thing that has since occured will admit of 
easy and satisfactory explanation. 

It is obvious here to remark, that between the ^' satisfactory^ 
interview with Miss A. about the 15th of Sept. 1604,. and the 
firatisfactory interview between Dr. P. and Miss A. about the 
middle of Nov. following, nothing happened to give Miss A. of- 
fence, or cause of complaint, except the objections, &c. of Dr.P. 
and these were entirely removed, as we have seen, and Dr. P. re- 
ceived an ample <* acquittal." Atl matters of difference between 
Miss A. on the one part, and Dr.P. and myself on the other, ap- 
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pear fo hate been amicably and satisfactorily lettled, Miss A* 
Berself being tbe judge. No new cause of offence is pretended 
to have subsequentlj occurred, till months after Miss A^s letter 
to Mr. Shaw was written. This will appear in the sequel. 

It was in this state of things, when every ground of complaint 
^QSS^^^d by Miss A. had been promptly, amicably and satisfac- 
torily removed, when she confessedly had nothing to lay to our 
ehaifge^ that she wrote her letter, or, rather statement, fo Mr. 
Shaw, at his request. Tbe reader is desired here to stop, to 
reflect on what has just been stated, to turn to the letter, to read 
it critically, and then to form his own opinion, as to the fairness 
and torrectness of the views of the writer. I will here ask, 
whether a reader would not naturally inquire, ^<What could 
bave induced the woman thus to bring up afresh, and in a man- 
ner bearing so hard on the character of Dr. M. complaints which 
she acknowledged had been previously removed to her entire satis- 
faction ? Why the wounding insintiaiion against him, in respect 
to Dr. Parish's objections? why the disposition so fully to ac- 
quit the Jatter gentleman, and so ready to criminate the former? 
There must be some hidden cause of these effects.'' Would not 
sucb be the natural reflections of a discerning and attentive read- 
er of the letter uiider consideration, in view of the preceding 
facts? Let me here inform (he reader, that this letter to Mr. 
Shaw was written during the controversy respecting the election 
of the Hollis Professor of divinity^ in Harvard VollegCy near 
the time qf his electionj and the publication of the <' True jRea- 
sons^^ &c, when t he ^word was given out from high authorify ^ 
concerning \me, "JETe must be put down." On these facts tfie 
reaciler may rei v ; and in them he will find, I apprehend^ the fcidf- 
den cause of these effects. 

As this letter to Mr. Shaw is brought into view in my Ap- 
peal^ and in Miss A's Reply, and also in my letter of the 31st 
Jan. last, to Miss A. and has been used with no small effect, to 
injure my reputation, it becomes necessary in this place to make 
some further remarks upon it. 

1. This letter, the original of which is in my possession, is 
without date or direction. Mr. Shaw informed me that it was 
written at his request. I conclude, therefore, it was addressed 
to him, and have in consequence prefixed to it his name. Miss 
A. indeed, says, she *< trusted it to him." 

In regard to the date, feeling it of some importance to ascer- 
tain it, I wrote Mr. S« a note, in Nov. or Dec. last, to send it to 
me. I have received no answer. From two circumstances, how« 
ever^ I judge that it was written early, say during the first three 
months in the year 1805. It contains this passage, ^'Wheni 
was in town last autumn, Mr. Parish called on me, &c.*' Tiiia 
interview, it has been stated, took place about the middle of Nov. 
1804. This is one circumstance. The other is the following 
passage in the statement of Miss A's case, which was submitted 
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to the Referees* .^^ While under the dejection of mind above 
mentioned, i.e. betireen Oct. 12, and Nov. 12, 1B04, she visitedi 
Boston, and met with Mr. Shaw, told him her distress, &c. lie 
encouraged her, &c.'' This visit and these complaints probabljr 
induced Mr. Shaw afterward, or at the time, to request her to 
give him a statement of her grievances in writing. She proba- 
bly complied with his request, and furnished her statement, whicli 
would necessarilj require some time, as soon as she could pre- 
pare St. 

2. I impeach not Mr. Shaw's motives in asking for this state- 
ment. They may have been correct and benevolent. But if 
Miss A. was faithful to tell him all that had recently passed, he 
certainly should not have received such a statement from her. She 
would have merited his reproof, rather than his aid, for attempt- 
ing thus to revive grievances, which had been removed, and to 
injure the characters of those who had done her no wrong. Much 
less should he have circulated it, knowing, as he must have known, 
in the circumstances supposed, that it was calculated to make a 
false md very injurieua impression in respect to my conduct. 
And even had he believed it correct, the proper course assured- 
ly, on every correct principle, whether religious or social, would 
have been to, have acquainted me with her complaints, and given 
me an opportunity to explain, or to have otherwise removed them. 
If Miss A. deceived Mr. Shaw, by keeping back part of the 
truth, she niust answer it. Her own statement is certainly 
against her, on this point. The reader will judge for himself. 
Miss Adams and Mr. Shaw are left to extricate themselves from 
this dilemma. 

3. Miss A. informs us,^ that she ^' trusted this letter to the in- 
tegrity and judgment of Mr. Shaw, that he would make no improp- 
er use of it." And wbat use has he made of it ?< It was concealed 
from me more than eight years after it was written ; and in the mean 
time was shown to others, I know not to how many, in order, as I 
have been informed, to induce them to subscribe toward an annuity 
for Miss Ada ms' support. If this was Miss A's. object in writing 
this statement, and Mr. Shaw's in requesting it, be sure, it was 
well adapted to accomplish such an object ^ but could an honoura- 
ble and fair mind descend to such an artifice, or enjoy, with a quiet 
conscience, its fruits ; or reflect, without being filled with remorse^ 
that she had obtained this boon by means of groundless complaints, 
which had been attended to and removed, as soon as known ; and 
by gross misrepresentations, which, as far as credited, must in- 
flict a fatal wound on the honour, integrity, and veracity of a min- 
ister of the Gospel, who for fifteen years had been her friend and 
patron, and against whom, as she had recently acknowledged, she 
had no cause of complaint ? 

* See note 3d, in her Reply to tl^ Appeal 
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it hai been used for another purpose. It was sent for, by a 
person, whom I could nafl[p, in the summer of 1809, on purpose 
to counteract the effect o^ statement I had made of this Bubject» 
to a very dear and worthy female friend of mine. She obtained 
it, the very copy I possess, as she told me, when it was shown to ^ 
ber* It had but a partial effect on her fair and friendly mind. In f^ 
an interview with this friend, in Oct, 1812, she mentioned this t/^j^H » /^^ 
MS. and stated some facts which it contained, and fisked me cer« f f 

tain questions. This was the^r^^ intimation I received of the 
existence of such a letter, I requested that I might see it. She 
at first said I should see it, but a short time after, when my re* ^ 

quest was repeated, she informed me^ that she wa9 not at liberty 
to show it to me. 1 immediately sought to obtain it from Miss A. 
herself, through Rev. Mr. Bates, (Miss A. then being at Ded* 
ham,) but failed. In a note she wrote to Mr. Bates, she author* 
ized him to assure me, that the letter I was seeking contained 
'nothing essential, which I had not already seen.'^ 

I was so far satisfied with the declarations of Miss A. contain* 
. ed in this Note, that I made no further efforts to obtain this MS, 
till Oct. ISldf when some occurrences induced me to apply to 
Mr. Shaw for it. Miss A. says, in the third note to her Reply to 
my Appeal, ** I understand from Mr. Shaw, that he furnished 
Dr. M. with a copy, as soon as it was asked for. But why wait 
eight years to be asked for such a letter as this ? How correct 
this assertion of Miss A. is, will be seen by the following facts. 
On the 18th of Oct. 1813^ I wrote Mr. Shaw the following Note, 

Wm. 8. Shaw, Esq. OcTOBBia is, isis. 

Sir, I will thank you to loan me for a few days, the 
** Statement made by Miss H. A. of her difficulties relative to 
her History of New-England, which you loaned to Mr. , 

for the purpose of showing to my friend Mrs. — * — '— , and which 
she accordingly has read, I applied to Miss A. for it, and she 
states, that it is " sssentialljf the same, as that inspected by me, and 
the Referees, and that it was written prior to their award.'' If 
so, there can be no objection to my seeing it, as I have her state* 
ment which was made to the Referees. My friend, Mrs. , 

has stated to me some very important particulars, which she 
found in the copy you have, which are not in mine, and which I 
have a great desire to see $ and which, as they affect my charac* 

ter, I have a right to know, I trust, therefore, you will readily 

comply with my request^ and oblige your obedient servant, 

J.MORSB. 

The message I received from Mr, Shaw by the bearer of the 
above note was, that be would look it ud and send it. After 
^siting some days, I sent again for it. The message I received 

* 8«e Miff A'l note to Mr. Bate« af 0«t 90. UU. 
i 
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from Mr. S. was, that he did not understand 017 note. I sent a 
third time without obtaining it. I th4pcalied on Mr. S. myMeVr 
and in a few dajs after, he sept it to me. 

5. On this letter, Miss A. in her <' Reply" to the •' Ap- 
^ peal/' remarks as follows : 

\ *^ Dr. M. affects great surprise at his recent diacovery- of its ex- 
li ^ istence. What will the public think, when they know that every 
fact of the least importanciy in that paper, was contained in a state- 
ment given to the Referees, after being shown to Dr, M> hitn^ 
self and by him not then contradicted in any particular !** What 
will the public think, I reply, when they know that the above sen- 
tence contains one direct falsehood^ if no more. The stateftient 
given to theReferees, and shown to me, was contradicted by met 
at the time^ in several very important and material particulars^ 
in written ^* Remarks'' exhibited 'at the Reference, and a copy^ of 
these Remarks was left with the Referees*^ 

The following discrepance in the two statements is hardly con- 
sistent with Miss A's declaration. 

STATEMENT TO MR. SHAW. STATEMENT TO TBE REFEREBS. 

"This interview, with Dr. P A ^- <*At an interview, afterward, 
isH, acquitted him in my this gentleman^ (Dr. P.) over- 
opinion^ and relieved my powered her with professions 
mind from a weight of anxiety* of good mil." 
which had injured my health, 
and retarded my publica- 
tion." 

In the statement to the Referees, as in that to Mr* Shaw, there 
is no acquittal of Dr. P. On the other hand. Dr. P. 19 censured 
with great severity ; and yet, strange as it may «eem, to all who 
are unacquainted with the true nature and design of this controver- . 
sy, he has been ever sinc^ kept entirely Out of sight, and the 
whole pretended turpitude of this business is made, without any 
apparent cause, to attach exclusively to me. 

6. In regard to the great and solemn oath, which Miss A. seems 
willing to take in support of the truth of every particular fact in 
this statement, which iii any degree affects my character, I would 
remark, that her expression here is guarded. The /acf^ here 
stated, strictly speaking, none of them can be said, directly and . 
abstractedlyt to affect my character ; though I would not for my ' 
life, undertake to support some of theoo with my oath. It is not 
the facts of which I particularly complain* It is the insinuatioUy to 
which I have already alluded ; the important omissions and de- 
fects in the narrative, both in point of /ac*« and chronology; it 
is a certain studied phraseology^ adapted to deceive the reader; 
and lead him to believe that events, which passed away in a day, 
in a month, were many days, .and many months in passing ; it 

' * Se« these Remarks saljoined to the statemeat aUaded to in its place. 






3' . 

is eflpecially the circumstance^ that pretended grievances, which 
are made to implicate my character deeply, ^nd which, by 
-Miss A's own acknowledgment, had been recently removed^ 
to her entire satisfaction, should be again revived, and formal- 
ly stated in writing, to be privately circulated,— ^these are the 
tLings of which I complain ; and these Miss A's oath neither 
affects nor removes.^ For these things, every declaration in 
her Reply notwithstandingf she stands chargeable before the 
public, and to that higher tribunal^ to which she has seen fit to 
appeal. 

But this topic, with some others ^ippertaining to the letter we 
have been considering, are particularly illustrated in my letter to 
Miss A. of the 31st of January last, to which the reader is re- 
ferred, 

HISTORY Of THE OBIOIN, FBO6BES89 AND U^B OF THE NOTEB 

8T0BY OF THE MANVSCBIFT. 

This story is told in my ** Appeal." Its history, could it be 
obtained complete, would form a fruitful subject for a novel. 
Though at first disowned by its putative paren t, there imme- 
diately sprung up friends for the foundling, not a few, nor of 
ordinary respectability^ who eagerly took it up, and nurtured ^ it 
with 4:are ; and it has rewarded their friendship by its pliant sub- 
serviency to their views. It has been a great traveller, and has 
evinced^ that it is of the Profean mce, from its various dress 
and appearance. Many direct attempts have been made to stran- 
gle it, as an infamous defamer of character, a pest to social inter- 
course, a separator of friends, and a destroyer of good. But such 
a favourite has it been, so vigilant, powerful,.and active have been 
its supporters^ that these attempts have all failed. It has survived 
every attack ; and with its increase in age, has grown in strength 
and influence. Whether the late wound it has received will prove 
mortal, remains to be known. But to drop this figure. 

This story is traced directly to Mr. Josiah Guilh, of Cam- 
bridge^ a member of the college ; and, as I am informed^ he declar-' 
ed at the time, that he heard Miss Adams herself relate it to his 
mother. It lies therefore with Mr. Guild, and Miss A. to settle 
its origiii between them. 

The following letter, penned at the moment, and which wa« 
communicated to the Referees,^ at once authenticates the origin 
of the stery, and connects it with the causes why it was got up; 
and will enable all, who understand what has been the state of 
things in this regiout for the last nine yeari^, to account for the use 
that has beenmade of this, and other equally false and wounding 
stories, which have beeja put into circulation concerning me. 

* The original is now beforc'me, and mvj be seen by any one. 
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RiV. and Dear Sir, 

A friend of jou and mjself jast called on me to ask^ if 
your History of New-England were a plagiarism from a m^mtf- 
tmj>f of Miss H ANif AH Adams ? I replied in the negative ; and 
told him that a considierablepart of it had been prepared for pub' 
licationi long before the pubHcation of her history* He obser ved^ 
that a person told him, he had heard Miss A. saj, that she put in* 
to your care» for inspection^ a manuscript of an abridgment of her 
History of New-England ; that you took yours from it ; advised 
her to proceed to publication ; and thenrobbec^ her of the benefit 
of it, by publishing it yourself. I speak as I heart that you majr 
know how to meet report j and make due allowance for the me* 
dium. Though my author was a friend, his is of a family that 
cannot digest your Trve Reasons;'^ does not probably relish the 
Panoplisi; and is particularly partial io Miss A. As the re« 
port is probably grateful to some in and about coUege» I wish as 
soon as may be \o know more particularly how to meet.it my- 
self. Yours, &c. 

P.S. It may be best not to mention this subject to any one im- 
mediately, as Miss A* may be misrepresented, and the report 
may not be very public. 

Upon the receipt of this tetter, Dr. Holmiss was requested to 
write Miss A. which he promptly did, as follows, . , 



Miss Hannah Adams, 



Cambridgb, August 15th« 1805. 



Last evening, mj esteemed friend^ I was called on by a young 
gentleman, who was desirous to know, whether I had heard, at 
any time, that Miss Adams had felt herself injured by Dr. Mobsb 
in the matter of her abridgment of the History of New-Engladd. 
I stated what I knew, and asserted what I conceived to be your 
just claims. ■ 

But those claims, I found, were readily conceded. The ques- 
tion reached further. It respected a report, " that Miss Adams 
bad lent her MS. to Dr.MoRSB for examination, &c. but that he 
detained it some time, made extracts from it for his own work, 
and then returned it.'' I replied, that I had never heard such a 
report. He told mt that it was beginning to prevail, as from 
Miss Adams, and expressed, as was natural, a solicitude for its 
effects on Dr. M. whose particular friend he is. I told the young 
gentleman I would write to you, and make the inquiry, not in the 
least doubling that there is some misconception,- or intentional 

• The *« Tru£ J^eaaona'* here alluded to, refer to a pamphlet eommoDly designated 
by this tftle, which was published shortly after the electiOD of a Hollis Professor of 
Divinity in Harvard College^ and which, as it is a key to unlock and lay open to the 
public the principal and most operative pawet of the existing contt^oversy, I have 
thought it proper* and even necessary, to introduce into this pamphlet, ia order t§ 
giT« thCvpublie a faU vieir of the whole ground. 
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misrepreftentation. If jou will do me the favour to write me 
early by the maiU and let me know the facts on that subject in » 
few words^ you, will oblige others, 9nd also Your sincere friend. 

a; HOLMES. 



1 

I. 

I' 

ft 

I 

t 



Wrbmtham, Sept. 



isas. 



BEV. MRm holmes. 



Rev. Sify 

I gratefully acknowledge your goodness in writing, and would 
have immediately returned an answer ; but your letter did not ar- 
rive till late last evening. Permit me solemnly to declare, that I 
have never reported any thing like what you mention respecting 
Dr. Morse. 1 own, however, I felt surprised and hurt when I 
found his concise History of New-England was put to the press ; 
and thought he ought previously to have apprized me of his in- 
tention* My helpless situation made it necessary for me to con* ' 
suit my friends upon the subject^ and I have uniformly made the 

, same statement to them, which I did to you. Be so good as to 
inform Dr. Morse's friend, that the report you mention never 
came from me, that I never heard of it before^ and am as much 

« concerned and hurt with it, as he can possibly be. 

Your compliance with my request will enhance the favours al- 
ready conferred upon, 

Rev.SiVi 

Your miLch obliged friendf 

H. ADAMS. 

It is proper here to say, that I never saw either of the foregoing 
letters, till copie^ of them were handed 1808 to the Referees by Mr. 
HteoiNseir. I was barely informed, that Dr. Holmes had written 
Miss A. and that she had answered directly and satisfactorily, 
contradicting the. report. Here I supposed it would end. Con- 
scious that there was not a shadow of foundation for the report, it 
gave me no concern. I supposed it a boyish report of a day. 

I had no belief that so base Siud palpable a falsehood could ob- 
tain any currency among people of decent, liincbJess of respec- 
table, standing in society. I was however de.ceived. Events, 
with which the reader is soon to be made acquainted, had unfor- 
tunately prepared many, differing from me in religioiis opinions, 
and in the expediency ^nd correctness of certain measures re- 
cently adopted relating to the College, to give too favourable an 
ear to this story. They probably had not heard that Miss A. 
had contradicted it, and might have supposed it substantially 
true. And associating chiefly with those, who, to say the least, 
" had no partiality for me," and felt no particular interest to stop its 
course, it obtained a degree of creditj and a currencyt which in 
ordinary circumstances it could never have gained, and among a 
class of people, who have too much character knowingly to sanc- 
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iion such calumDies ; but who, when thej have once imbibed prej* 
udicea, and committed themselves on false graundp tooreluctant- 
I7 afterward yield to the evidence of truth. In no other way 
can I satisfactorily account for. the progress and effects of this 
story. 

But I descend to particular facts. I omit names and details as 
unnecessary to my purpose. They shall both be given, however, 
to any who ask it. 

This story, long after it was contradicted bj Miss A. was told 
to two very respectable ladies, my particular friends, of my own 
congregation, in such manner, and by persons of such character, as 
to excite doubts and deep concern In their minds, whether it 
might not be true* 

Two other persons, also in this town* not inclined to believe 
ill of me, and numbered with the particular acquaintances of Miss 
A. had fully believed the story true, till a short time since. Tlie 
impressions on their minds, I have reason to believe, were made by 
Miss A« herself; she at least never took any pains to efface them, 
though a visitor in the family. 

In a large and respectable company of gentlemen and ladies 
in Boston, in the hearing of a worthy friend of mine, who imme- 
diately after informed me of it, this story was told, in all its ag- 
gravating circumstances ; and, to use the words of my friend, 
" every word of it was swallowed as true." The effects were, 
as would be natural, expressions, from every .quarter, of strong in- 
dignation at my conduct, l^his took place in th^ fall of 1808, and 
was the immediate cause of the Reference hereafter mentioned* 
•This story has been told within two months, in Newburyport, 
in the hearing of a worthy member of my church, and, as she ap- 
prehended, was believed by the company to be true, and produc- 
ed all its natural effi^cts upon my reputation. 

In the bearing of a very worthy and respectable gentleman in 
Boston, this same story was told, not long since, in a promiscuous 
company of gentlemen, in the city of New- York ; and when this 
gentTeman expressed his belief, that this business had been set- 
tled, or cleared up, another gentleman present, a near relation of 
one of the present ministers of Boston, asserted, that it had not 
been cleared up ; and the unfavourable impressions from the story, 
were thus left on the minds of the company. 

The minister of Boston, just alluded to, not eighteen months 
ago, if I rightly recollect, assured me of his full belief of this 
story, in all its prominent particulars; and so strong was the 
impression on his mind of its truth, that after I had contradicted 
it as fully as it is done in my Appeal, he still doubted,, and con- 
cluded the conversation on the subject, by saying, <<I will 

2st^ , y a respectable gentleman in Boston, if it be not 

true." How came thisstory so deeply rivetted in the mind of this 
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clergjDian? Admit that he bad aprepartd mind to receive it, 
aa DO doubt he had . ;et -Bome of his associatea, who believed it, or 
wished it believed, must have sown it on this prepared soil ; and 
among its fruits, we maj probably reckon the fact, just stated, of 
what passed in the company in New-York. 

A very worthy and respected family in Boston, I was informed 
within a few weeks, by persons of undoubted veracity, (and this 
fact, and the urgent request of those who communicated it, be- 
cause they deemed it an indispensable step, formed one itroi^ • 
reason for making my Appeal to the public,) a family in which 
MisH A. is particularly acquainted, have been in the habit of con- 
sidering Ibis story as undoubtedly true, and have had toward me 
the feelings which a belief of it would naturally inspire. And a 
multitude of others in Boston, and in its near vicinity, I am )is- 
Bured from every quarter, have entertained the same feelings, and 
from the same cause. 

Members of every branch ot the legislature, some from Maine, 
from Northampton, and from Springfield and other pla<;es, have, 
to myperaonal knowledge, heard this story in Boston, in tbt higher 
circles there, and not without very unfavourable impressions con- 
cerning my character. 

A venerable clergyman, in an interior and retired town, lately 
informed me, that be had heard this story. 

It was told in such a manner to a worthy lady, not of my ac- 
quaintance, in BIllericB, previously well aSected to my character, 
as to change her regard into indignation. 

From these and many other like facts, which have incidental- 
ly come to my knowledge, without my seeking after them, I 
may, I think, with the highest degree of probabilily, infer, that 
this false and infamous story has bad a very wide circulation, and 
on many minds producedavery injurious effect, through the very 
active exertions of a few individuals, who i^re known to have 
been employed io thp business of defaming my charact^ij. 

Such are the proofs of the truth of my declaration, in the sec- 
ond paragraph in my Appeal. With these facts before them, 
the public will know how to judge of the correctness of Miss A's 
assertions respecting tbis story, in the beginning of her Reply ; 
and of the pertinency of her question, " Why I have brought 
forward this story ?" and of the ground for h*er insinuation, which 
follows, and which I cannot condescend further to notice. 

These facts, concerning the use that baa been made of this 
story for more than eight years past, and was still made of it, 
cretly to undermine and blast my reputation and usefulnest 
trust will fully justify me in appealing to the public in the man 
1 have done; and also, in connecting tbis wbole aSair respect 
Miss A. ai I have, with the only cause whibh can satiafactoi 
account for the use that has been made of it. 
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"" OF THE PAMPHLET, ENTITLED « TRUE REASONS, *:«•'» 

About the time that the Compendioas History of New-England 
was published, in the Autumn of 1804, commenced the public 
Gontroversj in the neirspapers,'^ on the subject of filling the 
chair of Hollis Professor of Divinity, in the University at Cam* 
bridge, made vacant by the lamented death of Dr. Tappamt. 
* This controversy produced considerable agitation in the public 
mind, and issued in the election of its present occupant, the Rev« 
Dr* Ware. As a member of the Board of Overseers, I opposed 
this choice* and for reasons which I was afterward constrained to 
publish in self defence. This publication, which I have thought 
it necessary here to insert entire, was then, and has ever since been, 
considered, by one class of people, as my unpardonable offence^ 
and by another class, as the beat thing I ever did. One of the 
former party is said to have declared soon after its publicatioD, 
that ^* it^Hs BO bad a thing, that it would more than counter- 
balance all the good I ever had done, or ever should afterward do, 
should I live ever so long ;*' while another of the other party, saidt 
<< if I had never done any good before I made that publication, and 
should never do any thing afterward, that single deed would of it- 
self produce effects of sufficient importance and utility to mankind, 
to be worth living for." I introduce these extravagant declarations, 
merely as indications of the deep interest that was taken, at the 
time, in this little pamphlet, connected with the event of which 
it treated. This pamphlet, to one party so eii^tremely obnoi^ioua, 
was published after uke middle oi March, 1805, a month after 
the election of Professor Ware. It was reviewed in the An- 
thology the same month.f The spirit of this review, and the 
sort of attacks and menaces, which in other forms I received, 
induced me, and others, my friends, who acted with me, to be- 
lieve, that some defensive measures had become indispensable. 
, A periodical work was mentioned and agreed upon ; anfl the 
circumstances under which it was published, and its design, sug* 
gested its title, Thb Paitoplist, which it has ever since borne. 
The proposals Cpr this work were issued early in April, 1805, and 
the first rfo. appeared the June following ; and the numbers have 
been regularly published every month since. 

In these two publications, as the roott and the subsequent estab- 
lishment of the Tl^eological Institution at Andover, which com- 
menced, in contemplation and active exertions, in the spring of 
1806, and in the collateral events necessarily growing out of these, 
the public will find a cause, or rather a combination of causes, 

* See ths Centinel^ PtUadiam, and Chroniele, from Sept 1801^ to Miureli 1805. 

1 8s« Anthology, Vol. n. p. 1$8. 
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adequate to produce the effects which they have witnessedi and 
corresponding in their nature to these effects, particularly as they 
have affected me, ip relation to the subjects ot the present con- 
troversy. 

Here follows the Pamphlet, to which the reader's attention is 
particularly requested, in the view of it above presented. 
It bears the following title, 

THE TRUE BEASONS, 

On which the election of a Hollis Professor of Divinity in Har- 
vari College^ was opposed at the Board of Overseers^ Feb* 
14, 1805, by Jedidiah Morse, D.D* member of Board of 
Overseers, 

The subsequent note was prefixed to this Pamphlet. 

The following publication, for which some may think an apolo* 
gy necessary, is made with a view to'correct certain misrepre- 
sentations, which have gone abroad relative to the late election 
of a Professor of Divinity ; to communicate some material infor- 
mation ooncerning the true, design of the pious Mr. Hollis, in es- 
tablishing this Professorship, which the writer was not permitted 
to lay before the Board of Overseers when* the abovementioned 
election was under consideration ; and to acquaint the citizens 
of the Commonwealth, who have an interest in this ancient and 
respectablie seat of science, and a claim to its privilegeSf with th« 
real grounds of the existing controversy. March^ 1805* 

Harvard College was founded in 1638. Of the religious prm- 
ciples and character of its founders there can be no doubt, since 
they were the same men, who in 1648, subscribed the Westmin^, 
ster Confession of Faith, as containing, in their view, the true 
doctrines of the Gospel. 

The important and pious design of this Institution, which for 
more than a century appears to have been religiously regarded, and 
ought ever to be kept in view, is concisely and happily expressed 
in the motto of the college sealy <'Christo et EcciiEsiiB." 
For Christ and the Church. ** In unison herewith the first 
law in the college code respecting the students, enacted by the 
Overseers in 1642, is this, << Every one shall consider the main 
end of bis life and studies, to know God and Jesus Christ^ 
which is eternal life.*'^ The other laws and regulations of the 
college breathe the same Christian spirit. 

This seminary was founded by the fathers of New-England, 
for the benefit of their << posterityn dreading an illiterate ministry,'' 
when the learned and pious pastors they then enjoyed should 
sleep in the^ust.f ' 

• 

* Professor Pesrsoa's Lect'ore, occasioned by the dekth. of President Wiil«rd» p. 
15. Xote. 

t New-EngUud'J First Fruits. 
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That such was the design of thi« Instifutiofi, is confirmed by 
the folfowing extractfrom an Address of the Corporation to the 
king;, Feb. 5» 1 723, about the time the Divinity Professorship was 
founded. " Our fathers,** say they, "were some of the old Puri- 
tans. Religionwas their chief care^ and in order to that, learning ; 
that they began a college ; and that from it our many churches have 
been supplied with pastors; that the principles of religion are 
here taught and instilled into our youths and our many churches 
are at this day famous for their zeal for the true protestant religion, 
according to the doctt'indl articles of the Church of England ; 
nor have they been exceeded by any in the joy of seeing those 
divine truths secured to us in your Majesty's possession of the 
throne.*' 

The benefactors of this college, chiefly, and its successive 
Presidents and Professors of Divinity, with scarcely an exceptioD, 
have, in their religious prjpciples, harmonized with its founders. 

In pursuance of the same most important design, Mr. HoIIis 
established his Professorship of Divinity, as will appear from the 
following extracts from his letters on the subject.* To Presi- 
dent Leveret and Dr. Coleman, he writes, Sept. 23, 1^20. " Yoar 
new proposal of a suitable stipend for a Divinity Professor, to 
read lectures to the students, surprises me. I could not have 
thought but in the standing of your college, yon had made such 
provision long since. However, if not, or if I mistake your mean- 
ing, I desire you to explain \o me more largely that matter, and to 
tell me how much will be called an honourable stipend. 

^< I further entreat you. Sirs, to cease your praises to me, 1 
am weary of the thanks ; it is over doing; I fear it should hurt 
the instrument, and swell the pride of a naughty heart. Who am 
I ? Christ is my all. Little,'very little, I can do for his name^s 
sake, who has died for me and given me good hope through grace, 
and by his providence put it in my. power, and inclined my heart 
to this ivay among others, of expressing my gratitude for his 
name's sake ; to him be the glory of all." • 

In a letter to Dr. Cqleman, of Jan. 17, 1721, he gives the fol- 
lowing instructive and unaSected account of the religious exer- 
cises of his mrnd, which show him to have been a Christian of 
like excellent spirit, with the founders of the. college. ** Perhaps 
if i add some lines, you will not be displeased, and I Would write 
for the glory of God, ascribing what 1 am to richffree, and sov* 
ereign, electing /ove, manifesting forth his favour to me in lime, 
by his word and ordinances. 

" I was born, a.d. 1659, my father and mother then members 
of the same Church, (Pinner's Ball) Mr. Simpson and Mr. Cradocfc 
being pastors. By them I had a religious education, and was 
trained up in the knowledge of the Scriptures and catechlsun ; and 

* The Ttiformntion which follows, the writer wisbed for MAManee to hsvfr iotro- 
duced before the Board of Overseers, believing it in poiot, and vei^ import^DC ; but 
was denied, because he had only extracts to exhibit, and not the originals, [These 
extracts were taken from the originals, whiefa were known at the time to be in the 
archives of the 6oUege.]| Thii fttmiiheg a priacipal reiMon for lluf puhUcstioD. 
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bad many early impressions of sin and duty in my ypath, divers 
of which lie minuted by me, for occasional reviews, to this day ; 
and for my bumbling to find the effects o( corrupt nature, so early 
budding, notwithstanding the«bridle and restraint I was' under* 
About 1669, 1 had the small pox in a severe manner, and find I 
made promises of after care and amendment, if I recovered* But 
about I6r0, I grew weary of private devotion, till by an unusual 
providence I was awakened to it again, and friendly advised, by 
a servant majd, to write down and keep minutes by me of pas* 
sages relating to my soul^ which might be of use in after trials and 
temptations to review. 

*' About I67I9 1 had fresh convictions of sin, and fears of hell, 
awakened in me under Mr« A. Palmer's ministry; especially 
wliile he preached from 10 Matth. 28, which I oKen recollect ; 
and some time after from 36 Ezek. 26, 27th verses, made me 
pray for a thorough conversion to Goi>. 

** AbcMit 1672, 1 was sent to France, but by bad weather our 
'ship was leaky, returned to the Downs, and she was sunk under 
Dover castle. I came ashore first in the boat, and returned to 
liondojn with many pious resolutions in my mind* ' 

''About 2673, I was sent to Sheffield in Yorkshire^ on my 
father^s business in trade ; where I gained more knowledge in re- 
ligion under old Mr. Durant's preaching, and reading one of 
Mr. PolhilPs books, treating of redemption^ and the work of 
conversion. About 1674, 1 went to France, and lived in a sober 
family at Rouen. Being returned to London, and reading the 
Scriptures, my fatlier being a Baptist in profession, I s^w it to be 
zny duty to own and profess the Christian religion, and from the 
command, 28 Matlh. 19, to be baptized, and had lately received 
the encouraging hopes from 1 1 Matth. 28, and afterwards, from 
6 John 37, a choice text, and 55 Isaiah 1st. 

^^ About 1676, 1 made public confession of my faith and hope, 
and submitted to baptism ; desiring to evidence in my life the 
things fiignified thereby. After this, my father sent me on busi* 
ness, where I travelled far (D^ver in France ; beingre turned to London 
about 1677, 1 set myself to review what evidences I had .of a con- 
verted state, and a Christian's duty^ was to go forward in the ways 
of religion, and to show my love to Christ by keeping his com- 
mands, and I fpund church communion, and the Lord's Supper 
fositii^e institutions ; in obedience to which, I addressed to Mr. 
aimer, the pastor of the church, who encouraged me to ofier 
myself to the church for examination of my right to it, which I 
did, and was accepted by them, admitted a member^ written in 
their book. Oh may I be found written in the Lamb's book of life, 
* and approved by him, as Judge in the great day i Some time after, 
Mr. Palmer, died, and Mr. Nowel was chosen pastor.. Thisre 
was then a numerous society, many knowing, praying men and 
women among us, almdst all which' now sleep in Jesus. I think 
we are but three alive, and I am the yotingest, and Have tea* 
son to mourn for my little proficiency in grace and knowledge* 
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<< About 1700»I was chosen deacon of the church and accepC- 
ed) and I have etercised' a conscience therein, as to Ood, in the 
care of all tl^e tables j but I see inanj defects in my best service, 
and flee to the covenant mercies ofOod in Christ. When I look 
back, and take a narrow view of my ways, that text is some re- 
freshing to me, 1 Cor. 6, 11, with 3 Titus 3, kc. 

" Al^ut 170r, Mr. Jer* Hunt was chosen pastort and b^ the 
grace of God we continue our church state« and meet hi the same 

Elace ; through good report, and evil surmises. Oor numbers 
ave been small some years, but we have walked in love^ till 
lately, some few have been made uneasy, by a hot zeal without 
knowledge. Yet I hope shortly the hinocence of the upright 
shall be manifested, and the l^landerers be ashamed. We have 
need to pray for truth and peace with love : I desire yourprayers, 
that I may be kept honest, and found faithful and endure to the 
end, which is now nearer than when I first believed, bearing id 
beart and memory Jude's exhortation v. 20, 21, and joining 
in the same faith and doxologv with him v. 24, 25. 

^< Having withdrawn myself in a good degree from trade, I 
have now liberty for reading and some services of goodness and 
charity ; but do not find it easy, sometimes, to improve my time 
as I woold to good purpose. I desire to have a regard to watch 
iny thon&;hts ; but ob, now unstable! I have with comfort lately 
perused Mr. Howe's book, called << Blessedness of the Righteous ;" 
and long to have such. thoughts more abiding. I make the Bible . 
the rule of my life and practice, and ground of my future hopes, 
though I am very imperfect in works, and weak in faith. 

<<I bs[ve be^ii a trader and merchant about forty years, and 
used diligence in my calling, without neglecting my family wor- 
ship ; and niy God, whom I serve, has mercifully succeeded my 
endeavours, and with my increase inclined my heart to a propor- 
tionable distribution. I havf credited the promise, he that giveth 
id the poor lendeth to ike Lord ; I have found it verified in this 
life, and that 32 Isaiah 8. Olory be to his name. I have, through 
God'd goodnessi remaining for myself and family, [sufficient] to 
pay my jnst debts and te give to the needy, that asketh ; and to 
meditate prudently some largesses over and abovei as you will 
find, if the Lord succeed. 

'* And now what shall I render to the Lord for all these bene- 
fits ? Glory be tq his name* Qh give thanks with me* I think 
not hereby io'be justified. My rejoicing is in Jesus Christ my 
GOD and Saviour. , My hope is to be accepted in the beloved, 
and to be acquitted and justined before Ood the Father, only on 
account of the obedience^ active and passive^ of the Lamb of 
6ddy who taketh away the sin of the world. He is the propf/io- 
tion for our sins, and through faith in him I hope for peace with 
God, the continued influences of his Spirit, and complete redetnp- 
tion. Glory be to God in the highest, while we adore the econ^ * 
omy of the DIVINE THREE in the revealed works of our sal- 
vation. Amen.** 
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Let it be remembered, that ^ Mr. Hollis here speaks of << cor- 
rupt hcUure*^ as the root of sin ; that he ascribes the graces, 
i^hicb constitute his Christian character, ^' to rich^freey and sov- 
ereigny electing^ love\** That his hope of justification, and abcep- 
taoce before God rested not, in any degree, on his numerous and 
useful charities, in which few men have ever esiceeded him^ but 
'^ only on the obedience^ acHve and passive, of the Lamb ofOod^ 
the propitiation for our sins** through faith in whom he ex- 
pected *< peace with God, the continued influences of his Spirit,, 
and complete redemption ;" and lastlj, that he <' adores the econ- 
omy of the DIVINE THREE, in the revealed works of our salva-r 
tion.'' After this, it is presumed, no one will be disposed to deny 
that Mr. HoUis was a professed believer in the leading articles 
of that faith, which is commonly denominated Calvinistic, 

If further evidence be required, however, it may be found in 
the following note, to a Poem, written immediately after his death. 
^^ I am informed,*' says the author, ^' that Mr. Hollis entertain- 
e(} a very honourable esteem for the doctrine of the ever blessed 
Tbinitt^ the imputed righteousness ofChrist, &c. and that his 
openiy avowing these principles was a check upon some, who ap- 
peared to have no great opinion of them/'^ Besides^ in a letter 
to Dr. Coleman, Aug. 1728, accompanied with a present of an 
elegant set of Calvin* s Works, he says, I imagine ^'they will 
please you, as they do me** 

Such was the religious faith and character of Ihe founder of 
the Divinity Professorship in Harvard college. Is it probable 
that such a man would be indifferent, as to the doctrinal principles 
of his Professor, whether he were " a foUo wer of Calvin, of Armin- 
ius, of Arius or Socinus ?"f No one, surely, who understands 
the wide difference between these sects of Christians, can reason? 
ably suppose it. It would be contrary to common sense, and 
to all experience, to believe that the founder of a Professorship of 
Divinity would not wish to have a Professor of the same religious 
sentiments with himself. He mighty indeed, admit of shades of 
difference in points not very important, a^ is the fact in respect to 
Mr^ Hollis, who was a man of great Christian candour iind liber- 
ality* But we are not left to infer this from the nature of the 
case; there is abundant' evidence to show, that he was remarka- 
bly particular in prescribing what should ever be the character 
and religious principles of his Professor, and in guarding against 
a departure from his orders. J 

In his " Rules, Orders, and Statutes,'* relating to his Professor, 
he is explicit in declaring what shall be his qualiGcations and 
principles ^^Vkd. in prescribing his duties^ l^hefttjff and eleventh 
Articles declare what shall be his qualifications and principles. 

I. " That the Professor be a Master of Arts, and in communion 

* Poem on the death of Mr. HoHis, by Sayer Rudd. London, 1731, p. 23. 
t See Antfiology for Feb. 1805, p. 78, and Centinel of Jan. 16,. 1805. 

:^ See the note at the close of the *'Trae Reasons.'' • 
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with aome Christian chorch of one of the three denomination^^ 
Congregational, Presbyterian, or Baptbt.^ 

XL <* That the person, chosen from time to time to be a Pro- 
fesior, be a man of solid learoing in Divinity, of «ound or orthodox 

{nincipleSf one who is well gifted to teach, of a sober and pious 
ife, and of a grave conversation.'^ 

The second ffourthf and^/A prescribe his duties. 

II. *^ That his province be to instruct the students in tb€ sev* 
eral parts of Theology, by reading a system of positivef and a 
course o{ controversial Divinitj/f beginning always with a ^hort 
prayer/* 

IV. " That the Professor read publickly once a week ujpon 
Divinity^ either positive, . controversial, or casuistical; and aa 
often upon Church History, critical Exposition of Scripture, or 
Jewish Antiquities, as the Corporation, with the approbation of 
ihe Overseers, shall judge fit, always terms of vacation excepted." 

T. " That the Professor set apart two or three hours one af- 
ternoon in the week to answer such questions of the students, 
who shall apply to him, as refer to the system, or controversies 
of religion, or cases of conscience* or the seeming contradictions 
in Scripture.'* 

We learn with what care and precision these statutes were 
formed, from Mr. Hollis's letter to Dr« Coleman, Aug. 8, 1721, in 
which he says, ^^ In reference to your scheme for the Professor^s 
work, on due consideration, I think it requires some amendments. 
I give thanks to Mr. Wadsworth for his paper; and to Mr. Pres- 
ident and you for yours ;* it is a foundation to work upoD^, and I 
have consulted aeveral worthy pastors of churches her^e, who 
have studied abroad, as at Edinburgh, Utrecht, Leyden, and are 
acquainted with the Professors of Divinity works there. I have 
desired them to make some little alterations in your scheme, and 
•some remarks, as their reason for so doing, which, when finiahed, 
I shall send to you for your more mature consideration, believing 
you and they have nothing in view henein but furthering the glory 
ofGod.'* 

And here naturally comes up to view the main point in the 
controversy, viz. what did Mr.' HoUis mean by the phrase io the 
11th article—** of sotund or orthodox principles r* Did be, or 
did he not, mean that he should be of the principles commonly 
denominated Calvinistic ? These words were not used by the 
founder without meaning. - They were carefully examined, not 
only by HoUis himself, but by a numbecvof the most learned di* 
vines, who had been educated at the first universities in Europe^ 
and who mu^gjfaave perfectly understood the meaning of these 
terms. The^^vidently imply, that in the view of the founder, 
some sects of Christianswere.sotifid or orthodox^ and that others 
were unsound or heterodox. The latter he meant to exclude 
from his Professorship. Will it be pretended that all sects of 
Christians are orthodox i.e. *^ sound in opinion and doctrine?" 
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tt U beliered no oil« will avow tb«i sentimetit* Some then must 
be heterodox* But who are they ? Not Calvuiiats, for th^y are 
univerfeially distiDguisbed, »ay, sooietiinefi reproached, bj the 
term orthodox. To no other sect of Christiaiis has the term ever 
been applied. In all ecclesiastical history, the doctrines which 
€al vinists holds as the truth of Scripture, and which, for substance, 
are comprised in the articles of the Church of England, and the 
Assembly's Shorter Catechism, in which Mr. Hollis was edu-* 
cated, have been denominated the orthodox faiths in distinction 
from the doctrines of Arminius, Arius, and Socinus, and their 
followers. The term has never been applied (o the faith of any 
of these sects of Cfaristtans. 

But if a doubt remain in the mind of any person, as to the mean- 
ing of thesQ terms in the article before us, it must vanish when 
it is Recollected what was the religious faith of the man who used 
them. Every man had a right to explain his own languatge ; and 
certainly it would be very absurd to suppose that Mr. Hollis^ by 
** sound or orthodox principles," meant Arminian, Arian, or So- 
cinian principles, which are all essentially different from |iis 
own. T^he principles of these sects are the principles, beyond 
all reasonable doubts which he meant to exclude from his Pro- 
fessorship. ' . 

And this is made as certain as the nature of the case will ad« 
mit, from the character and principles of his first Professor, who 
was a man after his own heart ; of whom he thus speaks in a let- 
ter to Dr. Colemajn. " I am mightily pleased with the charac- 
ter you give of the gentleman you have proposed to be my first 
Professor.** After his election, and an intimate correspondence 
for about ten years,* and a knowledge of ibe manner in which he 
e^ecated the duties of his office, Mr. Hollis continued his high- 
approbation. The choice of his first Professor was conducted in 
the following manner, which evinces that the religious principles 
of the candidate were a matter of primary concern with the elec-^ 
tors, and that they were. careful to adhere to the statutes of the 
founder. '^At a meeting of the corporation, 23 Jan. ir22, the 
corporation having discoursed among themselves about choosing 
a Professor of Divinity on Mr. Hollis's foundation, and having for- 
merly had their thoughts on Mr. Wigglesworth for that service, 
(hey sent for him, and having discoursed him in general, and put 
such questions to him in particular, as by his answers gave them 
satisfaction about the smmdnesSf and orthodoxy of his principles 
in Divinityy they did elect the said Mr. E. Wigglesworth to be 
Professor of Divinity off Mr. Hollis*s foundation/'f 

« . • * 

* That is, till the death of Mr. ^ollia. 

t The l«te Profeasor Wigelesworth, the son and saoeesMV of the first Professor was 
elected to offiee, July 22, 1765. It appears that he also was sent for by the eorpora- 
,UoD,snd iiMUQiry ntaoe epneeming his prineiplesin divioi^, whether they were ertho' 
^x, aceordmg to the doetrines of the ohorehes of Christ with us, to which he gave 

/uUaud«aO>/cc^0r:y answers." ^ 
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['< At a meeting of the overaeeni, &c. Jan. 24, 1731*— S« Tbm 
Rev. President reported to the overseers, that the corporation 
bad proceeded to make choice of Tj/lr, Edward Wigglesworth to 
be Professor of Di\inity in Harvard College, and that yreceding 
the choice timy had examined the said Mr. Wigglesworth up- 
on several most important heads in divinity, which heads were 
severally named in the presence of the overaeerSj and the method 
of proceeding by the President and fellows in this important affair 
-w^L^ greatly to their sati^action. Then the Rev. President pre- 
sented the said Mr. W. to the overseers for their approbation 
and confirmation. And the question being put, whether the over- 
seers confirmed the said choice of the said Mr. W. to be a PrcH 
fessor of Divinity in Harvard College ? voted in the affirmative. 

*< Ordered by the overseers, that a minute be taken and record- 
^d of the several heads in divinity upon which the nev. Presi- 
dent and fellows had examined Mr. Wigglesworth, viz. That 
he appeared before the corporation and declared his assent, 
1. To Dr. Ames's Medulla Theologia. 2. To the Confession 
of Faith contained in the Assemblv's Catechism. 3, To the doc- 
trinal articles of the church of England ;. 'more particularly, 1. 
To the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. 2. To the doctrine of the 
Eternal Godhead of our blessed Saviour. 3. To the doctrine of 
predestination^ 4« To the doctrine of special efficacious grace. 
S. To the divine right of infant baptism/']"^ 

In this Professor then, we have the best possible evidence, 
^hat religious principles were required by the founder, and sought 
by the electors, and of course the best exposition of the true 
meaning of ^otind and orthodox, blh used in the statutes. Dr. 
Wigglesworth was a sound and orthodox manj in the opinion of 
the founder and of the electors. What then were Dr. Wiggles- 
worth's religious principles ? On this point we are not left in un- 
certainty. We have full evidence that he was a Calvinist. In 
his private lecture^ to the students, he << explained the Westmin- 
eter Confession of Fa{/&."f But I shall not be disputed on the 
point of Dn Wigglesworth's Calvinism/ 

Such then, in fact» was the Professor of Mr. Hollis's choice. 
And who has a right to say he would have approved of a man for 
that important office of very different religious principles ? for ex- 
ample of an Arminian or an Arian? To say this would imply, 
that Mr. Hollis had but little regard for, or confidence in his own 
principles, which it appears by his letters was very far from be- 
ing the case. 

The following documents manifest the solicitude of Mr. Hollis, 
lest his bequests to the College, those particularly for the sup- 

• • ' > » . 

* The two pamsraphs in brackets are added from tke Records of the Overseen, 
gbtained sinoe the first paUieation of this pamphlet. 

t See Prof. Wigglesworth Leet ou the Imputntioa of Adsm'f first sin. BostoH) 
173S. Prefec^ 
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port of a Divinity Professor, should be perverted to otber pur- 
poses than were intended by him, and show what means he adopt- 
ed to guard against such perversion. 

In a letter to Dr. Coleman, of Jan. 14, 1723, he says, *^I was 
displeased to hear that another person at your Board, should say 
to this effect, on reading my orders, that n;ften Mr. Hollis was 
dead, they could make n^w orders for himJ* It seems by this, 
that the disposition to disregard Mr. Hollis's orders was not pecu- 
liar to the present time. It is presumed^ were the founder how 
living, he would not be less displeased at the construction some 
are disposed to put on his ^^ orders,^ than he was at the sugges- 
tion, that new ones might be rjaadefor him after his decease. 

In the same letter he adds, *^ I wait to see your Corporation's 
obligation, and how you shall continue to act." In a letter of the 
18th of March following, he renews the subject of the bond and 
says, that it is the unanimous advice of Gov. Shute, lords Har- 
rington, and Bendisb, Mr. Neal, and Mr. Hunt, that I should 
insist on it to have such an obligation, as strong as may be accord- 
ing to your promise in former letters I should have, that in alt 
times coming the Corporation will perform my Trust in the 
manner appointed in my Orders, and not divert the monies de- 
toted, to any other uses; and in case of default hereof to my 
mind, that theti, by the power I have reserved to myself^ I may 

devise it over to -for other uses discoursed of,— which, if 

you ask your governor at his return, he will tell you morelargely .'* 

^^ I am of opinion, when you have received the letters sent you, 
as above mentioned, your Corporation will come into it to send 
me an obligation^ as desired, without waiting for a copy of a draft 
from liie. If I do not think it full enough, I may alter it, and re- 
turn it;, and it will not be prudent for you to delay t/." 

This bond was accordingly given by the Corporation, to Mr» 
Hollis, and bears date a.d. 1725, Sept. 23. The following is aa 
extract from it. ' 

^^ Whereas it has pleased Almighty God to inspire Mr. Thomas 
Hollisy merchant * in London, with most pious and generous 
designs for the honour of our great and glorious Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, and for the good of mankind, &c. 

** And, whereas the said Mr. Thomas Hollis is minded^ and 
desirous, for his better satisfaction, to have some Act or Instru« 
ment obligatory, binding the said President and Fellows of Har- 
vard College and their Successors, unto the faithful discharge of 
the Trust reposed in them, and to the inviolable observance of 
the Statutes and OrSers aforesaid : 

" Now Know ye, that the said B. WadswoPth President, B. 
Coleman, H. Flynt, E. Wiggles worth', N.AppIeton, and E. 
Hutchinson, Fellows of Harvard College aforesaid, being like 
minded and desirous to give to the said Mr. T. Hollis all sa/is/ac- 
tion and assurance of their/ait^ul discharge of the trust reposed 

'7 



46 

in them) aod their inviolable observance^ as much as ia theoi 
lies« of the Statutes and Orders aforesaid, do profess, testifyt 
and declare, that as thej are holden and strictly obliged by the 
college charter to observe religiously the will of the Donors and 
Benefactors tc the said College in all disposals of their donations, 
fio by these Presents the said President and Fellows do firmly 
bind and. oblige themselves and their iSiticce«8or« , in the same of- 
fices and trust, in all time coming, to manage» order, and dispose 
all the monies, that have been sent over by the said Mr. T* Hoi- 
lis and received by the college treasurer, vis. 3670.1d.0.2[* or 
that shall hereafter be sent over and received, and apply the in- 
come thereof conformably to the Statutes and Orders aforesaid ; 
and in all things and at all times shall and will faithfutly per- 
form the trust reposed in them^ the said President and Fellows of 
Harvard College and their Successors, &c."^ 

In 1726, Oct. 10th, Mr.Hollis again writes Dr. Coleman thus, 
*^ I desire youy Sir, to give me a particular account of my 
Professor of Divinity^ how he performs agreeably to my written 
OrderSy and wherein he is wanting in complying with them.'' 

The articles, which prescribe the duty of the Divinity Profes- 
sor, have been fecitedi One paft of his duty is to read "a sys- 
tem otposititfe divinity f^^ which comprehends <*an entire scheme 
of all the tenets which a Christian is bound to believe and profess. 
The truth of these the Divine must clearly perceive^ and be able 
to enforce upon his audience.^'f He is also to giVe a course of 
lectures *on controversial Divinity, and on suitable occasions to 
treat of << Casuistic Theology ^ or the science which decides on 
doubtful cases of moral Theology, and that calms the scruples 
of conscience^ which arise in the Christianas soul during his jour- 
fiey through the present world. "J 

It was the intention of Mr. Hollis, expressed in his orders, that 
his Professor should instruct the students of the college in all 
these branches of Theology, and he was solicitous to know of 
l)r. Coleman^ whether hi^ orders were duly regarded. Prom 
the preface of the Professor's Lecture before alluded to, it ap- 
pears, 'that they were obeyed, that he did lecture on positive^ as 
well as controversial Theology ; and that on controverted points^ 
he never failed at the close, to give his own sentiments.|| 

• The penalty of this bond, is a forfeiture of the fund to the heiH of Mr. HoHis. 

f Enoyolopedia, A^t. Theologj. tibid. 

l|The closing paragraph of the preface' just mentioned, evinoe^i the piety of this 
irorthy Professor, and the deep sense he had of the ireight of his offite. **I shall . 
add no more, but my earnest reqitest for the Reader's pmyers, that God would gra- 
ciously lead me from time to time into a clear apprehension of Divine Truths; that 
he would enable me to represent them to the satisfaction and establishment of those 
who will probably hereafter be the dispensers of them to this people through the 
land ; and that he would strengthen me to bear the great application, which my own 
tnsufficiency, aod the txsporta&oe of the daties of the trust reposed ia ne^ eaU for. 




w .. mi.^M .TimiL innn^mnnrrnn*^ 



•» - t^^JOt^ rg ,r nil ij^i 



Xc-^ 



»-«;j--»- -»=--*"-." — -"^^ mmmf^^^^m 



4t 

These things are mentioned to combat an opiqion now avowed; 
^nd becoming too fashionable among us, that the Professor of Di« 
Tinitj should not disclose his own particular religious sentiments 
to the students, but only place fairly before them all the tenets of 
the different sects of Christians, with their respective arguments, 
9,nd leave each student to form his own creed. It is of course 
pleaded, that it is of little importance what are the religious opin-? 
ions of the Professor, " whether he be a Calvinist, Arian, So- 
cinian or Latitudinari^n, provided he be a learned^ pious, 'moral 
manj capable of diffusing instruct,ion, and anxious to discharge 
his dutj with fidelity/'* 

On this plan, a learned unbeliever m the Christian revelation, 
would make the most unexceptionable Divinity Professor in a 
college, as being most free from prejudice in favour of any of the 
different schemes of Christianity. And next to him one of those 
Christians, " who have no preference of one style of divinity to 
another/' But whatever be the best plan of conducting t4ie theo^ 
logical instruction in a college of young men, this is certain, that 
Mr.Hollis never intended Ai5 Professor should instruct his pu- 
pils in the manner now described. His orders enjoin a very dif? 
ferent mode. 

In perfect coincidence with Mr. Hollis's design in founding 
his Ji)ivinity Professorship, and with his view of the duties of 
his Professor, Daniel Henchman, Esq. of Boston, as late as in 
174r, left a legacy to aid in the support of the Hollis Professor 
of Divinity in Harvard College, expressly on the following condi* 
tion ; '< i\o long as the person in, that office shall be a member id 
fuIlx:ommunion with some Congregational or Presbyterian church, 
and ^hs\\ profess and teach the principles of the Christian religion, 
according to the well known confession of faiths drawn up by 
the synod of the churches in New-England. But if at any time 
hereafter the person who shall be in the office of HoUisian Pro- 
fessor shall not profess and teach according to the aforesaid con- 
fession of failhy then the annual interest aforesaid, shall be' given 
by the President and Fellows of Harvard College, to some deserv- 
ing student of the said college, whose parents are not able to. be 
at the charge of his public education.;, and who shall also be ap- 
proved of by the pastors of the Old South church in Boston for 
the time being.^f 

Such, as have now been stated, are facts relative to the foun- 
dation of this Professorship, and such the qualifications and prin-^ 
ciples required by Mr. Hollis in his Professor, and sought and 
found by former electors. Things being sd, when called upon 
at the board of overseers to concur with the Corporation in their ' 
choice of a Hollis Professor of Divinity, it was conceived proper 

* See CeMtinel, Jm. 16> 1805 ; Piece signed Comtami Readfr. 
tHas this legaey been so appropriated since the eleetion of Professor War^ ? 
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and neceflsary to ioquiref^ Does the candidate possess the quali* 
ficationa required by the, founder? Is he of sound or oriho- 
dox principles ? Did the electors, previous to their choice, ex- 
amine the candidate, as was done in the case of the two first Pro- 
fessors, as to his orthodoxy? These questions were accordingly 
asked, but no satisfactory answers were given. It was observedf 
that the candidate had not been examined by the corporation, 
and the propriety of such a procedure was doubted. The right to 
examine, indeed, was denied. The particular religious principles 
of the candidate, though often asked for, were not disclosed, and 
•are, it is believed, still unknown to a great part of the members 
of the Board, except so far as they may be inferred from the si- 
lence of his friends, from negative evidence, and froni his cate- 
chism. It was particularly asked by one of the honourable mem- 
bers of the Senate, whether the candidate was a believer in that 
important doctrine, the divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ ? The 
reply conveyed no precise or satisfactory answer on that point. 
While thus ignorant of the ** principles^* of the candidate, how 
could the Board determine whether or not they were ** sound 
or orthodox f'* whatever be the meaning of these terms? From 
the catechism published by the candidate,! it was inferred, that 
he was notaCalvinist; that his sentiments on important points, 
such as the depravity of human nature, the impotency of man, 
the character of Jesus Christ, and the future state of the wicked, 
were widely different from those of Dr. Watts, whose catechism 
he professedly followed, as his ^^ model," in compiling his own, 
80 closely, indeed, as in general to adopt the same questions and 
answers.;]^ 

* The discassioQ before the Board wa80[»ened hf the Hon. Mr. Titcomb of the Sen- 
ate, who after some preliminary observations moved> that the foUowing Papers be 
read. 

1. "The Charter of Harvard College. 

2. ** The tferms or eonditiona on which the grant to the oollep^ was made bj Mr. 
Hollis for the support of a I^rofessor of Divinity. 

S. f' All the doings of the College, to comply with the request of the Donor, which 
relate to the Professor of Divinity !" The Charter, Statutes, Bond of the Corporation, 
and tue <* Declaration to be made by the Professor were then read." 

t The name of the Rev. Dr. Shute is also prefixed to this Catechism. 

^The following specimen will show the reader the difference between Dr.Watts's 
and Mr. Ware'a Catechisms, on some important and distinguishing doatrinal points. 

Mr. Ware's Catechism, 3d Part 

Q. 4S. Whence came it to pass that 
you have been such a sinner ? 

A. I became so by an unguarded and 
fbolish indulgence of my irregular appe- 
tites and passions, in- opposition to t^e 
law written in my heart,.and to the plain 
dictates pf the Holy Scriptures. 



Dr. WATTS'S Qateohism, 2d Part 

. ZS. Q. Whence com^s it to pass that 
you have been such :i sinner ? 

A. I was bom into the world with sn- 
cUnatiwiB to do that vhich is evil,* and I 
have too much indulged these inclina- 
tions all my life. 

34. Q. How came^you to be born with 
such an Inclinatioi^ to evil ? 

A. All mankind are born in sin* be« 
cause the^ come from Adam, the first 
man who sinned against God< 



Omitted. 
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Other observations were made, particularly on a discourse of 
the candidate lately published, tending to show that he did not 
possess those *^ sound or orthodox principles^* in divinity, 
which in the view of the minority, the founder, in his statutes, 
explicitly required. On this point whollyy was rested the oppo- 
sition to the candidate, so far as respected him personally. His 
character as a man, a scholar, and a citizen, was treated with the 
utmost respect.^^ 



41. Q. Is not Jesus Christ God as well | 
as man ? 

A. Thoa'gh he be a man, yet he is God 
also ; for he is a glorious person, in whom 
God and mau are joined together, ahd 
his name is Immanuel, or God with us. 

43. Q. How eould Christ obtain pardon 
and life for us, by his doing or suffering ? 

A. Our jins had deserved death, but 
ChriM was the Son of God, and perfect- 
ly righteous, and God appointed him to 
suffer death, to take a-way owr tina^ and 
to bring us into his favour^ 

50. Q. Is not your heart itself sinful, 
and h Ave you power of yourself to repent 
of sin^ and to trust in Christ, and obey 
him ? 

A. We have^ sinful hearts^ and cannot 
do these duties of ourselves ; but God 
has promised his own holy Spirit, if we 
pray for it, to renew our Hearts to holi- 
ness, and help us to do his will. 

54. Q. What is Baptism I 

A. It is a washing with water in the 
name of the Father^ the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. 



Omitted. 



Part 3d. Q.4. How eould Christ obtain 
pardon and life for us, by his doing and 
suffering ? 

A, By the gracious appointment of the 
Father* who was pleased to accept the 
obedience of Christ unto death, as a vin- 
dication of his righteous government in 
granting pardon to penitent sinners, and 
raising them to a happy immortality. 



Omitted. 



Q. 17, What is Baptism ? 

A. It is a solemn washing with water as 
a si^f or distingiUshing' mark of our be- 
longing to the visible church of Christ, 
wlio has enjoined a compliance with this 
rite, upon ail who believe his Gospel, and 
hope for salvation through him. 

There appears to be nothing in Mr. Ware's catechism, which an Arminian^ 
Arian, or a Universalist on Dr.Chauncy's scheme, would not readily subscribe. 

• The writer takes the opportunity here to disavow all personal views and feelings 
in opposing the election of Mr. Ware, for whom he entertains very sineere respect. 
He deeply regrets the necessity laid upon him, as he conceived, to act the part he has 
acted in this important affair. He is conscious, that he has not been influenced by any 
sinister motive.; but from a sense of duty. The injudicious publications in the News- 
papers, in favour of the election of Mr. Ware, and intended to have a double effect, 
to raise him,, and to depress those who thought it their duty to promote the election 
of a man of different sentiments; and afterward when these publications assumed a 
controversial shape, the attempts which were made with too much success, to sup- 
press information on one side, and to control the presses; these and many other 
measures, which were adopted to carry the election of a favourite candidate, it was 
early foreseen, if persisted in, would lead on to serious controversy. The part which 
tbe writer has liitherto taken in this controversy, and the disposition too apparently 
manifested in se>rae periodical publications,'!' in the Newspapers, and other ways, to 
misrepresent aad roistate important facts, rendered }t necessary to his own vindica- 
tion, to maKe tbis appeal to the publie, and to lay befbre them tbe true grounds of the 
controversy. The determination to make this appeal was not made rashly. It was 
the result of much and serious deliberation. The delicacy of the subject, as it re^ 
spectsthe writer, on several accounts, is sensibly felt, and the probable consequences 
have been maturely weighed. He has only fulfilled what he felt to be an imperious 
duty, and he has endeavoured to fulfil it in a manner which shall esempt him from 

any just censure, from those who differ from him. 

t ^^^ '** Anthology t and Centvnel of Feb, 13, 1805. 
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It is proper in this place to notice a misrepresentationt wkicli 
has gone abroad, in respect to the views of the minority, in op- 
posing the election of Mr. Ware. A writer in the Anthology of 
February, before aUuded to, would have it understood, that the 
election of this gentleman to the Professorship, was opposed 
' merely because he was not a Calvinist, and that this conduct is 
<* uncandid and intolerant.'' This is a heavy charge, and that I 
have not fabricated it, the reader shall determine from his own 
words, which follow. '^ Though not a follower of the Reformer 
of Oeneva, the present writer could never think of objecting to 
a man as a public instructor, that he was a Calvinist ; and he 
must do so much justice to those who think with him, as to assert, 
that they are generally incapable (as indeed are all sensible men 
of different sentiments) of a proceeding so uncandid and intoler- 
ant. It is very well, known, however, that the alarm has been 
/ raised) Beware^ he is an Arminian ! he is an Arian ! 

Foenam habet in oornu-^onge fuge ! 

Feeling, as I do, most seriously interested in the prosperity of 
our Alma Mater, I shall lament, as deeply injurious to her useful- 
ness ana reputation, that hour, when her present liberal princi- 
ples shall be exchanged for subscriptions to Articles of Faith ; 
pr, what is the same thing, when the belief of a certain specula* 
tive System shall be esteemed necessary in him, who aspires to 

, the honourable station of an instructor of her sons. The next 

step, a very short one, is to require such a condition from youth 
at their matriculation ; to turn the college catalogue into an Index 

^ Expurgatorius ; and to expel from the shelves of the library all he* 

retical publications. So shall an access of error be prohibited, 
and the fountain of knowledge shall flow with an unpolluted 
' Mream from generation to generation.''^ 

One would be ready to conclude, from these observations, 
that the intolerant spirit of persecution had made its appearance 
among us, that we were, in danger of an inquisitorial establishment, 
and that another caliph Omar was about to arise, and order the 
/ heretical books in the college library to be burnt ; and all this 

forsooth, because some persons, who verily believe that M(. Hol- 

' lis in Us statutes, requires that his Professor should be a Calvinist, 

iiave thought proper, in fidelity to their jrust, to oppose the elec- 
tion of Mr. Ware, w*ho they had good reason to believe is not a 
Cal^inistj to that office ! Here is the true foundation of all the 

* See also an impassioned efFasioo in the Centinel of the Idth of Feb. (Uie day be* 
fire the election) headed *^ Reflectiont on ReUriout PersecuHoru," and subscribed 
Eirentpoioa. This angry writer assertSi that '*\Ve are no loneer referred to the Bi- 
ble, as a rule of faith, hot to the ffestmtuter Catechism,. &o/' That *t the creed of 
Christ and the Apostles is to be abandoned for the criticism of Commentators, and old 
metaphysical Doctors of Divinity, are to give us the articles of our &ith," &c whea 
he veil knew, that gentlemep to whom he alludes, avowedly consider the Rible as 
ihe only standard of religious truth, and that they view the Westminster Confession 
of Faitn, not as ** a codicil to the New Testament,*' but only aq an excellent sammft* 
ry of the doctrines of Revelation. Suchu the candorof Uberal tncn/ 
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hue aitd cry that faas been raised about '^ intolerance, bigotry^ , 

persecution, subscription to articles of faithf" &c« To what \ 

times are we arrived, when one cannot^ even with all the circum* * 

spectipn and candour be is capable of, discharge a solemn duty ^ 

incumbent upon him, without incurring such abuse ? O tempora ! \ 

O Mores ! But to return. . t ] 

The advocates for the election of the candidate, rested their ' < 

defence chiefly on the following 

" Plan or foria for the Professor of Divinity to agrle to at 

his inauguration.^^ • 

^^ That he repeat his oaths to the civil government, that he de- * 

dare it as his belief that the Scriptures of the old and new .tes« 
tament are the onlj perfect rule of faith and maimers, and that 
he promise to explain and open the Scriptures to his pupils with 
integrity and faithfulnesSf according to the best light thftt God 
shall give him; That he promise to promote true piety and god-^ . 

liness by his example and instruction ; that he consult the good 
of the college and the peace of the churches of our Lord Jesus 
€hrist on all occasions : and that he religiously observe the stat- 
utes of his founder, and all such other statutes and orders as shall ^ 
be made by the college not repugnant thereunto.*' 

This '^'declaration,** they contended, in which the Professor 
*^ declares it as his belief that the Scriptures of the old and new 
testament are the only perfect rule of faith and manners, and that 
he promise to explain and open the Scriptures to his pupils with 
integrity and faithfulness, according to the best light which God 
shall give him»" wa6 intended by the founder to explain hisstatut^s^ 
and whoever, possessing the other qualifications required, could^ 
subscribe this declaration and promise^ was, to all intents arid 
purposes '< of sound and orthodox principles," in the sense thd ; 

founder meant to be understood in using those terms* 

It was said in reply, that the Board of Overseers, in deciding 
the pending election^ had no concern with the declaration ; that 
it was a transaction subsequent to our decision, and^hat the stat- * 
utes and orders of the founder, were our only guide. But sup- 
posing the right to explain the statutes of the founder by the 
declaration were admitted, it throws no light on the meaning. of 
the terms, ^^ sound or orthodox.'^ These terms were made use 
of to designate and indentify one of the n^any particular schemes 
iof religious principles and doctrines, adopted by the various sects 
of Christians, or they are withoiit meaning and superfluous. 

Now what light does the declaration aiSbrd for determining 
which of the various schemes of religions principlefs was meant to 
be de'signated by the founder^ by the terms ^* sound or ortho- 
dox ?" Certainly none at alL Can the Christian be named, of any 
sect or party, from the most rigid to the most liberal^ who would ' 
refuse to subscribe to the cleclaration in question ? Athanasius 
andArius, Calvin and Ai'minius^ Socinus and Swedenburgh, 
Edwards and Priestly; would all with ^qual readiness, and migHt 
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with equal BiDceritj, have promised ^* to explain, and open tJxe 
Scriptures with integrity and faithfulness, according to the best 
light that God should give them." But would it be prop 
thence to infer* that all these men were of sound or orthod 
principles,'' and that Mr. Hollis would have been indifierenty 
which of these men, had thej all been living in his time^ sboulcl 
be placed in his Professor's chair ? 

The truth is, Mr. Hollis meant, that his ** Orders and Staiuies*^ 
should be the only guide of the Electors, in filling his Professor's 
chair ; and after they had chosen a man of " stnmd or orthodox 
principles^** then it was his will that the Professort at his inau- 
guration, should declare and promise, as is customary in all col- 
leges, what has been stated* It could never have been intended 
by the founder* that the declaration should be used to explain, 
much less to nullify, an important clause in his statutes relative 
to this election* But, it is believed, this was the only expedient 
to get rid of it* and therefore adopted. Gentlemen no doubt sat- 
isfied their own consciences in reasoning in this manner, and act- 
ed according to their conclusions ; but in the opinion of the mi- 
nority* at least of some of them, the reasoning was sophistical* 
and the conclusion unwarrantable. 

It was observed also by one of the advocates of the election, 
that the orthodoxy of Mr. Hollis was doubtful, because his min<- 
ister, the Rev. Mr. Hunt* was a ^* heterodox** man. Is the or- 
thodoxy of deacons,'^ then, to be determined by that of their 
ministers ? May not Mr. Hollis have been in the situation of 
some other deacons* of like mild^ forbearing, candid and peacea- 
ble dispositions, whoTmaintain their ^' orthodoxy with charity" 
for their ** heterodox'' nrinisters ? But is the fact abovementioned 
(if it be indeed a fact, for no proof of it was exhibited) to be set 
in balance against all the evidence, which has been stated in proof 
of Mr. Hollis^s orthodoxy ? A man must have a strong desire to 
be convinced, to be satisfied with such reasoning. The same 
may be said concerning some expressions in Mr. HoUis's letters, 
which have been eagerly seized, as evidence to pfove him to be, 
what no one ever doubted, him to be, a candid, catholic* and lib* ^ 
eral man, a Cahinist^ of the stamp of Watts* Doddridge, Tap- 
pan, and a thousand others. 

A few observations were then made by the opposers of the 
election, on the inexpediency of confirming the choice of the Cor- 
poration. It would be a departure, it was said, from the religious 
principles on which the college was founded, and under the in- 
fluence of which it had hitherto flourished ; it would tend to alien- 
ate the afiections and confidence of a great and respectable body 
of the clergy and citizens from the University ; and produce new, 
and probably warm religious contentions^ in the Commonwealth, 
already lamentably distracted with those of a political nature. It 

* Mr. Hollis was a deacon of Mr. Hunt's churcli. 
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was added, that witdom» and regard to our peace and safety^ ob« 
viouslj dictated the selection of a man for rrofe&sor, lirho in re- 
spect to his religious principles, was on the middle ground^ be- 
tween the two existing extremes among us, whose sentiments were 
coincident with those of Dr. Doddridge, or the late amiable an4 
excellent Professor Tappan# 

The question was then taken, ^ifj/«stx being present, when it 
appeared, that thirty-three were in favour of approving the choice 
of the Corporation, and twenty^three ng^mt ; and so the choice 
of the Rev. Henry Ware, as Hollis Professor of Divinity in Har- 
vard College, was confirmed. 

It is known that the Corporation, consisting at the present time 
of only six members, were at one time equally divided between 
two candidates ; and that the choice was finally, aft^r several 
weeks, determined by the change of an individual vote. 

Thus was decided a question of incalculable consequence to 
the future prosperity and usefulness of the university. We have 
seen for what objects, and with what care, this literary institution 
was originally founded. The Charter secures to the benefactors 
the appropriate use of their bequests. So does /the Constitution 
of the Commonwealth, which contains the following clause. ^^ It 
is declared that all the said gifts, grants, devices, legacies and 
conveyances, are hereby for ever confirmed unto the President 
and fellows of Harvard College, and to their successors, in the 
capacity aforesaid, according to the trub intent and meaning of 
the donor or donors, grantor or grantors, devisor or devisors.'* 
We have seen the singular anxiety and caution of Mr. Hollia 
by his letters^ and by a bond^ to secure the object of his Founda- 
tion, and to guard his Professorship against error and innovation 
in all future time.^ Now if barriers, so sacred, can be removed^ 
what guard can be devised, which shall secure any bequest against, 
violation ? What assurance can any well disposed persons in future 
have, that any donations they may wish to make to Harvard Col- 
lege, will be applied to their objects, even one century ? How this 
will affect future benefactions it is easy to predict. What effect 
this change in the religious character of the professorshi]^, and 
of the University, will gradually and ultimately produce m the 
state of eur churches, and on the religious and msral character 

• [Hear what Dr. Wlgglesworth, Mr. Hollii's first profeisor, tays on this point. 
Rti opioiontmait have great weight with aU who know the high respeotahiUtjT and 
worth of his character. 

A sermon (p. 21.) preached at the puhlic Lecture, J^ueaday, April Cl> 1791, in the 
Hallof Harvara College, upon the news of the death of Thomas Hollis, Esq. by ProC 
Wigglesworth, contains the following paragraph. 

^**TiB no mean stroke in his character, in my account,, TAa^ he did not content Mm* 

self t9 make ample bequests to this socieiUf and then leave it to the comsci knces of 

thtm -who had or wdght hereafter have the direction of it to see that they vtere well 

imprwed / but hath from first and last taken the utmost care to put it {as far tu woe 

fosfible)Qutofourpjmer to misimprove them,orin am treasure to defeat hie pietu 

msntifm. This looks not like one, that sought the praise of men, hut who was aia- 

merely concerned that the usk fulness, at weU as the memorif of his booatiM 

aught be per^etqatedito the glory of God, and the real good of hia peopl«/'3 

Thfr preceding note was not in th^ first edition of this pamphlet 

% 
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of our citizens, cannot with so much certainty be foreseen, 
respect to New-Engkind, it is an untried experiment. God for- 
bid, that this change should be injurious and ruinous; that^ 
in consequence, the faith of our churches should become less 
pure, their discipline less strict, the standard of Christian mo- 
rality loweredf the difference lessened between those who pro- 
fessedfy serve Ood, and those who avowedly serve him not ^ 
till at length the spirit and power of our religion shall have evap- 
orated, and its very forms be abolished*"^ 

^* For Christ and the Church,'^ was this ancient college found- 
ed by men, whom we delight to caH our Fathers ; '^ for Christ 
and the Church" has it hitherto been cherished, instructed and 
governed, by men of like Christian principles and spirit ; " for 
Christ and the Church" O may the God of our Fathers, who ^still 
lives and reigns, in mercy preserve it, so long as the sun and the 
moon shall endure! 

Here ends the PampAtet^ 

Notwithstanding the solid reasons assigned for making thjs pub- 
tication, in the note at the beginning, and in other parts of the 
pamphlet,t I have been much censured for it, particularly be- 
cause it was publbhed after the election had been cons tit utioo- 
ally decided,;}; and because, being aii Alumnus of another Col- 
lege, it was officious in me to intermeddle, in this manner^ 
in the management of the affairs of this institution. 

Both these objections, if they prove any thing, prove too much* 
t( the first has any weight, it has equal weight against all free 
and <iandid discussion of any measure, howerer erroneous and 
pernicious it may appear to the minority, after it has passed 
through the constitutional form9 ; which, if admitted, would I 

go to condemn all the political discussions, which censure the 
measures of the present n^tioniai administration, and all other 
discussions of a similar .kind. If any weight be given to the 
latter objection, the necessary consequences are so obvious, 
and would bear so hard on the character,^ for understanding and 
liberality, of any on« who would venture seriously to make such 
objection, that I will not condescend to give it an answer. No 
man, who has ^ common portion of understanding and self respect, 
will ever risk his reputation by bringing forward, with his name, 
such an objection.|| The right, therefore^ to discuss tliis sub- 

* Seetheseaond and third chftpters of the Revelation of St John. 
t Se® particulariy page 50. * See Anthology, vol. ii. p. 213. 

II ' Smc€ vritioff the above sentence, I happened to east my eye on the following 
Mntenee in the Anthology [vol. ii. p. fil3] in the- answer to my Remarks, on the 
Review of the *<True Reasons, 6fc.^ 

"It xiringular, tl^at scarcely one of her own aon» shonld appear to emouse the 
duty or interest of our Alma Mater, or the principles of the Founders of the Z7m* 
ver«%, ^nd that sh6 should be indebted, for this tenderness and respect, principally 
to stranffera,** The discovery of this sentence, while it proves that such an objec- 
tion, as I have suggestedi was actually made at the time, produces in me no dist>osi- 
tion to alter my reply. I will add,^ in< vindication of th» "sons of Harvard*" that 
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ject^ so important in its nature and conseqtienceSy evien f^er it 
had been constitutionally decided, must, on every correjCt princi- 
pie* be adniitted. Andno truly liberal mind, I presume,.w;il be 
disposed to question mjf right to engage in this discussion, mere- 
ly because I received my education at another College. That 
this discussion was conducted^ on my part, before the Overseers, 
with honour, fairness, and candour ; in a manner that could give . 

no just offence, the most unequivocal testimony was given at the , 

time. The contrary^ I presumet will not now be pretended. 
Whether *^ the pamphlet^ which followed, and which is in the pre* 
jcedjpg pages, is of a character^ that deserves the censure it has 
received, or contains matter, such as ought to provoke, and will * 

justify, the violent and unrelenting persecution, which I have suf- 
fered in consequence of its publication, the public will now be 
able to examine and diecide for themselves. 

Of the effects of this pamphlet the reader may form some ide^ 
from the following .extracts. 

In April, 1905, about a month after the pamphlet appeared, s| 
friend wrote me as follows, " I ought to tell you, that friends all 
passionately commend " True Reasons?* The — = — folks are as 
sore as if they had cancers in their hearts. J saw one of them on 

Saturday. He says, that Mr. is orthodox ; that if Dr. M. 

had only visited him, he might have been satisfied, that his pufo* 
lication, after the election, was wrosgt that he lias injured the feel- 
ings o/his best friends; that his usefulness is, &c." 

In Nov. I8I29 another friendy urging me against an appeal to 
the public, which I then contemplated, and alluding to the <^ pow- 
er of popular prejudice,'' writes f bus— •^^ I will give you an instance 
in one, who had no prejudice of his own. He mentioned that it 
was astonishing how much the public were disaffected toward 
yon ; that your many virtues were buried in the affairs of ' ^ 

and "True Reasons," 

Another letter from another source, and about the same date, 
Addressed to a friend of mine, has the following passage, ^^ 3o de- 
cidedly and strongly is the tide of public opinion against Dr. M. i 
[mark, the reason assigned,] on account of the pecisive 
FART HE HAS TAKEN iu THEOLOGICAL CONCERNS, and as 
far as known, on account of the open attacks on his character^ 
&c." These letters are all from persons who move in the circles 
of the opposition ; who are conversant "^ith their opinions; who 
know their feelings, and who are credible witnesses of what they 
relate. If such in truth was the state oi public opinion, sp far as 

thoogh some of them have renounced the fait1|, and the <* principles of the Fonnders" 
of their Jllma Mater ; yet the number is not BmaU^ nor their) talents and character 
vithoat gi'eat weight in the community, who, with <* these strang'ere,^ feel all this 
" tenderness and respect for the University," and who with them also, lament the 
change it has experienced, in regard to its religious character and fnflaeuce. 

* An affair which has been proved, by the most unquestionable teBtimony^ ^^ ^^^c 
\6txi ^088f amf ^Croitndleas calumny. 
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rtspecfed the opposeri of orthodox^f and all whom they eould in 
floeDce, was it not time for me to attempt, at least, to correct ibim 
public opinion, by a statement of facts, — ^by a refutation of calftm— 
niet ? Ir this shall have no effect to change determined opposers^ 
it may at least prevent their influence in perverting and alienat- 
ing friends, and the upright and fair minded in the communit jr. 
It may check the tide of calumny* and ultimately turn it against 
those, who have wickedly put it in motion. 

The foregoing Pamphlet was published, as nearly as I can now 
recollect, about the 20th of March, 1805, and a review of it ap- 

Seared, 4he same months in the Anthology, i.e. within 10 or 15 
aya after its publication. In the next number of that work* for 
April, appeared my Remarks on this review, and an Answer to 
these Remarks* In these documents, which may be found in the 
Anthology, vol. ii. p. 152, and 206, 216, the reader will be able to 
discover the sort of spirit and reasonings with which I have had 
ever since to contend. From this time, and for the reasons now 
exhibited, many gentlemen of respectability, and of high stand- 
ing and extensive influence in society, who had been in the habit 
of treating me courteously and respectfully, with whom I had 
had familiar and confidential intercourse, saw fit to treat me with 
neglect, and some of them* of warmer feelings and less extended 
Tiews, even with disrespect. All this, though one would hardly 
haye expected such treatment from liberal men^ would have 
passed by, without regard on my part ; for I trust that I had not, 
at that period of my life, to learn how unwise and foolish it is, to 
depend for my happiness, on the favour of any man, or any class 
of men whatever. Knowing, as I did, the real cause of this 
alienation and neglect, that it was a cause which involved the 
rights of conscience ; that I could not remove it without a de- 
parture from my duty, without violating the dictates of my con* 
science, I bore the trial with patience ; I felt no regrets at the 
course I had pursued ; no mortification at the consequences ; no 
disposition to retaliate, resent, or complain. But when my op- 
posers, with an ingenuity worthy of their talents and their princi- 
ples, concealing the real cause of their sudden and total change 
of conduct toward me, undertook to assign other causes to justify 
' this change of conduct, causes too which had no foundation in 
truthy destructive of character^ and so mean, so delicate, sope>plex- 
ed in their nature, so difficult to unravel and expose^ that a man 
of honourable and correct principles and feelings» and duly estima- 
ting the yalue of time, could hardly bring himself to condescend to 
notice, examine, and refute them ; then it was I began to feel ; and I 
trust my feelings were such as the religion I profess and preach au- 
thorize and justify. It was a mode of attack little expected from 
those, who condescended to adopt if. It has been pursued, as will be 
albenin the sequiel, with an ingenuity, address, and obstinacy, which 
have at length rendered indispensable another mode of resistance, 
than that which bad hitherto been opposed to it. That mode is this 



47 

Appbal to thb Public. Mjoppoieri have had the canningy 
I cannot refrain adding, the meannestft to conceal themselves in this 
contest ; to put forward, as their organ and champion^ Miss Han- 
BTAH Adams ; to use her groundless complaints and accusations, 
aa their weapons of warfare ! ! It is high time this ffail covei; }pf^ 
should be removed out of harm's wa"y, Tanct from the regard I 
liave ^or the'sex, I wish it maj be done with as muchgenUeness, deli- 
cacy and tenderness as possible) and that she should be disarmed 
of the weapons, with which she has so long silpplied my assail- 
ants, and for which she has received ample remuneration. It 
is time the public should know, who are in truth the parties in this 
controversy^ and what are its real grounds. This is my object in 
making this Appeal. With these views I shall now resume the his- 
tory of fhe transactions relative to the history of New-England.* 

Contetitplaf ed edition of the Compendious History of New^En* 
glandy by.MessWs Gushing and Appleton^ of ^alem^ Nov. 
1805. 

Of this transaction Miss A. complains in the two following let- 
ters, which were never sent to Dr.P« and myself, but were exhib- 
ited at the Reference, by Miss A. through her Agent, when they 
were seen by me, for the first time. No occurrence, other than 
has been noticed, relative to this controversy, worthy our atten- 
tion, that I recollect, took place from Nov. 1804, when Dr. P. had 
his interview with Miss A. till the date of the following letters. 
The letter to Mr. Shaw, and also the letters which follow, and 
the complaints which they contain, it should be remembered, 
were wholly unknown to Dr. P. and myself for years after, except 
what was disclosed in a conversation with Mr. Higoiitson on Ihe 
subject, which will be mentioned in its place. 

* When 1 speak of my opposert, I wish not to be misanderstood. My obserTations 
are by no means intended to apply indiseriminately to the whole party in the opposi- 
tion ; but to the aotive and prominent leaden of this part^. It is not necessary that 
1 should name them. Their known, and open eonduct, sufficiently designates them. 
The measures which have been carrying on for the last nine or ten years, in refer- 
ence to the UniTersity at Cambridge, Tto adopt, and kpply th^ sentiments, and in part 
the language, of a distinguiabed moral writer, in another case,} appear to me (G^be 
rttiQoas to the best, I mean the retigiout^ interests of that ancient, and very venerable 
Institution. At the same time I am sensible, that there are many worthy and good 
men, who join in most of these measures, while they would detest, 1 trust, the 
means used by the leaders I have alluded to, for their accomplishment. ^Onc great 
end of this Appeal, is to open the eyes of such men, *<both on their employment, and 
company." 

A train of circamstanoes, not always in our power, sometimes leads good meu them- 
selves to aupport the most corrupt part of a community in their pnblic measures. The 
boandsries of prudence and zeal, are not easily fixed ; union of opinion, either in 
polities or religion, oflen establishes a <^onnection between men of very opposite prin- 
ciples, and morals; and there are few gi'euter instances of the weakness of humnii na- 
ture, thsn the readiness of men to give protection and countenance to those, who are 
worse than themselves, because tbey are staunch friends to the\v party views. Such 
Qomplaeency do some take in this, as an exercise of Christian charity and tenderness, 
that it ii wonderful t^ think, what they will do, and much more wonderful that they 

are QOtaihBmed.of it, but openly, and to all appearance, honestly, defend it. 
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MISS A. TO DB. MOUSE, [never seot.] 

Rev. Sir, Beverly, Nov. 18, 1S05- 

As some things I have said respecting your publishing yoar 
concise History of New-England may have been misrepresented, 
I take the liberty to explain to you my sentiments and feelings 
on the subject. 

You are not ignorant of my dependent situati^on, of the irrepar- 
nble injury I did my eyes, while writing my Summary Hislorj. 
I early formed the design of abridging it for schools, as you bad 
done your Geography. When therefore, I heard of your pub- 
lishing your concise History, I was surprised and hurt, and did 
indeed consider it as interfering with my right $ I found also that 
this was the opinion of many literary Gentlemen, who were fully 
qualified to form a correct judgment upon the subject. Did you 
not. Rev. Sir, form a similar judgment in your own case 2 Did you 
not express your disapprobation of Dwight's geographical abridg- 
Qient ?* 

After you appeared willing that I should go on with my abridg- 
ment, your letter, dated Sept. 26, 1804, excited my most painful 
feelings ; and I thought if you had taken the trouble of giving a 
statement of my situation tp Mr. Parish, his objections might 
have been prevented. When I saw your concise History, I was 
exceedingly hurt to find my Summary History represented as too 
expensive, and disjointed, to be useful to the rising generation ; 
and thought, that whatever your opinion of that work might be^ a 
consideration of my helpless sex, and dependent situation, might 
have induced you to have treated me with more delicacy in pub- 
lic. 

, When at length, under every possible disadvantage, I had com- 
pleted my abridgment, I hoped I should be left quietly to enjoy 
the little emolument I might derive from the sale of my books ; 
but I found I had new difficulties to encounter. Upon my ap- 
plying to Mr^Cuskingat Salem, to take some of my books for 
salo, he declined, and gave it for a reason, that he was about to 
reprint your History. My friend Mr. E. of Beverly informed 
me that you said the sale of your History would promote 
the sale of my abridgment. I must be allowed to express my 
astonishment, that you avow this opinion ; though I am ready to 
admit that a Gentleman, possessed of affluence and independence, 
cannot form an adequate idea, how greatly I shall be injured, by 
your publishing a new edition of a work, upon a smaller scale^ 
which is calculated to supersede mine. However, if you are de- 
termined, to proceed in your design, I am resolved to endeavour 

* Not for the same reasons that you object to our History ; but solely because he 
used the facts I had collected, without giving due credit for them. But loever 
abused him, nor spoke of him, in any way to injure his reputation. 
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to banish all feeliogs of resentment, and shall not think mjself 
answerable for the severe remarks which the Public may make 
upon your conduct From your humble Servant , 

H.ADAMS. 
MISS A. TO MB. PABiSH. [never sent.] 

Rev* Stry Beverly, Nov. 15, ISOS. 

If the idea I formed of the kindness and benevolence of jour 
character, when you did me the honour of calling on me in August^ 
(it was in Nov. 1804,) were just, you will not be displeased at my 
addressing you at present. You then, if my memory is correct, 
candidly allowed, that my publishing the Summary History of 
New-England, gave me the right of abridging that work for the 
use of schools, and after being informed of my situation, and 
Tiews, you were not only willing that 1 should print my abridg- 
ment, but wished me success in the sale of my books, although it 
might in some measure interfere with the disposal of your concise 
History. The sentiments you^ then expressed, were worthy of 
the Christian^ and^the minister, and expressive of that disinterest- 
ed benevolence, "which seeketh not her own.'* When there- 
fore I heard that Mr. Cushing^ was about to reprint your work 
upon a smaller scale^ I was astonished and distressed. Upon an 
impartial review of the subject, I hope and trust you will relin- 
quish this design^ since it appears calculated to do me a material 
injury. I need not repeat what I told you of ray dependence 
upon my own exertions for a support, and the weakness of my 
eyes, which precludes all my literary pursuits. Permit me alsa 
to suggest, that whatever motives may induce you to reprint 
your books, the world will 'say your conduct is contrary to that 
disinterested benevolence which you profess. Once more I ap- 
peal to your humanity, to your religious principles, and hope 
and trust I shall not appeal in vain ; but that you will permit me 
the honour of subscribing myself, &c. H. ADAMS. 

The transaction we are now considering makes a prominent 
article' among the charges brought before the Referees. 

[The reader is requested to turn to Mr. Higginson's ** gener- 
al Statement of Miss A^s Casey ^ marked (A) and to read from the r ^' ?- 
words, <' Being on a visit to Salem," &c. lo the end of that paper* 
. And also to ** Mr. Higginson'b Remarks on my letter to Mr. J*. 
SALisBiTRr/' and read tWo paragraphs from the words, <' Soon 
q/ler the fair professions y*^ &c. to the words, ^^anew alarni f ' ' 
to Miss A. and her friendsJ^ In the following Remarks^ * 
I shall have reference to the foregoing letters, add to the para- 
graphs above referred to, which give a full view of the charge 
made out of this transaction.} 

In answer to this complex charge, I shall first state certafn 
facts, irhich it is proper the reader should know, and bear in mind 
as he proceeds. It is an unpleasant necessity y which leads to thi» 
obtrusion of personal concerns, on the public attention. 






1. In Dec. 1804, four monthi after its poblicatioii, Mess'Ts 
CuBHiNO and Appleton, booksellers id Salem, agreed t€> take 
the residue, then remainiag unsold, of our Compendious Historj^^ 
published the preceding September. The edition consisCecl of 
3000 copies. MessVs C. and A. purchased 1400 copies* 'Fhe 
rest were previously sold. 

2. Arrangements were at this time made with the booksellers 
above named, for publishing a new edition of this work, with soone 
omisaionSf alterations and additions, which had been marked. 
This new edition was to be published at such time, as would be 
mutually agreeable to the contracting parties. It was supposed, 
that had the work continued to sell, as it had done, another edi- 
tion would be wanted in the following spring* The cry raised 
against this work, about this time, checked the sale. No special 
efforts were made to promote it ; so thaf, notwithstandiufr a part 
of this 1400 copies was afterward burnt, the sale of the first edi- 
tion was not completed till four years after. More copies were 
sold the first four months after its publication, than in the next 
four years. MeasVs C. and A. relinquished the idea of publishing 

a secorid edition of the work, finding it less saleable than tfaej' 
had expected ; and it was published by Mess'rs Thomas and 
Whipple of Newburyport, in Nov. 1808. 

3. The circumstance of alteringf in the manner above stated, 

our Compendious History, had not the most distant reference to 

Miss A's Abridgment. It was not in V fulfillment of Dr. P's 

threat y^* as has been so often asserted. In doing it we had no de- 

sigii to interfere with Miss A's plans or interest ; nor was it, in my 

belief, in fact^ any interference, or injury in any way to Miss 

A. Our reasons for reducing the work, were the following. 1. 

A very respectful remonstrance from a respectable body of 

Friends, called Quukers, against some historical remarks, which 

they thought incorrect. We thought it proper to omit these in 

the second edition. 2. Some parts relating to Synods, &c. were 

thought by Dr. P. and myself^ not so well adapted to schools. 

The chapter on the Geography of New-England, was also omitted, 

as better suited to a Geography, than a History. The appendix 

in the first edition, was also left out in the second. In place of 

these omissions, about twenty pages of new matter, relating, to 

^'Philip^s war, &c." were added. Dr. Pabish writes me, (Mar. 

24, 1814,) thus on this subject* ^< I have no conception that there 

was a design, so to alter the work, as to reduce the price.** The 

omissions, however, were more than the additions ; the paper of 

the second edition was inferior to that of the first ; the map waa 

already engraved. On these accounts, the price was reduced 

from$l. 25, to 41. 12{. 

With these facts in view, I take, and the reader will judge 
whether 1 do not maintain, the ground, that Miss A. had no 
right to complain of this transaction^ For, 

1. Dr. P. and myaelf were only exercising our own nnques^ 
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iionnble rights ; we were managing our Ofvn property, lawfull j 
and hooaurably acquired, in our own way. It is not now prt" 
tended even^that Miss A. had any claim on our justice. 

2. In proposing to publish a new edition of our Hislorj, we vio- 
lated no promm, no engagement y no ^* professions ,* ^ve had 
made. We had laid ourselves under no kind of obligations what- 
erer, not to publish future editions of our work, when, and in 
vi^hat form and size we pleased. Dr. Parish, in his letter of the 
20th April, 1809, which was laid before the Referees, and will 
be found in its place, expressly declares, that, at the interview 
vrhen he is said to have <' overpowered Miss A. with his profeS" 
sionsy*' he '^ certainly had no conception, that she wished us to 
relinquish our work^*^ and therefore expresses his '^ surprise, that 
a subsequent edition should wound her feelings." As to myself, 
I certainly never made any engagement of the sort pretended, 
neittier at the only kiterview I had with Miss A. on the subject, 
at the Thursday lecture, nor in my subsequent letter to her of the 
26th Sept. nor at any other time, nor in any other manner. The 
only expression that has any appearance of an engagement, is in 
Miss A's 8tatement,of the conversation, which passed at the in- 
terview above ajluded to, and which is this : ^^ I wish to encour* 
age the undertaking.^* I may, or may not, have said this ; I 
don't remember it. Admit it, however. No man of common sense 
will say,, that by the expression of this wish to encourage her 
work, I laid myself under obligations to relinquish my' own ! I 
surely meant no such thing ; nor did Dr. P. in his conversation i 
nor did Miss A4 ask any thing of the kind, of either of us. H«r 
only request was, that she might be permitted to proceed with 
her abridgment,^ which was answered by us both, in a manner 
agreeable to her wishes* Dr. P. and myself, could do all for Miss 
A. which we professed a wish to do for her» and yet continue our 
own work. Whatever others may have thought, or may still 
think, I, for myself, never for a moment have considered our work 
as interfering with^ or as having any tendency to diminish the 
sale, either of her Summary History, or her Abridgment. My 
opinion has always been, that all thes6 publications, considering 
their size and charactert might have proceeded prosperously to* 
gether, without the least injurious collision, had Miss A. spared 
her complaints and accusations, and her friends the intemperate 
u^e they have m^de of them ; and that the profits she would, in 
this case, have realized, would have been far greater than they 
have been, with all the unsuccessful efforts which have been made 
for her at my expense. And what is more, judging from my own 
views of the subject, she would have eqjoyed these gains with 
yeater comfort, and a better conscience, than she must now pos- 

• 

* She has since said, that bj the question, *<ftre jou ivillins I should proceed with 

IDT abridgraeot ?" she did not mean to ask onr leave to publish ; but to " aseertain 

. whether we at all respected her rights." See Mr, Channing's states enl |o the ReC- 
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sess. IProbablj too with these gaiosy and those received from 
her other useful works, she might have supported herself in 
ease and comfort, without her annuitj. 

3. Miss A. had no claim on our liberality or charity. She 
never, either to Dr. P. or myself, brought forward any such claim. 
Her claim on us had always been founded on a pretended infringe^ 
ment of her rights. This claim was not' admitted by the Ref- 
erees. If she had a claim on our liberality and charity* growiog 
out of <^ respect and tenderness for her sex, and merits, and indi- 
gence, and pre-occupancy of the subject," then it should have 
been presented in this form, and on these grounds; and not as a 
demandy and in language affrontive and chtlling to all benevolent 
and good feelings. And jeiy this is the only form in which it was 
presented. Mr^HiooiNsoN shall give his own account of the 
manner in which he himself made this demand, on our liberality 
and charity. It is admitted that she had no claim in justice^ nor 
as we have seen from promise. 

**It was at this period/' says Mr. H.* i.e. after Miss A. had 
informed him of the proposed' Salem edition of our History, 
** that I had a warm devate with Dr. M. on this subject, claimtngy 
on behalf of Miss A. that he should give up to her the MS. then 
at Salemj and urged, what appeared to me very powerful argif- 
mehts in support of the claim. All, however, that I could ob- 
tain, was a promise to suspend the intended publication /or ihe 
present. I confess I thanked him for this r^iserable concession, 
not without /eelings of indignation at his meanness.^^ On this 
passage, the only one addressed by Mr. H. or an^ other person, 
in behalf of Miss A. to our liberal ^ud charitable feelings, I will 
only remark, that its style seems not the most happily suited to ef- 
fect its object ; that it looks too much like asking charity of a 
man, by demanding his purse; that it is rather unusual to ui- 
suU a person, from whom you wish b favour. 

4. We omitted for about three yearsy to do that of which she 
complained, though she yet had no right to complain. Of course, 
this article of charge, which makes a prominent and glaring fig- 
ure before the Referees, proves to be without foundation, other 
than that Dr« P. and myself ventured to talk about a new edition 
of our work. Mr. HiGOiifsoN here takes to himself the credit of 
having/rigA^enec! us out of our plan of publishing* We should 
have executed it, be says, had we not been ** deterred by the 
influence of Miss A^s friends ;*** meaning by his own influence, 
for no one else attempted to deter us. Be sure, the " influ' 
encCy^ of Mr. H. exhibited iat his interview with me, according to 
his own account of it, was better adapted to frighten^ than \o 
convince. It however, did neither the one, nor the other. 
Other causes induced Dr. P. and myself to postpone a new edi- 
tion of our history, till the close of the year 1808. 
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* See his Remarks on my letter to Mr. Sftlisbarj. 
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Thus stand tl^e complaints, and charge, respecting tbe pro- 
jected Balem edition of our History, 

And we here again see, that " much ado was made about ' 

nothing" 

From, the close of the year 1805, to about the close of the 
year 1808, no occurrence took place worthy of notice, other 
than that the MS. story was all the while jn active, but smoth- 
ered circulation, and the letter to Mr. Shaw^ as I understand, « 
during this time, was shown to sundry persons, to induce theiji to 
subscribe to an annuity, for the support of Miss A. The extent M 
of the circulation of this letter, and its precise eflFects on my rep- 
utation, any further than I have already stated^ are unknown tp 
me. The letter was trusted to Mr. Shaw» and all due credit 
will be given to his own account of the use be ma'de of it. At 
the period last mentioned, Nov. 1808, was published 

The Netvburyport Ediiion of the Compendious History. 

I take occasion here to remark, that this is the second and 

last editbn of our history. The first, in 1804, consisted of 3000 

copies ; the last of 4000, i,e. 7000 in ten years. A part of the first 

editidtt was burnt, if t mistake not, in the year 1806, with other 

property of Messrs Cushing and Appleton. A part of the last 

edition, I know not how many, is still on hand, the property of 

Mess'rs Thomas aind Whipple.* The net profits received from 

these two editions, it is impossible for me to estimate with any I 

degree of exactness. I can only say, negatively, that by the 

portion which I have received, after compensating me, at the 

lomest wages f for the labour, and time, which I have been com- 

felledi in self defence, to employ in this frivolous controversy, I 

shall not have been enriched. In contemplating the conduct of 

Miss A. and her advisers, in the» management of her histories of 

New-England, I have often been reminded of Jhe story in Dil- 

' WORTH, which I read when a boy, of *• The dog in the manger J* 

The course she has pursued will be very likely to put both her 

histories, and ours out of circulation. The memory of them 

may perhaps live a few years in the history of this controversy. 

A contrary effect, however, is among possible events. 

But to return fro^m this digression. The publication of the 
Newburyport edition of our History, revived Miss A's com- 
plaints, and Mr. Hiooivson now openly espoused her cause. In 
a letter to me of Dec. 6, 1808, be says: 

^* In the case of Miss Adams I once made a fruitless appeal to 
your gerierosityy [mark this word, and compare it with his own 
account of this '< fruitless appeal," p. 62.] to obtain something 
for this lady\ who we^ destitute. The utmost I could gain was a 
promise to withhold/or the present^ your edition which had been 
prepared at Salenii for publica^tibn ; the publication of which, it 

* iAr. ThomaB informs me, that 200O copies of the 4000, Of this edition, coMtitut- 
cd a part of their loss by the great fire at Newburyport. 
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WM btlieved-by Miss A. and her friends, would impede the sale 
oT her little work, on the slender proceeds of -which she relied 
for her support. This edition I now 6nd is printed at Newbury- 
port, to the number of 4000 copies. As f o the interest Dr. P. 
had in the edition, I should probablj have had no diflScultjry if 
you had relinquished yours.'^^ 

Again in the same letter — << On the subject of Miss Adamb, I 
may add, that I am determined with all my powers to defend the 
rights and interest of an helpless woman, against what I have 
uniformly considered, tnirrBELiNo opprkssion." 

It is in point in this place to remark, 1. That we have now 
before us the feelings and determination, with which Mr. Higgiit- 
soN espoused the cause of Miss Adams. It is but candid here to 
state, that Mr. H. was at this time engaged with me in another 
Tery foolish controversy, which he indiscreetly originate4and very 
obstinately pursued, and which has issued in a manner not very 
creditable to his character. His temper, natukvUy sanguine, was 
now wrought up to a high pitch of irritation. It was in this state 
of *mind that he espoused Miss A's cause ; and it was with such 
feelings, that he managed it. I can easily suppose that he believ- 
ed he was engaged in a righteous cause, and tnat he verily thought 
that bythus persecuting me, and by his avowed efforts to alien- 
ate my friends and destroy my influence, he " did Ood service.'' 
But it is now evident that " his zeal was without knowledge," that 
his sympathy was without a cause ; and that he ^^ knew not what 
manner of spirit he was of." It was doubtless from a similar view 
of Mr. H'^ conduct in this business, that the Referees penned 
the last clause in their award. •* We can perceive'^ say they, 
*' and duly estimate the generous sympathy, which might have 
prompted to harsh expressions ; but their irritating tendency 
must be admitted ; and they jnay have impeded a friendly and 
satisfactory accommodation between the parties." This I consider 
as a correct, and the precise view of this controversy, so far as Mr. 
HiooiNsoN is concerned in it. Of the spirit and views of those 
who urged him on, and supported him .in his violent attacks upon 
my character, I can not speak in terms of apology. It is enough 
to say, that the weight of his sins must probably be laid to their 
charge. 

2. Mr. HiGGiNsoN, when relating what passed at the inter- 
view, when he *• made his appeal, to my generosity^** forgot to 
mention my reply, which was jrepeated to Mrs. Morse, immediate- 
ly after it was made, and is therefore correctly recollected, and 
which was to this effect— « Mr. H. I have done Miss A. no 
wrong ; IJiave infringed none of her rights ; I have injured none of 
her interests : she has no claims on my justice. On this ground^ 

* Mark liere again, the disposition to exoulpate Dn P. and to fasten all the pre- 
tended •elJUhneiB and meanrieBB, of this transaction on rae ; and this without a shad- 
ow of reason. I presume Dr. P. is ready to Uke his full share with me, in all the 
odium that attaches to this busincM : for he belienres with me^ that no odium cao/»«r- 
9 he attached, to either of us: 
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therefore, I can do nothing. But if you appeal io my generoHiy ; 
if you ask charity for Miss A. as an indigent and deserving wo- 
man ; put down your name, Mr. Higginson, for any sum you 
please, or get any of your wealthy friends to put down any sum 
they please ; and I pledge myself, sir, to double it." This chal- 
lenge was not accepted— ^and yet Mr. H. has ^* uniformly con- 
sidered me as an unfeeling oppressor.'^ 

Why did not Mr. H. accept this challenge, when by doing it 
he might have efFectually relieved the w«nts of this ** destitute 
ladj/y^* for whose situation he felt so strongly ? Was it because he 
was less solicitous to help this lady, than to implicate me as her 
'^ unfeeling oppressor/* by endeavouring to compel me to do, as 
an aot of justice^ what he, or rather those behind the curtain, 
would have construed into a confession of guilt? This same arti- 
fice, it will be found, was attempted to be practised upon me, in a 
recent negotiation with Mr. Savage. 

3. In regard to this Newburyport edition, I take the same 
ground of vindication as in thecal of the pmposed Salem edi- 
tion, for the same reas^s which have been already stated. We. 
only did what, in our apprehension, we had a complete right to 
do, with our own property ; we gave do just cause for any one to 
complain. 

At this time the MS. story was Revived in all its vigour, and 
thi» region was filled with the« complaints' of Miss A. of the 
injuries she had sustained, and should sustain, from our publica- 
tion. It was in this state of thingSy and in the midst of a warm 
controversy with Mr. H« on another subject, that I wrote him the 
following letter. 



Sir, 



Dec. 7, 1808. 



J was yesterday informed that you are reviving and cir- 
culating, to the injury of my reputation, the affair of Miss H. 
Adams, and the History of New-England. I once, some years 
since, as you must recollect, explained this transaction to you 
and Mr. Tyng, I had supposed to the satisfaction of you both.^ 



*Qiie remark which f made daring the conrersBtion here alluded to, I perfectly 




u^id Mr.H. **Becaa8e,f' said I, *'I am placed on such ^ound by the unfounded 
reports 'which have been circulated, that I have injured Miss A. &c. that should I do 




'* No more you can't," replied Mr. H. " I see you can't, and I am sorry for it." This 
conTersation passed between us shortly, within.a week or two, after the 18th of Decem- 
ber, 1805, at Mr. Tyng^s office in Congress street, before any open breach had taken 
place between l^r. H. and myself. Hence I supposed that he was ** satisfied** with 
the explanation I then gave htm of this transaction. It is now mj full belief, that 
be was then satisfied, because his mind was then in a state to receive and embrace 
the trath from me. But it did not long after this interview remain in this state. To 
answer oettain purposes, ttot very hoaourable to their projectors^ preju^iees weire 
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At least 1 had no intimation from either of you at the time, U 
^ the contrary- Why it should be revived again at this late pe^ 

riod, and contrary to the wishes of Miss Adams, (if I am cor- 
rectly informed) you can bejit tell. As you seem to have volun- 
teered your services, as my fvhlxc accuser, without the consent 
and contrfiry to the feelings of those whose supposed ivrongt 
you wish to avenge, I think, if you mean to maintain any preten- 
sions to justice or propriety of conduct, you oiigbt to state to me | 
yotir specific charges^ for I do not learn that they have any to 
Dring forward against me ; you would not, I presume, wish to 
sustain the character of the man who aelights to throw his arrow? 
and inflict his wounds in the dark* 

This sort of dark and bdefinite attack on my character, so per- 
K, tinaciously and industriously persisted in, after every honourable 

and Christian mode of preventing it, proffered on my part, is al- 
together insufferable, and I must have assurances from you, that 
it shall be immediately discontinued, and Christian reparattoD 
made for past injuries, or I shall expose your conduct to the pub 

lie. Yours, &c» 

J. MORSE. 

I^.S. I am not conscious of having intentionally done anj 

thing in reference to Miss H« A. incompatible with the strictest 

honour, justice or friendship ; any thing that has impaired, or will 

impair her worldly interest* If she thinks otherwise, let her state 

I her wrongs ; or if she does not sufficiently feel them, do you, sir, 

4 state them for her in writings and I pledge myself to redress them 

to the satisfaction of Judge Davis^ Rev. Mr. Chaining, and 
^ Mr. JosiAH Salisburt. 

" " On the 19th of Dec. Mr. H. replied to the above^ as follows. 

lOU HIGGINSOir TO DB. M0B8E. 

Dec. 19, 1808. 

; << As to my interest in Miss Adams's affairs, I can never be 

ashamed of your charge, that it has been voluntary ; but if I have 
|. esjioused her cause unasked, I have not done it ^* without her 

f consent," as you have been informed. On the contrary, her ap- 

probation has been expressed in terms far exceeding the merit 
/ of the service. 

This subject is again brought up by your own conduct in pab- 
, ^ lishing a new edition of a work, which necessarily interferes with 

hers. 

trlfaUf insiDUftted into his too pliant mind, and thus %ht man ^fao had, till this peri- 
od, ranked among my warmest friends, was converted into an open, Tiolentand im- 
placable enemy. I lament it for his sake, as well as my own. He mttst by this time 
be conTinoed, that by his conduct he has not only inflicted wounds on my re^iatatioD, 
• - but also severer and more lastinp^ ones on his own. I feel no disposition to retaliate 

or to resent these injuriei. It gives lye no pleasore to expose them. 




But as 70U offer to leave this subject to men, who are good 
judges, I agree to the proposition, in her behalf, with thanks ; ex- 
cepting from the commission however my worthy brother, whose 
situation is too delicate, to permit him to act 

I shall present to Judge Davis, and the Aev* Mr. Chanitino, 
a statement in writing, and hand you a copy. I am, &c. 

S. HIGGINSON, JuN. 

Buch was the origin of the Refer ence^ which took place April 
24, 1809, of which a more particular account is given hereafter* 

On the 7th of December, 1808, I wrote ray friend Mr. Josiah 
Salisbury, brother-in-law to Mr. Higginson, who, from mo- 
tives which ought to actuate every Christian, was desirous to 
have these differences amicably adjusted, the following summary 
statement of the facts which constituted, according to his rep- 
resentation of them, the groimds of Mr. H's charges. Some 
things in this statement irrelevant, and for other substantial 
reasons, are omitted. 

EXTRACTS fBOM DB. MORSB's XETTER TO MR. JOSIAH SAXISB VRT. 
Dear Sir, *^ Charlestown, Dec. 7, 180r . 

I 

Agreeably to my promise I now put on paper some facts, 
thiat will enable you to form a correct judgment on the several 
charges, which Mr. S. H. has thought proper assiduously to 
circulate to my disadvantage. I should have preferred giving 
this statement verbally, in a conference, as I proposed to Mr. H« 
which would have given me an opportunity for enlargement and 
explanation; but as he refuses this fair mode of settling our dif' 
ferences, I submit to the one now adopted. 

T^ TP "W TP T^ "^ Tv - 

/ 

Charge respecting interference with Miss H. Adams in her His* 

tories of New-England. 

IstFact. My History of New-England was first published, 

the principal part of it, in Dobson's Edition of Encyclopedia, 

without the most distant intention of publishing it in any other form« 

2d Fact. Judge Davis, as he will recollect, gave me th« first 

hint of publishing it in another form. 

3d Fact. The proposal of making it a school book, to aid the de- 
sign of \he feast ofshells, was by me mentioned to a number of the 
principal promoters of that festival, among others to Mr. S. H, 
Jun. and was by thdm approved. Mr. Higginson, as Mrs. Morse 
perfectly recollects, having said in my house, after its publication, 
that it was a book which ought to be in every " family of the sons 
of the pilgrims." No intimation of interference with MJss Adams 
was suggested by any of the gentlemen ; nor was it once thought oif 
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4th Fact. The work was published in the fall of 1804, ywit: 
honourable views of promoting the public good, and without ttai 
Siost distant thought of ioterferiog with the rights or interest^ o\ 
wounding the feelings of Miss A* or any one else* 

' 5th Fact* After the work was published, Miss AdaoEis gar-^i 
me the first iniimaiiqn I had ever received, that she had contem-^ 
plated, and had partly^ prepared, an abridgment of her 8vo. His- 
tory of New-England for the use of schools. It is certaia, there- 
fore, I could have had no design to interfere with Miss A. in her 
intended work. 

i Mjr letter to Miss A. written shortly after the conversatioo 

•4 . which passed between us, containing an extract of Dr. P's letter 

to me ; Miss A's letter to Dr. P. and his answert copies of whicii 
^ you probably have ; also the Anthology for the year 1805, will 

inform you of all that took place relative to*this business, which Dr. 
P. and myself h&d supposed 'was satisfactorily explained and set. 
I' tied, till my opposition to the election of Professor Ware, render- 

ed it necessary, in the opinion of certain gentlemen, iq lessen mj 
influence ; or, to use their own words, ^* to put me down.'* Then it 
was found convenient to work up this simple tale into a serioiu 
charge against me of <^ selfishness" and "oppression." To this 
opposition in the affair of the Professor, may be easily traced ail 
; the persecution^ for so I shall ever consider it, and so it is consid- 

ered by others, my most respectable and judicious friends^ whicli 
t I have since suffered, aiid in which Mr. S. H. jun. has been made 

so active and conspicuous an agent« In this business, not indeed 
'^ very honourable or consistent in men, who talk so loudly against 

the spirit of persecution, and in favour of liberal sentiments, Mr. 
H. in my opinion, is much less blameable, than those, who, availing 
themselves of the benevolence and candour of his disposition, have, 
from behind the curtain, urged him on to do what they them- 
selves did not choose to do openly. 

6th Fact. My work has not interfered, and, in my full be- 
lief m/I not interfere with the sale of Miss A's work. But from 
the different sizes of the works, and for other reasons well under- 
stood by booksellers, has had, and probably will continue to have, 
a quite different effect* I rest the fact on the abstract princi- 
ples of calculatioUf as respects this particular case. For exam- 
ple, the introduction of the study of Geography into our schools, 
which was done by the publication of my Geography abridged, 
has created a demand for many thousands of copies of other 
smaller abridgments than mine, and which probably would never 
have been made, had not the habit of making the study of Geog- 
raphy a branch of school education been previously formed, in 
the manner I have mentioned. 

These facts and observations, I submit to you, my dear sir, io 
be used at your discretion. Assailed, as I am, with so hitter, 
«o active, and determined a spirit of hostilityi a hostility obvi* 
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ously provoked, on mj part, by a conscientious act of duty, a 
hostility condoctedby men, who hold a respectable standing in 
society, and who deservedly, on topics in which tfieir pridoof 
opinion, and their passions, are not enlisted, have great influence 
on public opinion ; I owe it to my friends, to exhibit to them ^he 
truth, in respect to the charges brought against me. You will easi- 
ly perceive, when you consider the sort of charges brought up, such 
as are mostly of a private family nature, which do not in the least 
degree concern the public; such as have long since been settled 
and done with by the parties concerned, and the revival of which 
cap only wound feelings, create animosities, and do no possible 
good^ when youconsideralso the indefinite nature of these charges, 
and the distance of time in which the events happened, on which 
they are grounded ; when these things are considered, you will read- 
ily perceive, that explicit and legal evidence of my innocence is 
not without great labour and difficulty obtained ; and the nature of 
some of the charges will not admit of Such evidence. Indeed, 
sir, I feel mortified that men of respectable character, and pro- 
fessing themselves Christians, should be capable of propagatipg 
such charges against a minister of the Gospel, with a view to his 
injury; and I feel truly humbled in making a serious reply to 
them. Such charges would merit nothing but silent contempt^ 
were they not propagated by men, whose standing in life give 
them importance. If characters are to be tested by their ability 
to refute all such sort of charges, which any individual may think 
proper* iti order to gratify his resentful feelings^ to bring against 
them ; I venture to say there is' no one, not even the most virtu- 
ous that can be named, could stand the trial. And if such charges 
were to become general, no m^n's character would be safe, and civil 
society could not exist. I am, dear sir^ your friend, 

J. MORSE, 

P.S. Tou have my leave to exhibit the foregoing to Mr. S. H* 
jun. on these express conditions, and on these only, viz. that he 
will, previously to your communicating to him the above, pledge 
himself to give you in writing his objections to any part of iny 
statement, with the reasons on which he founds them ; and if hq 
shall dispute the correctness of any fact, which I have stated^ 
that he exhibit also in writing his proofs of such incorrectness * 
and that when this is done, he shall submit his objections and 
proofs to me, for reply. Theq these papers shall be submitted 
to you, and two oth^r gentlemen, one to be named by him, the 
other by me, who shall ultimately decide the controversy between 
us. The Referees shall have liberty to call on either of us for 
explanations, and information which they may require. 

JHr. Higginson^s remarks on thepweceding tetter. Dec. 17, 1808. 

That letter related to my opinion of the Rey. Dr. M. and 
fsome parts of his conduct, on which this opinion has beep found- * 

10 
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ed,* whicli I hare expressedt or, as he sayi, "assiduously cijr- 
culated" in a family I am nearly allied to, with a vieWf [mark 
this,] to remove from themy what I considered as a dangerotM,^ 
acquaintance. 

Having good reasons, for objecting to an interview, when I first 
declined it, I have now added to them the advantage of having 
on record what Dr. Morse has been pleased to offer as his de- 
fence. 

Thirdly. As respects Miss Adamses Case. 

In answer to the Jive first facts stated by. Dr. M. I have no 
objection to make; nor do I conceive that they are of any im- 
portance ;f however Miss A. might have felt alarmed at Dr. M's 
publication, on account of the situation of her Summary History, 
then still on hand, and also in the belief that it would prevent the 
sale of her intended abridgment: Yet noone^ that I have heard, 
doubted the right of Dr. M. to publish that work ; and for myself, 
I acknowledge, that I had not before known Miss. A's Summary 
was in existence. Having never been personally acquainted 
with Mis!| A. I had taken no particular interest in'her works. 

As to Dr. M's " design to interfere" with Miss A. in any work, 
I have never alleged that he had such a "dfesigffi.'' My first 
charge was, that he did interfere with her rights, by a cruel 
and unmanly threat to publish anjibridgment to meet hers, which 
threat (contrary to his apparent intentions) he did actually pre- 
pare to execute, and was deterred only by the influence of Miss 
A*s friends, j; 

* REMARKS. 

* The « parts of my conduct" here alluded to (all that had any sem- 
blance of truth) as the grounds of the opinion he expressed, with a view 
to alienate my friends, have since been examined by impartial and com- 
petent judges, who, un4er their own hands, have given a comfilete and 
full exoneration of my character from the false charges of Mr. H. * 

t The reader is requested to turn to, and read the 24th page in this 
pamphlet ; and also to p. 67, 68. and to read the ^^Jive^rst facta" here al- 
. luded to, and to which " no objection" is made, and I think he will be 
convinced, ihsit every ground of com^lsdnt against Dr. P. and myself for 
publishing our Compendious History is hcreformally ?ind ex/ilicitly relin- 
quished. For if it be admitted, as is here done, that Dr. P. and myself hid 
« an undoubted right to publish our work," that we « published it 
with uftright and honourable views of promoting the public goody and 
without the most distant thought of interfering with the rights or in- 
terests, or wounding the feelings of Miss A. or any one else^" it is h^rd 
to conceive, what ground of complaint, in regard to this transaction, is 
left to Miss A. or her friends. 

I After this paragraph, the reader is requested t* turn to p. 25 of this 
pamphlet, and read art 6th of my remarks. See also p. 60, &c. 
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In addition to this^ I ought to observe, that Miss A. has always 
felt herself slighted and injured in her reputation, as a writer, 
lajr the manner in which Dr. Morse treats her Summary History, 
iRrhich had then been published only a short time, and which, in 
bis preface to his Concise [Compendious] History, is classed 
among.those ** disjointed" volumes, which were described as too 
«« expensive to be rendered useful to the rising generation."* 

.6th Fact. In answer to this part of Dr. Morse's defence, that 
his work « has not'' and « will not interfere*' with Miss A's ; I 
will show from his own letter of the 26th Sept. 1804, that hehad 
then a very different opinion.f He there appears to adopt Mr. 
Pa rish's objections, that the " Public would say either one or the 
other was unnecessary;" here he evidently supposes that an edi- 
tion of Miss A's work for the use of schools, would have inter- 
fered with his History. He considers it of the same kind, at a 
less price ; and yet he could not see that his work was of th^ 
same kind with her " great work," and " at a less price.*' When 
it is.convenient for Aim to publish, the works are very differ enij 
and his will, rather aid the sale of hers ; but when she, poor woman, 
i^ to earn a pittance by reducing her own work for th^ use of 

REMARKS. 

* This comfilaint^ which was not hinted at by Miss A. cither in the in- 
terview she had with me, nor in the more particular one she had afterward 
with Dr. P. nor yet in her letter to him of Oct 1 804, in which, had it been 
of a serious nature, she ought to have mentioned it, but which was after- 
ward got up, and magnified, and brought before tlie Referees, and is intro- 
d\iced even into her public Reply to my Appeal^-— this complaint has all 
, Its foundation in the following clause in the Preface to our Compendious 
History. 

« The materials for the history of this favoured portion of the world, 
though abundant, have hitherto been scattered in many volumes, too ex- 
pensive and too disjointed, to be rendered useful to the rising generation. 
To reduce them to a form, order, and size adapted to the use of the higher 
classes in schools, and to families, has been our aim in compiling this 
»;?ia// work." We expected it would be a l2movol. of about 300 pages. 

It seems almost too much, to be obliged to notice such a complaint as 

this. But as it has been seriously made, and is still fiersisted in, I will 

only say, 1. That the old adage seems here to be verified — ^that ** where 

^eat troubles," or causes of complaint, ^' are wanting, /iVr/<? ones are 

made to answer the purpose." 2. Miss A. admits, that we had no de^ 

sign to wound her feelings. We have done every thing we could do 

since we knew of her complaint, to heal a wound undesignedly made. 

3k We honoured her by putting her name among our authorities, 4. The 

undesigned omission here to give Miss A. the praise^ which she seems 

to claim^ cannot fairly be construed into any b tameable slight or ne* 

gleet. It is certain, we intended no such thing. The public, I think, 

will ask no more, on this frivolous topic. If so, more will be found in 

my general Statement, exhibited to the Referees. 

t This is not correct. The qpinion here referred to was Dr. Parish's, 
not mine. I have always maintained a contrary opinion. See ipy let- 
ter to Mr, Salisbury ; also my Argument before the Referees. 
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ichooIs» he imagines at once an " interference." I know he will 
say ibis was Mr. Parish's objection ; ihen Mr. P. could Iiave 
made it for himself, andDr. M. need not have lent his aid and in- 
fluence to the unworthy purpose of threatening resenimeut t€y 
a woman, for the use of her own proper right. 

Dr. Morse may reason on thU subject as he pleases. He 
knows full well that two Histories of New-England will not be 
used in schools ; but where his is u^ed, (and he takes no suiail 

Kains to improve his extensive influence for his own purposes^ 
liss A's will not be wanted."^ 
It is very convenient for a man, who is embarrassed by a charge 
of misconduct^ to attribute such charge to party mofiveb, and ia 
this way to guard those attached to his party against listening fo 
the accusation. It is a misfortune, that such improper means t>f 
defence, have been but too often resorted to with success. Dr. 
M. seems quite disposed to avail himself of them. 

If he believes the suggestion he makes to this effect, he has 
my pity. But if he knows better things, if he artfully conj nes 
up the idea to excite sentiments in his favour, which he has no 
right to excite, I may be permitted to indulge the sentimeni to* 
ward him which such conduct merits.f 

nEMARKS. 

* We have already seen, that the cofnplaints here enumerated, arc 
either groundless, or were removed at the time they originated. Wtiether 
our work did in/act interfere with either of hers ; whether in consequence 
of our publication, she has sold one less of either of hers ? are questions 
undecided ; and which obviously cannot, from their nature, be decided. 
I take the ground, and have assigned my reasons for it, [p. 68.] that our 
pubtication has subjected her to no loss^ to no diminution of her profits, in 
/tict ; but, if it had diminished her gains, she would have had no right 
to complain, because this diminution would have been occasioned by the 
fair and honourable exercise of our unquestionable rights. 

If, in the case supposed, Miss A. had a right to complain of us, and t6 
clsum damages for our interference, then, B. a merchant, might, for the 
same reasons, claim damages from C. another merchant, because C. in 
. the' correct exercise of his own rights, in his professional employments, 
had, in B*8 opinion, diminished his gains. The cases are parallel; ex- 
cept, that in that of Miss A. it is not admitted, but denied, that she has, in 
truth, suffered any diminution in her gains. If so, then this controversy 
has never had any substantial foundation. Nothing has been done on 
my part to justify or provoke the malignant and obstinate attacks, which 
have been made on my character by Mr. H^gginson, in which he has 
been countenanced and backed by Miss Adams. The claims on my 
generosity^ Sec. have been examined, and, as I apprehend, proved to be 
without foundation. 

t With the facts and evidence, which are now before the reader, he 
will be able to judge, whether or not I have been correct in " charging 
to party motives," the attacks of Mr. H. on my reputation. ^ If, in this 
charge, I have been correct, then who is the " artful conjurer ?" Who, 
the object of «/nVy.?" What- « sentiment toward ^tw," does he think 
** such conduct as bis merits ?'* . 
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i>r. M. affects to have thought this affair satisfactorily ex-^ 
^plained ; yei he well knows, that his conduct was thought very 
improper by gentlemen who cottfd not be influenced in the case, 
by party feelings."^ How indeed, could be suppose that his un- 
manly threat would be forgotten, so long as female weakness had, 
a claim to compassion and support? That his conduct has made 
an iiiipressipn on Miss A's mind, not yet obliterated, will appear 
from her letters ; and althoug^h Dr. M. may have supposed his 
specious manners had blinded her^ she still sees him ready to treat 
her literary reputation wi(h contempt, and pay little regard to her 
pecuniary interests, when he imagines them to interfere with his 
own I if 

Soon after [a year after] the fair professions of Dr. M. and his 
partner, Mis«,A. found they were in fact, proceeding to execute 
their threat. They were " provoked*' by her abridgment to 
publish also a cheaper work, which would interfere with the use 
of hers. The copy was with the printer at Salem, and artfully 
proposed to be published under the name of a new and cheaper 
edition of their former Work ; although very few of the former 
edition had yet been sold, j; It was a knowledge of this fact, com- 
' municated to me through some friends of Miss A. which first ex- 
cited my attention to this concern. I learned at the same time, 
that Miss A* made great complaints of whatshe thought insincerity 
ia those gentlemen ;)| and I trust I have not lived to this time of 
life, with so little character, as that I cannot interest myself in 
the aid and defence of suffering female merit, without having 
such interest imputed to base and unworthy motives.^ 

It was at this period, that I had a warm debate with Dr. M. 
on this subject, claiming on behalf of Miss A. that he should 
give up to her the manuscript then at Salem ; and I urged, what 
then appeared to me, very powerful arguments, in support of the 
claim; all however that I could obtain, was a promise to suspend 
the intended publication for the presents I confess, I thanked 
him for this miserable concession, not without feelings of indig- 
nation at his meanness.^! These feelings, however, I never ex- 

REMARKS. 

* I know no such thing ; nor have I ever known or believed it 

t Mere rant and rhapsody. 

\ Not true. See p. 60. The complaint here referred to has been ex- 
plained. 

II This is a heavy charge ; but the reader will have already seen, that 
it has nq foundation. 

§ Of Mr. H's motives, in engaging with such zeal and bitteraess in 
this controversy, the reader, from the Documents before him, will be 
left to form his own judgment. 

1 See p. 64. where an important /iarr of the conversation, to which 
Mr. H. here alludes, and which he has thought fit to omit, will be found j 
vith remarks on this paragraph. 
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pressed, until I heard of the new edition being in the press, 
at Newburjport, which, as far as its sale extends, will ef- 
fecttially prevent the sale of Miss A*8 Abridgmentj* of wliicJi 
a new edition has been published, and is yet principallj^ on 
hand. Four thousand copies of this new work, supported hy 
the popularitj of Dr. M. as to works of this kind, and by tbe su- 
perior means, his long acquaintance with the selling of books^ 
must give him in the sale of this work, was suflScient to occasioD 
a new alarm to Miss A. and her friends.f 

If the impressions on my mind respecting the condacty and 
character of this gentleman, which I ha%'e pretty candidly ex- 
posedtj: are well founded, it will be a thing exceedingly to be /a- 
raented, that he should be able to prevent, or stifle similar im- 
pressions on other minds, from causes foreign to the subject«|| 

That such impressions have a natural tendency to reduce his 
»n/Iti€nce, is not denied ? But ought not that injtuence to be re- 
duced J What sect^ or party can nAsh the aid of a man^ whose char- 
acter they cannot respect ? What upright^ and honest mauj will 
hold up the shield of party y to conceal selfish views ? Any party, is 
in factf disgraced by the misconduct of its leaders^ if, through 
'^ pride of opinion," or any other cause, the guilty is thus sci'eened 
from censure.^ 

As to this gentleman's intimation, that I am influenced by 
others, whom he would have to be esteemed bis enemies.^; fhere 
may be policy in the objection, but that gentleman knows the in- 
sinuation to be as unfounded, as it is insidious«5[ He knows that, 
it is among my most prominent failings to pay too little deference 

REMARKS. 

s 

* An assertion without proof, and which is denied. 

t It is easy to ascribe ^ popularity and influence" to a man, wh6 << must 
5e put down," when they can be turned to account, in effecting that ob- 
ject. But in order to this, his fiofiularity and infiuenccy must be the 
traits of his " Artsi^ not of any good deeds. This is " modem liberality** 

\ « Pretty candidly** indeed. The teader, I apprehend, will think that 
this word, as here used, will require a new definition** 

II "i/" the impressions on Mr. H's mind, are not « well founded," 
what then is « to be lamented ?" 

§ I have said, that after the publication of « The True Reasons^** the 
word given out, concerning me, from high authority, was, " Ae must be 
put dovmi* and that the instruments to effect this object, of which Mr. H. 
consented to be chief, and leader, were of course put in requisition. 
Here we have Mr. H's. own evidence to establish the fact. In this view, 
the reader will please to note, and remember the sentences which I have 
marked in italic. 



^ What I have written, I have written. 
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to the opinion of others.* I have acted from a sense of duty to 
" disabuse^' the friends I highly value, of their attachment to a 
man, who had for some time appeared to me, too artful anf 
selfish.f 

BEMABKS. 

* This I do know. But ^uch sort of « failings" do not disqualify a 
man to act the part which was assigned to Mr. H. in the good work of 
destroying my reputation and influence. 

t A fine compliment to the discernment of his friends. It was kind in 
him to volunteer his services in thi^ benevolent work. But can he re- 
member without remorse, and blushing, what sort of facts he once offer- 
ed to a circle of his friends, to <' disabuse tliem of their attachment to 
me," on the ground, that I was an "artful and selfish man," and actuat- 
ed by « base motives ?" If he can, he is truly to be pitied. 

"Who had for ^ome time appeared to me, &c."*2>. from Dec. 22, 
1804. Till this time Mr.H. and myself, had been intimate acquaintan- 
ces. I have reason to suppose, he had entertained a good opinion of me. 
I know of no act, or conduct of mine, which at this time, particularly, 
should have all at once, developed such new and opposite traits in my 
character. The sufifiosed facts, which he seized to justify this change of 
opinion, unfortunately have proved to be shadows, mere sAarfow* ; nor 
had he any proofs of them at the time. The conversation which passed 
between Mr. H. and myself, at the '^ Feaat of Shells,^* on the day above 
mentioned, and which I am assisted correctly to recollect by Mrs. M. to 
whom I mentioned it at the time, may bring to view, the real cause of this 
change of opinion in Mr. H. 

The topic of this conversation was, the election of a Professor of Di- 
vinity to the then vacant chair in Harvard College, which took place the 
14th of Feb. following. The two rival candidates were Rev. Mess'rs 
Ware and Appleton, now Dr. Appleton, President of Bowdoin College. 
Mr.H. was the warm advocate for the former ; the latter was the candi- 
date of my choice. Mr. H. spoke much in commendation of the 
amiableness, and worth of Dr. Ware, to which I assented ; but added, that 
his religious ofiinions, in my belief, were not such, as were required by 
Mr. Hollis's Statutes ; that these statutes must be our guide, in filling 
the vacancy, and that in the office I held as an Overseer of the College, 
I could not, conscientious It/y vote for Dr. Ware^ for Professor ; though I 
respected him as a man, and as a minister ; and added, that I feafed> if 
his election should be pushed, and carried, it would occasion a re/f^/o«* 
controversy in the Commonwealth, an event to be deprecated in the ex- 
isting state of political dissentions. Mr. H. re/ilied, that if such a con- 
troversy, as I represented, should take place, the party who advocated 
the election of Dr. W. had nothing to apprehend ; for that they . had 
on their side, all the talents, learning, wealth and influence, or expres- 
sions to this amount. I replied. Then, sir, if it be so, you have nothing 
to fear ; you must do as you please. From this time the intimacy be- 
tween Mr. H: and myself gradually ceased ; till, about a year after, for 
causes developed in the preceding pages, he came out openly, as the 
champion of the opposition against me. 

His conduct toward me ever since, has been that of a man actuated by 
the most unreasonable prejudices, and violent, and ungovemed passions ; 
and the circumstance, that he has been sufifiort€4 in this course of con- 
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t nev^r consulted anj one, until I had commitiei myself^ and 
Was compelled to proceed, or yield my own character ;'^ the as- 
sistance of a friendf has since been confined to repressing mj 
warmth of temper^ and softening the language of mj cooiiiiunica- 
tions.f 

Dr. M. speaks often of proofs, which he claims from me. I 
answer him, that my assertions have not heretofore needed sup- 
port ; and I fear not (heir being denied in this instance. :{: 1 
have, with some trouble, traced the steps of this gentleman^ 
further than I expected to be able to do.|| 

But at the same time, it may be observed, that we may enter 
tain opinions of a person, very unfavourable, and on evidence so 
perfectly satisfactory to our own minds, as to make it our duty to 
caution our friends, still without being able to produce legal proofs. 
Opinions may also be founded on -many facts too uninaportant 
singly to be worth proving:, and yet sufficient^ when taken togeth- 
er, to enforce conviction. $ ' 

RBMARKI. 

duct, by men of influence in society, has led on, from step to step, till 
this ftuhlic controversy has become indispensable. 

One instance of his treatment, I will mention.. A lady, a friend of 
mine, to whom I related a conversation, I had with Mr. H* (Sept. J 80S.) 
and his insolent reply to me ; when, on the score of our former ac 
quaintance, I attempted to explain to him certain transactions, of which be 
had conceived very incorrect ideas, this lady asked me, with strong 
emodons,^^ Pray, had you your cane in your hand, when fie thus insulted 
you ?" My reply was, « A bishop should be no striker." She added, 
*< True ; but that roan must be an arrant coward, who woul^ thus insult 
k minister of the GospeL" 

* A sad dilemma. 

t It is a pity his efforts were so unsuccessful. If the specimens we 
have before us are Mr. H's. ^ re/ireased warmth" and « softened Ian- 
guage" what must have been the degree of his original heat ; of what 
SoTt his original language ? 

^Whatever may have been the case ^<< heretofore" in regard to Mr. 
H's " assertions," they now, and must hereafter, require some evidence 
to support them % for in the very instances, to which, he here refers, in 
which I « claimed /iroo/i," of hb assertions, they have been /iroverf to be 
faUe. 

II To do what he actually did, in this honourable employment of search] 
ing into my firivate concerns, must have cost Mr.H. mucfy trouble. 

§ In the above paragraph, we have an ingenious device to escape fronj 
a dilemma. Mr. H. confesses that he had " committed himself," le. hS 
had asserted things with a view to alienate my friends, wliich he could 
not prove. He is " compelled," he says, « to firoceedy or yield his own 
character" There is one alternative, which, (I am sorry to say it,) 
though a professing Christian, he chose to forget ; and that was, to have 
Confessed his fault, and retraced his steps, as became a good man. Thi§ 
would early iiavc extricated him from his dilemma, and happily have 
terminated our controversy. Unfortunately for himself, as well as for 
tthers) he determined to <^ proceed," in traducing my character, and 
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That Dr. M. is a man whose sense of character has induced a 
good degree of caution in his general conduct/ will be readily 
granted ; and to have been able to state so much of his unworthy 
conduct, must be considered as more than was fairly to be ex- 
pected. Where I have been able to discover evidence of im- 
proper motives in one instance^ I have a right to presume it in 
others on more slight grounds^ than in the case of a character ex- 
posed to no previous suspicion. In the case now before met I 
have much confidence, that my opinions and conduct will meet 
the approbation of every impartial mind.* 

S. HtGGlNSON^ JtTK. 

REMARKS. 

alienating my friends ; and failing in^c/« to support him in this course, 
he substituted in their place, with considerable ingenuity, it is. confessed, 
the general obaervationa in the paragraph on which I am commenting, 
which may be applied to any fieraon whom they may happen to suit. 

* <' Dr. M's sense of character has induced a good degree of caution in 
his general conduct," Sec. This, it will be perceived, after reading what 
goes before, is a great deal for Mr. H. to grant I would return the 
compliment with all my heart, if I could do it with truth. T wish I may 
be enabled to continue ^ this degree of caution," aiid even to increase it. 
In this case, should this gentleman think it his duty, from fiure benevo^ 
lencci to continue his " trouble in tracing' my stefia" and examining into 
my private transactional for the charitable purpose of discovering in me 
such ^ unworthy conduct* as might enable him, in the use of it, to ^ dis- 
abuse his friends of their attachment to me," he might acquire still more 
credit to himself from this honourable employment. For, it seems, the 
more caution I shall use, and the less X may have of ^ unworthy con- 
duct," for him to discover, the more credit will he claim to himself, for 
finding out, and displaying before his friends, what may exist. And the 
less he shall find, the more he will felicitate himself, that he ^ has been 
able to state ao muchy because this ^^ ao much** must be <^ considered as 
more than was fairly to be expected ! ! I" 

In reacting the passage on which we have been remarking, I could 
not help wondering, whether Mr. H. had ever read the following descrip- 
tion of a virtue, which he professes to admire. ^ Charity i$ kind ; char- 
ity vaunt eth not itself, VAUOt fluffed up ; doth not behave itaelf unseem- 
ly ; THiNKfiTH MO EVIL ; rejoiceth not in iniquity, hxilrejoiceth in the 
TRUTH." So it reads in my Bible. But Mr. H. 1 understand, has an 
'< Improved Version of the New Teatamenty* of which he is such an ad- 
mirer, as that it has been boaatingly said he once imported a hundred 
copies of it for charitable distribution. How the passage, I have just 
quoted, reads in this '' Improved Version," I have not examined. 
Should it so read as to justify Mr. H. in his conduct, in the case before 
us, it would not be the t>nly instance in which this Version counte* 
nances very dangerous and pernicious error, both in principle and 
conduct. This ^Improved Version," was confessedly "Me Biblt^^oi 
another of my most violent accusers in this affair of Miss A. And it 
may in truth be added, th^t among the party in the opposition in this 
controycrsy, are to be found all the friends and patrons of this Veruon* 

II 
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THB BSVElUBVCE. 

The origin of this Reference ha& been already stated. It be- 
came a much mote formal business than was at first intended. 
Vly meaning in making the proposition I did to Mr. H. in the 
postscript of my letter to him of the 8th Dec. 1808^ as will be 
perceived by recurring to that documentf was to have together 
ihe gentleman there named, for half, an hour, as so many firiends 
to both parties ; In which time, I presumed, they could hear all . 
that was necessary to enable them to settle a frivolous dispute. 
t had no particular solicitude, who should judge in the case, and 
named the gentlemen I did name, because I knew Mr. H. had 
confidence in them ; and some of them, I knew had been made 

Sarticularly acquainted^ by Miss A. herself, with her complaints. 
*he subject of the Reference, indeed^ magnified as we advanced. 
Other subjects were associated with it, which were, however, 
separated in the hearing. It is needless to trouble the reader 
with a detail of zfour months* negotiation ind correspondence on 
the subject. It is sufficient to say^ thati after various propositions 
and changes in regard to the Referees^ and the points in con* 
troversy to be referred, it was mutually agreed, finally* that the 
Hon. Thomas Dawes, Hon. John Davis, and Hon. Sawusi. 
Dbxter^ Esquires, should be the men, and that the affair of 
Miss A. alone, should be submitted to their decision at this time. 
The names of these gentlemen were on a list of eight ,^ sent by me 
to Mr. H. out of which he was left to choo^e^ They were fMrn^ 
inaled by me, but chosen by him. He was not limited by me^ 
to my list. I am thus particular, because it has been so often said, 
in a way not in any view very fair or correct, that ** the Referees 
Were all of my own choice." So they were all of Mr. H's and 
Miss A's choice^ Jir will be proper* and, after the use that has 
been made of the circumstance,.but justice to myself^ here to 
state,* as evidence of my liberality in the selection I made, that 
all the lleferees differed from' me in their views of the great doc*^ 
trinefi of religion^ which wero then, and have since been, contro* 
verted in this region ; and also,- and particiilarlt/j in the affitir of 
the latejeiectton of the Hollis Professor of Divinity at Harvard Col-' 
lege, which has imparted to the present controversy its chief im* 
portance< They are all of the party, who are in opposition to me, in 
the great controversy now agitated in this region. All their partial- 
ities and interests^ could they be supposed to have any in this case. 
Were against me, and in/ai;oMr of Miss A. and her supporters. 

The^e circumstances, however, as will be» seen in my statement, 
and argument before them, at the hearing, had not the smallest 

* Hon. Judge Dawes, Hon. Sam. Dexter, Hon John C. Jonea, Bei^amin Joy, Esq* 
Daniel D. Bodgen^Esq. Stephen Codmaa* £sq. Samuel H. WaUev, Eib, Stoy. Mr 
Bfttes. 
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weight in my mind, against their sitting as my judges in this case, 
On the contrary, in my mind, they were rather inducements to ' 
the choice ; because, I presumed their judgment on these accounts 
would have greater weight with the piiblic, ip silencing the slan- 
ders, which were so busily circulatea | and I had not a doubt, but 
it would be sudi as would completely ei^oner^te me in the case 
submitted to them, so plain a case did I consider it^ 

These observations premised, I now lay before the reader the 
clocuments, which were submitted to the Referees. 

SxEPHEif HiGQiirsoN, Juu. Esq. was the agent of Miss Ad- 
ams, who did not appear before the Referees, jn periroii, but by 
his attorney, Fra^itcis D* Channino, Esq. his brother in law, 
since deceased* Whether he adopted this course from disrespect 
tome, with a view to wound my feelings; or from distrust of his 
own ability to manage his cause before the Referees, on account 
of the violence of his passions, I am not informed. 

The hearing coo^menced, at 4 o'clock, P.M. on the 24th of 
April, 1809, and concluded the aame evening.. 

♦ 
JETere follofv the titles of the docnmcnt^j which rvUl be in- 
serted in their order* 

1. Mr. Hrgginson's letter to the Referees, Jan, 7th, 1809. 

2. Mr. Higginson's general Statementof Miss A'stase. Mark- 
ed A. 

3. Mr. Higginson's additional Statement. Marked B. 

4. Remarks on the above Statements, by Dr. Morse. 

5. Dr. Morse's letter to Miss Adams, of Sept. 26, 1804. 

6. Miss A's letter to Dr. Parish, Oct. 13, 1804, 
• r. Dr. P's letter to Miss A. of Nov. 10, 1 804, 

8. Miss A's letters to Dr. M. and Pr. P. of Nov, 1805. (not 
sent.) 

9. Letter from Cambridge, Aug. 8tb, 1805. 

10. Miss A's two letters to Mr. Higginson, of Dec. 27, 1808. 

11. Dr. Holmes's letter to Miss A. of August 15, 1805. 

12. Miss A's answer to Dr. Ht Sept. 1805. 

13. Dr. M's Letter to Mr. Jo^iah Salisbury, Dec. 7th, 1808. 

14. Mr. Higginson's remarks on the ptpceding letter. 
15* Dr. Parish's letter to Dr. M, April 20th, 1809. 
16. Dr. M's argument before the Referees. 

ir. Remarks of F. D. Channipg, EJsq, 

1^. Mr. Higginson's letter to Judge Davis and Rev. Mr. 
Channing, Feb. 3, 1 809, [not seen till the evening of the Refer* 

ence.] 

19. Judge Davis to Mr. Higginson, A oril 18, 1809. 

20. Mr. Higginson's to Judge Davis, April 19, 1809. 

21. Dr. M's note to Judge Da%'is, April 28, 1809. 

22. Letter of Referees tpDr. Morse, April 28, 1809. 

23. Dr. M. to the Referees, April 29, 1809. 

24. Judge Davis to Dr. M* May 2, 1809. 
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Sirs, 



Mr. HigginBon*9 kUer to the Reftrtt$^ 

BotTOKf Jam. Tib, 1809* 



Bj an agreement between the Rev. Dr. Moa«E of 
Charle8town» and myself, on behalf of Miss HAirirAH Adams, iX 
is requested that you would give your opinion^ on the subject j» 
of controversy between those two persons. 

On the part of Miss A. I herewith submit a statement of the 
Dr's interference with her, in publishing his histories of New-En* 
gland, in connection with the Rev. Dr. Pabish. 

The papers I enclose are, first, my general representation of the 
business (marked A«) with some additional remarks (marked B.) 
ia which I have suggested my own conception of the satisfaction 
with which Miss A. ought to rest contented. There are also 
several letters which have passed between the parties, which, 
without any comment on my partf will throw light on the subjects; 
as, 1st, Dr. M. to Miss A. intended to deter her from publishing 
.an abridgment, which she had then, with great laboir, and at 
considerable expense of her health, prepared for the press. 2d, 
Miss A. to Dr. Parish, pleading her peculiar situation, andas- 
aerting her right to publish; 3d, Dr. P. to Miss A.* (On this last 
I cannot avoid one remark, viz. that while those Rev'd Gentle- 
men, could see. an •interference" to their injury, if Miss A* 
should publish a small book for the use of schools, they appear 
to think, that their History, so far from its interfering with her 
Summary, would, in fact, aid the sale of it. Sometimes the works 
appear quite different ; at other times, under a diflferent view* to be 
iMire, they are considered of ^Mhe same kind,") 4th and 5th,. 
Miss A's letters to Drs. P. dnd M. which were written as soon 
as she discovered the new edition preparing at Salem» which was 
soon after those gentlemen had, as she supposed, sincerely re- 
tracted their threats of publishing an abridgment: 

When Miss A. wrote these letters she was at the house of the 
Rev'd Mr. E. of Beverly, who dissuaded her from sending 
them, appealing io her religious principles, and urging the duty 
of Christian forbearance ; they were therefore not sent, and are 
now shown only to exhibit the sentiments of Miss A* respecting 
the transaction at the time it was passing. 

This will be excused when it is recollected, that Dr^ M. ap- 
pears to think that Miss A. considers herself to have no cause 
of complaint, and that the trouble you are now requested to take 
is chargeable wholly to '' officionsness'' on my part. With the 
same view I send also her two late letters to me on this subject, 
[dated Dedham, Dec. 27, 1808,] which fully explain the present 
state of her mind. 

The letter from Dr. Holmes, and Miss A*s answer, are hand- 
ed to you, merely to show her readiness to do justice to the 
character of Dr. M. (notwithstanding her sense of injurious treat- 

* These three letters are inserted, p. 19* to £2* 
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fnent) in eontradicting an unfounded report to his disadvantage, 
which had got into circulation. 

I have nothing to add, but an expression of my confidence, that 
your humanity will prevent you froth declining an unpleasant 
service, and that you will give the subject a full and fair consid- 
eration. I am, very respectfully, yours, &c. 

S. HIGGINSON, Jto. 

A. Mr, Higginson* 8 general statement of Miss A^s case. 

In the year 1799, Miss Adams published her Summary Histo« 
ry of New-England. Tne manuscripl, which had long been pre- 
paring for the press, was at last published in a state not satisfac- 
tory to her mind, as she would have condensed it more if time 
had been afforded her, but through ill health, andioss of eyesight, 
ahe was unable. Yet she was obliged to publish it, for a subscrip- 
tion had commenced, and she had received some money, but the 
fear ofnot completing it hsid induced her to stop the subscription. 

The publication of the Summary History, which was undertak- 
en wholly at her own risk, was rendered so expensive, that it was 
extremely difficult to obtain a sale for the books, and she was far 
from receiving the emolument she expected. Still however, she 
consoled herself, with the hope of pursuing her original design, 
and abridging it^ as Dr^ Morse had done his Geography. She 
only delayed it on account of having so many of the Summary 
Histories on hand. Miss Adams, by exchange, disposed of a con- 
siderable number of that history ; (though in such away as not to 
indemnify her for the expense ;) she was yet in debt, and was 
preparing for an abridgment, the publication of which, she hoped, 
might relieve her, when she heard of the publication of the histo- 
ry of New-England, for the use of schools, by Drs. Morse and 
Parish. She at once sought an interview with Dr. Morse, men- 
tioned her fears that this work of bis would stop the sale of her Sum- 
mary History, and would deprive her of any chance of relief from 
the sale of her abridgment, which she was preparing. Dr. M. at 
once endeavoured by flattery to sooth her mind ; assured her that 
his work could not injure the sale of hers, &c. Miss A. then 
told him, she supposed he could have no obj'ection to her publish- 
ing her abridgment ; he answered, certainly not ; and that he 
would gladly patronize it. Not long after this, she received a 
letter from Dr. Morse, saying, that he had consulted with Mr. 
Parish, who did not approve of her publishing an abridgment, 
and advised her not. to do it, lest it should provoke them to pub- 
lish an abridgment also ! ! This shock produced a serious effect 
on the weak nerves of Miss A. and deprived her of all power,^if 
she had had the courage, to go on with her work. 

She at once wrote to Dr. Parish on the subject, and received 
an answer, very different from what she had expected from the 
tenor of Pr. Morse's letter ; and at an interview afterward this 
gentleman overpowered ber with professions df good will. 
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While under the dejection of mind above nieationed» she viail 
ed BoatoDi and met with Mr. Shaw, fold him her distress » an 
that she dared not publish this little work, on which she relied fo 
support* Mr. S. however, encouraged hert and told her be iirouli 
give her every aid in bis power* With his advice, and that a 
some other friends* she put tjie work to the press, with a vies 
of giving it a chance of being used in schools, notwithstanding the 
popular and powerful name of Dr. Morse. Her friends obtain- 
ed the recommendations of some respectable literary meo» bj aid 
of which, and the exertions of her friends, this edition was dispos- 
ed of, without any profit, however, as the bookseller^ In wfcose 
hands they were placed, had failed, and nothing was received ot 
all the money he had collected. 

Being on a visit at Salem, Miss A. called in at CusHiire Bud 
Appleton's bookstore, to inquire if they would take some of 
her abridgments to sell. They declined, saying, they had under- 
taken to print an edition for Drs. Mobsb and Parish ! j 

Judge of her astonishment ! for, with all their flattery, she had 
not observed that they did not withdraw their threats, or promise 
not to come out again and interfere with hers* Yet now, while 
nearly all their edition was on hand (for it is not all sold to tbk 
day) she found a new one coming out,' not called an abridg- 
ment, but shortened only, and put at a reduced price* On wqai- 
jry, Miss A. found that soon after Dr. P* had' overwfaelihed her 
"frith professions of respect and regard, and desire ko serve her, 
Jne had applied to Cubhin'o to print this work. With a keen 
feeling of this mean, if not unjust transaction. Miss A. told lih 
C. if he did publish it, she would publish to the world the corres- 
pondenccy to show the characters of these Rev'd* OentieDien is 
their true light. As soon as I learned this, I bad an intervietr 
with Dr. M. at Mr.TvNo's office, remonstrated against his injot* 
tice, and requested him to give up the proposed edition for her 
benefit, as the gain to him would be trifling, and to her the only 
support she relied on ; for where his edition was used, it would 
necessarily prevent so far the sale of her work; The upmost I 
'could obtain^ was' a promise to keep back the edition for the pres- 
ent* 

A new edition (5000) of Miss A's abridgment was published 
under Mr. Shaw's care* The sale has been small, and the ex- 
penses not yet paid. 

Thus it has rested ; till now a new edition of Dn M's history k 
advertised in Newburyport. The number is 4000, price 6$. 
the last Was 78. 6d. Now the sale of this must of course so far 
prevent the sale of hers ; for two Histories of New»&ngland will 1 
not be used in the same schools* This will so far ^o to deprive J 
her of the means of support ; and it will certainly be granted, that 
nothing but poverty on his part could justify a man in Dr. M'l 
situation doing any thing which must produce such consequences 
to a helpless and needy female^ whose situation and character 
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seem strongly to claim the patronage and countenance of men of 
virtae and religion, and more particularly of ifafluential clergj- 
iiien» 

B* Mr. Higginson^s additional remarks. 

In additiou to the facts already stated, I beg permission to 
call your attention to a wrong received by Miss A. which, though 
calculated in a less degree to injure her in a pecuniary view, was 
felt by her as severely wounding her hard earned reputation as 
an author^ 

Dr» Morse's Compendious History came out several years 
after Miss A's Summary ; and it will hardly be denied, that he de- 
rived considerable assistance in his labours from that Summary* 
He was without doubt relieved from much of the tedious eo^ploy- 
ment (which had cost her so large a sacrifice df time and health) 
of searching through old and scarce books, and other documents, 
io which his materials were thinly scattered. 

1*0 this benefit Miss Ai makes no objection. It is one of which 
posterior writers on similar subjects constantly avail themselves. 
But had she ndt a claim tp some kind of acknowledgment for the 
advantages derived from her labours ? was it fair or honourable, 
was it even consistent with truth, to say, after this, that the mate-^ 
rials for a History of New-England, bad, until then, until the pub- 
lication of the Compendious History, been scattered in many dif- 
ferent Tojumes^ too expensive and too disjointed to be rendered 
useful to the rising generation ? I am confident there is no occa- 
sion to enlarge^ while addressing Gentlemen ofydur character, on 
impropriety and injustice like this; 

This lady has spent her life in close application to literary 
pursuits^ with a Wish to earn an honest livelihood for herself, and 
io assist her worthy, though needy parent, and be useful and rep- 
titable to her country. Can it then consist with the feelings of an 
honourable man, to supplant her in her attempts td reap the pe- 
cuniary reward of her labours ;. and still further to withhold, front 
her the slightest public acknowledgment of the merit of her 
work> or of the aids he had derived from it ? 

I will suggest for your consideration, what I think may be con-**^ 
sidered as a fair and reasonable claim on the part of Miss A^' It 
is, that the profits arising to Dr. M. from the edition now print- 
ing at Newburyport, be transferred to Miss A. When the 
Vast difference in.the circumstances of thesfe parties is taken intd 
view, I think it must be unnecessary to enforce this claim by 
tnany arguments which would naturally suggest themselves* In-^ 
deed I cannot but hope, that Dr. M. will gladly accept the pro- 
posal, and relieve you. Gentlemen, from the labour of making aii 
Uward in the case^ 

S. HIGGINSON, Jvvs 



/^•'-. 



■^•^^ 



84 

Dr, Morsels Remark$9 

On Mr. Higoivbov'b statement of Miss Adams's case^ exhibited 

to the Referees, in presence of Mr.HioGiNsoiv's attornej, F* 

D. CHAifNiNGi Esq. April 24, 1809. He had read Mr. H't 

statement. Document marked A. 

Quest. Has this statement been submitted to Miss A ; and hat 
it her assent, as correct ? 

The 8d. paragraph in the statement, (respecting the first in- 
terview with Miss A.) incorrect. Dr. M. Has no recollection that 
the conversation here recited took place, at the time specified. 
The purport of it follows. 

Quest, by Miss A. Have yoi^, sir, any objection to my pub- 
lishing an abridgment of my History of New-England ? 

Ans. Certainly not, Madam. 

Miss A. I have had it in contemplation, to publish an abridg- 
ment of my History, and have partly prepared it. 

J.M. As Mr. Parish is concerned with me in the publication, 
it will be proper for me to have his coosent."^ I have no objec- 
tion myself. 

[The charge of fl^aittery groundless, nothing was said that looked 
like it.] 

Miss A. " It is well ;" and we parted. Nothing material else, 
to my recollection, was gaid. This conversation took place in 
the crowds as we came out of Thursday lecture. 

I was not impressed by Miss A's conversation, at the time, 
with the idea that any unpleasant feelings toward me existed in 
her mind. 

Query. As the preparation of our History was no private 
matter^ and proposals had been in circulation, and in the newspa- 
per for months, why, if Miss A. apprehended interference, did 
she defer her complaint, till after the work was published ? Had 
she then made her objection, the consequences which haTe fol- 
lowed, might have been prevented. 

After the interview with Miss A. I wrote Dr.PARisHf (I did 
not see him, as my letter seems to imply.) The purport of his 
answer, and in his own words» I immediately wrote Miss A. 
(See my letter, and the following correspondence between Miss 
A* and Dr. Parish.) 

Whatever nnfavoucable impressions were made on Miss A'a 
mind by my letter, Dr. P. and myself supposed were completely 
effaced by his letter to her, and the interview which he had with 
her when he delivered the letter. 

Dr. Parish's letter to Miss A. I saw and approved, before 
it was delivered. 

I have never exchanged a word, nor a letter, with Miss A. on 
this subject, since my letter abovd alluded to. 

* My object in these Remarks, was to giVe a mere outline of faets : otherwise I 
should have here added, what is stated in my argument before the Referees, peaued 
at tlse same time with the Remarks : that 1 •ngaged, at Miss A's reqovi^ to obtftin 
fori mad to traaiuyfii to, her Dr. ?*• oj^ialoii. 
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Does Miss A. or do ber friends for her, claim the exclusive 
privilege of writing the History of New-England ? Will the lawfi 
allow it ? Will the public admit it ? 

JBy her own acknowledgment! her History is imperfect ;^ and 
from the state of her healthy not likely to be improved* Were 
the public to be satisfied with tbi^? Ours is admitted to be 
'* larger/' and better than hers^ see Anthology, vol. ii. p. 542. 
2d« col. and 544, 2d* col. 2d. paragraph. Was this ^' larger" 
and better work to be suppressed, to give place to one confessedly 
less valuable, and more expensive, merely because one nfras writ- 
ten by a worthy female^ who was poor, and meritorious? Have 
we no rights ? 

Tie interview at Mr. Tyno's office, with Mr. H. lies very dif- 
ferently in my mind, from what Mr. H. has represented. Two 
other subjects, were the jpnmary, and special objects of this in- 
terview. This of Miss A. I voluntarily introduced and explain- 
ed, as I supposed, satisfactorily to both the gentlemen. I per- 
fectly remember stating to these gentlemen, my wish to patron- 
ize Miss A's work, to review it in the Panoplist, &c. but that I 
could not, because, after the reports which had been circulated 
about the business, such patronage woiild be construed into an 
admission of my ill treatment of Miss A. Mr. H. said, *<so it 

wouldf you can't do it." 

« 

MISS A. TO MB. HIGGINSOy. 
cf^y Dedham, Dec. S7, 1806. 

After attentively reading your statement^ I have added 
a few lines, which I leave to your judgment* Among many other 
papers, I send two letters, written to Dr. Morsb and Mr. Parish, 
^ter I heard they were about to reprint their concise History^ 
but was dissuaded from sending t&em by some of my friends. In 
my letter to Dr. Morse, I have stated ibe grounds of my com* 
plaints against him. 

With regard to what he says in his letter to you, I do not wish 
my friends to interfere. Suffer me once more to explain myself. 
It has been my uniform opinion, that he has treated me ungene- 
rously ; yet I am ready to admit the only apology I can make 
for him, which is,, that he wants that delicacy of feeling, which 
would enable him to form an adequate idea how deeply his con* 
duct, must wound the feelings of an helpless and delicate female* 

From nay being fully convinced of his indefatigable exertions 
to carry his points, the variety of his resources, my dread of hav- 
ing the subject again brought before, the public, and the appre- 
hension, that callmg up the subject would excite those irritable 
feelings, which I wish tb banish, from a sense of the great duty of 
forgiving injuries. From all these considerations^ I have some- 

* See the iatredaetion of Mr. H'ft statement of Mist A*s eue. 
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fimeg been willing to give up quietly, what I imagine mj job C^ 
righty and have lometimes expressed similar ideas upon the sub- 
ject to some of my friends. 

't'et your generous exertions to have justice done me, excite 
the most lively gratitude ; and however the affair will terminate^, 
I shall feel mysdf equally obliged. I am with unfeigned esteem, 

*^- HANNAH ADAMS. 



MISS ADAMS TO MB. HIGGINSON. 



Sir, 



Dbdham« Dec. 97, 180S. 



If Dr. Morse should allege, that he has aright to pablish 
his concise History, because I made large quotations from his 
Oeography in my Summary History, I desire it may be remember- 
ed, that in my preface to that work, I made a respectful acknowl- 
edgment to him, after mentioning his Geography and some other 
valuable Histories, I then add, <* In abridging the works of these 
excellent authors, the compiler is sensible of her inability to do 
them justice, and has sometimes made use of their own words. 
The reader is always referred, for further information, to these in- 
genious performances ; and the highest ambition of the compiler 
is, that her imperfect sketch may excite ii more general atten- 
tion to the large an.d valuable histories of the country." Before 
I printed iny Su: imary History, I asked the Doctor's leave to 
make quotations from his Geography. He answered, he was per- 
fectly willing, and had been equally indebted to my View of Ke- 

ligions in his Geography.^ 

######### 

One thing besides, I forgot to mention ; when you did me the 
honour to call upon me. That is^ a letter I received from the 
Rev. Dr. Holmes, which I enclose. 

* In a passage, in this place, which I omit, there is a delicate circum- 
stance alluded to, connected with the name of a very respectable gentle- 
man, distant from this place, who has no concern in this controversy, and 
a private letter of his referred to, which was not exhibited to the Ref- 
erees, nor have I ever seen it. On these accounts I have taken the tib- 
erty to suppress this paragraph. This is done solely for the reasons I 
have now assigned ; not from any unwillingness on my part to have the 
transaction alluded to, laid before the public, as it admits of an easy and 
satisfactory explanation. If Miss A. thinks it will serve her cause, she 
is at liberty of course to publish the suppressed paragraph, and will 
doubtless do it ; but in fairness, she xnust in this case publish also the let- 
ter to which it alludes, aiid take the responsibility of introducitig its 
author before the public, in this controversy.' To this course^ if She 
or her friends choose it, I have no objection. 
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Wfa^n I perused it, I cojald not help thinking Dr. Morse meant 
to intimidate me, so as to induce me, to exculpate him from all 
blame z and as I expected he would see the answer, while I justljr 
oI«ared myself, from bringing that charge against him mentioned 
in Dr. Holmes's letter^ I took care to let him know I felt hurt 
by his conduct.* 

If you please^ you may mention that my abridgment has been 
reprinted in England^ for the use of Schools, as I find by the 
Svangelical Magazine, 1806. I subscribe myself with sentiments 
of gratitude, &c. 

HANNAH ADAMS. 



DB. PARISH TO DB« MORSE. 

Bysfi&ld, AiPRXL 90« 1809. 

JM[y dear sir, 

Perfectly conscious of my upright views respecting^ 
Miss Adams, I am not a little surprised to learn from you, that 
something in one of my letters to you respecting her, is thought 
exceptionable. I believe you will remember, that some time he- 
fore that letter was written, there had been several attempts to 
render your Geographies unpopular, and to introduce others in 
their steady and never having he^rd before of any intention of Miss 
Adams to abridge her History f>f New-England, my impression 
was, that the measure was adopted in consequence of our publica- 
tion, and like the new Geographies advertised^ designed t# sup- 
plant our work. Under this impression^ I immediately wrote as 
I did ; but when soon after, by a letter from Miss Adams, I learn- 
ed the friendliness of her disposition, and her real situation, I did, 
instantly, most readily and most heartily, in a letter, and in con- 
versation with her, give my consent to her abridgment. I then 
really supposed this was all that she expected or desired^ I cer- 
tainly had no conception, that ffhe wished us to relinquish our 
work ; I am, therefore, surprised that a subsequent edition should 
wound her feelings; and as I knew of no injury my previous er- 
ror of opinion had done, I did not think of its being imputed to 
me as a crime i I had even forgotten it. 

As far as I am able to recollect, this is an exact statement ; and 
so certain am I of rectitude on this point, I cannot think a more cir- 
cumstantial explanation is necessary : but as no object, excepting 
goodness itself, is dearer to me than the favour of my fellow men ; 
as a good name is better than precious ointment, I will thank you, 
if you think this will remove any unfavourable prejudices, to 
make such use of it, as you may judge most proper. 

Fully persuaded I am, that if those persons, who entertain un- 
happy jealousies respecting your agency in the History of New- 

* This letter to Dr. H. I have before stated, I never saw, till th« time of the 
referencet 
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England, knew, as I do, the rise and progreaa of that work^ and 
the disposition you have always manifested respecting Misa 
A MS, their jealousies would subside, and instead of accusing 
thej would be, as I am, my dear sir, most sincerely, your cordial 
friend and brother, 

E. PARISH. 



DR. MOBSE'S argument BEFORE THE REFEREES. 

[The Argument, of which the following is but a part, had ref^ 
erence to other charges of Mr. Hiooivsov, of a very serious na- 
ture, other than those of Miss Adams, which I expected would 
have been submitted to these Referees. . The connection of. one 
of the Referees, with' some of the parties concerned, forbad^ as be 
' supposed, his fitting in judgment, under these circumstances. 
The hearing of course was limited, to my obvious disadvantage, to 
the case of Miss Adams. Such parts of the argument only as 
relate to this case, are here inserted. The other charges of Mr. 
H. of the more serious nature, it is proper here to state, have 
been since examined, by competent judges, and proved to have 
been altogether calumnious and/al^e.] 

Oenttemenf 

No ordinary occurence would have induced foe to 
give you, or myself, the trouble of this Reference. I am com- 
pelled to do it in defence of what is dearer to me than my life, 
my reputcUion and usefulness^ against the unprovoked, furious, 
and obstinately persevering attacks of a man, who, from his nu- 
merous and respectable connections, has influence to give, and 
bas already given, I' know not how extensive effects to his cal- 
umnies against ine. Were the injuries occasioned by these at- 
tacks, merely personal $ did they rest on me alone, I should bear 
them in silence; Rather than contend with a Christian brother^^ 
I would have patiently submitted to the^i, and even greater than 
these. But the baneful effects of these attacks lire not confined 
to myself; they wound that' religion of which I am a minister^ 
that sacred cause, which I am conscientiously bound to support. 
This cause, this religion, as welt as my own character, I am now 
to defend. In this view the controversy before yon magnifies in- 
to importance. I pray you, therefore, gentlemen, to hear me pa- 
tiently. 

I am happy in submitting my cause to the. decision of men, 
in whose wisdom, integrity, and impartiality, I have the fuUestcon- 
fidence; of men, who are accustomed to judge between man and 
man; and who can, therefore, with the more ease and precision, 

* Mr. H. 18 A profesior of religion. 
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discern and define the prominent features and points in the con- 
troversy ; of men competent to estimate the nature and weight of 
charges, to judge of the evidence, that is appropriate, and neces* 
sary to support^ or to refute them, and to prescribe the repara- 
tion proper to be made to the injured. 

Unaccustomed, as I am, to business of this kind, and unac- 
quainted with the usual forms of managing it, and constrained, as 
I have been, to prepare my defence in haste, amidst many inter- 
ruptions, and under the disadvantage of feeble health, I rely with 
confidence on your candour, gentlemen*, to overlook any informali- 
ties and incorrectness- in my proceedings, and on your goodness 
to protect me, against any advantage, which my accuser, by 
his attorney, or in any pther way, may be disposed to take of my 
not adHiering to the usual forms. 

I feel, gentlemen, that to be reproached unjustly y is no dishonour. 
To hefahely accused, fixea no stigma upon character. In some 
cases indeed, it is honourable to be the subject o{ false ac<:usa- 
tion ; because it furnishes the strongest proof of innocence. 
Why at the trial of the innocent Saviour, didhis accusers bring in 
false witnesses^ if the truth would have answered their wicked 
purposes against him ? (Mark. xiv. 55, &c.) Why did *< certain 
of the synagogue, which is the synagogue of the Libertines^** su- 
born mejSy falsely to accuse the martyr Stephen, but because they 
were unable to resist the spirit and wisdom, by which he spake ? 
(Acts vi. 9, 10, 11.) To bring a case nearer to our view; why 
have political demagogues forged and circulated lies against 
their opponents, some of the fairest characters which our conn- 
try can boast, but because the truth would have defeated their 
object? 

I am not so presumptuous, gentlemen, as to arrogate to myself 
the character of those whom I have now adduced, as examples, 
merely, to prove my assertion* If, however, it shall appear, as I 
am confident it will appear, that the charges brought against me 
are false, I shall have the consolation, and the honour, of suffer- 
ing in the best of company. 

The situation in which I am placed, by my accuser, is, on many 
accounts, trying, in the extreme, to my feelings ; yei, supported 
by conscious integrity, and innocence, as to the charges brought 
against me, I can with truth adopt the language of the Apostle; 
** Troubled on every side, yet not distressed ; perplexed, but 
not in despair ; persecuted, but not forsaken ; cast down, but not 
destroyed." (2 Cor. iv. 8, 9, 10.) 

Unpleasant and painful as is the duty now devolved on me, 
gentlemen, I cannot but consider it as a favour in Divine Provi- 
dence, that I am called to fulfil it. For the last four years, the 
mass of calumnious charges now laid before you, like leaven, has 
been generating, and extending its deadly influence, upon my 
reputation^ in this region. These charges have been industri<yus' 
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ly circulated, I know not bow extensively ; first in blind insinua^ 
Hcfna; then in more significant whispers; at length in direct 
tftai^e^i in particular circles ; and, more explicitly and openly ^ in 
the anonymous publications of the day. All these things have 
been done in the dark, by persons, and in ways, impossible for me 
to detect or counteract. The effects have been visible and felt, 
while the causes have remained in a great measure concealed. I 
have been, therefore, constrained patiently to lie under the 
odium of many false and injurious charges, because no one seem- 
ed willing to take upon him the responsibility of supporting them. 
Through the officious zeal of my accuser, (Mr. Uioginson) these 
charges have now assumed a shape in which I can meet them. 
They have now a/afAer, who, though he may not have begotten 
them, adopts them as his foster children, and is pledged for their 
support. 

Here then we are at issue. To enable you, gentlemen, pre- 
cisely to ascertain the points of controversy between us, I will 
endeavour, from the mixed mass of materials before you, to col- 
lect, and arrange, in as short a compass as possible, his charges, 
and my defence. 

^F ^F ^F ^F ^P ^F 

The case of Miss H. Adams. 

I now, gentlemen, would call your attention to the case*of Miss 
ADAMSf about which such a host of misrepresentations and 
falsehoods have been industriously and extensively circulated 
against me. Opt of the multitude of these falsehoods, I mention 
the following, as a specimen of the rest. [Here was related the 
MS. story ; theletter from Cambridge, of Aug. 8, 1805, was read, 
and the falsehood of the MS. story proved, from Miss A's own tes- 
timony.] 

Misrepresentations not less injurious, have been published to 
the world, in the Anthology, under the sanction of ** a Society 
of Gentlemen." [Here was read from that work, such passages as 
were in point.] * 

I will not consume more of your time, gentlemen, in relating 
other false reports concerning this affair; nor will I attempt io 
give you a full view of their injurious effects on my character, 
usefulness, and interest. 

I will only state, that in consequence of these reports, the 
abridgment of my Geography was excluded from all the public 
schools in Boston, in wliich it had been a classical book from the 
time of its publication, and this by order of the school Committee; 
and Miss A's History of New-England, strange as it may seem, 
was introduced in its place. I have also been recently informed, 
that these same reports have been urged by one of the Trustees, 
as a reason* why my geographical works should not be introduced 
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into a numerous^ and respectable Academj in a papulous town in 
this Commonwealth. 

You will now, gentlemen, look at the causes, of this load of re- 
proacfa and calumny, which has been heaped upofi me. 

tn the first place, let it be remembered^ that my right to pub- 
lish the work in question, is not doubted bj Mr. H. nor by any 
one else, to his knowledge. It is also admitted by Mr. H« that 
I published it nirith upright and honourable views of promoting 
the public good; and without the most distant thought of inter- 
fering with the rights^ or interests, or wounding the feelings of 
Miss A. or anyone else; and that I had no knowledge of Miss 
A's intention to abridge her workf till mine was publisbed. Till 
this time, therefore, it is conceded by Mr. H. that I had given no 
just cause of complaint to Miss A. or to her friends, except by a 
clause in the preface of my work, whi6h will be noticed in its 
place. 

All the charges, which have any bearing upon this case, I con- 
ceive, may be reduced to the two, which are stated to my hand 
in Mr. Hiooinson's own words^or thbse of his attorney^ as fol« 
lows. 

1. *^My first charge is, that you did interfere with her 
(Miss A's) rights, by a cruel, and unmanly threat to publish an 
abridgment to meet hers, which threat, (contrary to your appa-' 
rent intentions,) you did actually prepare to execute, and was de- 
terred only by the influence of Miss A*5 friends." 

2. ** Miss A. has always felt herself slighted and injured in 
her reputation, as a writer, by the manner in which Dr. M. treats 
her Summary History, which had then been published only a 
short time, and which, in his preface to his concise Histsry, is 
classed with those <' disjointed volumes," which were described 
as too expensivci to be rendered useful to the rising geheration."^ 
This passage is considered by Mr. H. as " a wrong done Miss 
A. which though less calculated to injure her in a pecuniary view, 
was felt by her, as severely wounding her hard earned reputation, 
as an author.*^ '^ 

Here, gentlemen, you have compressed in these two cblarges, 
in Mr. H's own language, the substance, nay^ I will venture to 
say, the whole amount, of all the causes of the hue and cry 
raised against me, in regard to the affair now under consideration* 
Admit, gentlemen, for a moment, that these charges were true, 
and fairly stated, I ask whether they amount to a justiffcation of 
the treatment I have received? to a ^^ forfeiture to Miss A. of 
the profits arising from the work" in question, which Mr. H* very 
modestly requests you to adjudge to her ? 

* See this pMtase from the Pirefiice, iaserted p. 7i. 
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The amount of the first charge, as it standfl, ia, that a cruel, and 
unmanlj threat was made to Miss A. by Dr. P. and myself, 
which, it is admitted, was not executed^ 

The second charge does not pretend to injure her in a pecuni- 
ary view» but is only calculatea to hurt her feelings and reputa- 
tion, as an author. 

But, gentlemen, I will strip these charges of their uncomelj 
dress, and exhibit them naked to your examination. IToo will 
then be able to estimate the injury Dr. Parish and myself have 
done Miss A. both in her interest and feelings. 

First, as to the " cruel and unmanly threat," by which we are 
represented, both as invading the rights, and wounding the feel- 
ings of Sf iss A. This dreadful threat, which forms the blackest 
apotf in all the charges against us, and which the Anthology Re- 
viewers have marked with no less than three notes of admiration, 
is to be found in my letter to Miss A. and is couched in the fol- 
lowing words. [Here my Jetter to Miss A. of Sept. 26, 1804, 
p. 19. was read, and a statement given of the circumstances which 
gave rise to it ; and reference made to the subsequent corres« 
pondence, and interview between Dr. P. and Miss A.] 

I will candidly acknowledge here, gentlemen, that more con- 
sideration, at the time, would have led me to have pursued a dif- 
ferent course in this business. Instead of forwarding the extract 
from Dr. P's letter to Miss A. I should have written back to Dr^ 
P. and persuaded him to have united with me in consenting to 
her abridgment, and n6t have left it to her to do it. To this 
omission and impropriety, occasioned by that rapidity of action, 
to which I am otten impelled by the variety and multiplicity of 
my engagements, you will attach all merited blame. I am con- 
scious that I did not intend the slightest injury, either to the 
rights or feelings of Miss A. I would observe, that I never had 
myself the smallest objection to Miss A's abridging her history, 
that I merely, agreeably to my engagement, transmitted to Miss 
A. Dr. P's opinion; that I should with great cordiality have pat- 
ronized her work, as .1 had ever done her former ones, had she 
and her friends permitted me to do it. These, gentlemeny are 
truths. All the blame, which can justly attach to me in this part 
of the business, is simply the omission and impropriety I have 
stated. As to Dr. P. his letter and subsequent verbal explana- 
tion, will have the weight they ought to have in atoning for his 
offence. [Here was read, Dr. Parish's Letter, of April 20, 
1809, p. 87.] 

6ut there << was an Bitempt afterward to execute this threat" 
which was prevented only by " the influence of Miss A's friends." 

Let it here be remembered, that no engagement on our parti 
Bot to publish another edition of our work, is even pretended to 
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liave been made. What is meant bj our '^ (Apparent intmtiQns*^ 
not to do it^ I know not. I certainly indicated no sucli intention 
in any way; for I have neither written nor spoken to Miss A* 
since my letter, which is before you. Dr. P. has no recollection 
of having given any ground for the observation in his interview. 
It is not given in his Itetter, nor has it been in any other way, to 
his knowledge. Had we, therefore, proceeded with our new 
edition at Salem, we should have violated no engagement, with 
Miss A. nor infringed her rights. We should have only executed 
our original plan, as exhibited in our proposals, months before 
our first editibn was published. [The printed Proposals were her6 
exhibited.] 

, But it is important here to recur to dates and circumstances. 
The preparation to execute our ^^ ihreaty^^ (as Mr. H. styles it) 
was made late in the fall of 1805, more than, a year after the first 
was published, and subsequent to the publication of Miss A's 
abridgment. Six months before this, the ground of violent op* 
position to our History of New-England, apd to one of its authors^ 
had been taken» and the scandalous reports, mentioned, were in 
circulation. The not less scandalous revtew in the Anthology 
also war published. The abridgment of my Oec^aphy was 
moreo^r excluded from the public schools in Boston. All these 
things were done, not by Miss A. but by those who called them- 
selves her friends; less, it is believed, to benefit her, than to in* 
jure me. Instead of complaining to me of the supposed wrongs 
I had done her, and thus giving me an opportunity to explain my 
conduct, and to satisfy her, which as a friend (as I had ever been 
to her,) and as a Christian, she ought to have done. Miss A. com- 
plained first to diose, who, I fear, felt an interest, at this time, to 
lessen my influence. She sought redress, not from me^ who she 
supposed had done her the wrong, but fit>m those^ who, without 
any investigation into the state of facts, or asking any explana- 
tion of me, or attempting to persuade me to make her satisfacf ion, 
for the supposed injuries she had received, have circulated and 
published to the world, the grossest falsehoods, and misrepresent 
tations, concerning me. 

And here, gentiemen, you have the secret of the whole busi- 
ness. It is impossible that men of discernment can find in the 
charges brought against me in this affair, aii adequate foundation 
for such treatment as I have received. The truth is, gentlemen, 
Miss A. and hex^complaints, against me ; her sex, her merits, hei^ 
bodily infirmities, her poverty, her aged parents, &c. all together, 
furnished to my ingenious adversaries, an admirable weapon with 
which they might wound me. They seized it with avidity, and 
have used it with their utmost skill. She has yielded herself, and 
her Mcusations against me, to be managed wholly by Mr. H. and 
his coadjutors, behind the curtain; and herein I think she has 
erred. But I impute it to weakness in her, and in no degree to 
.uaworthsr motives* A part of the plan has been to magnify her 
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supposed wrongs, to increase her prejudices against me, to exalt 
themselves in her estimation, and to prevent any reconciliation 
batween us. Witness the effect produced by the friendly visit 
of Mr. E. [S^e Mr. HiGOiNSoir's Letter to Judge Davis and Mr. 
Chaknino, Feb. d« 1809, in its place.] 

In tl^is state of things, Miss A. surely could have no claims on 
our generosity. And she certainly had no just or legol right to 
object to our making the most advantage of our own property, 
which^ it is admitted, was honourably acquired. She bad ]>er- 
mitted her cause to be managed by other persons, our adversaries, 
who had so managed it, as to render it necessary for us to con- 
tend for our own rights. It was in this state of things^ gentle- 
men, that we contemplated a new edition of our work at Salem, 
which excited such surprise in Miss A'a mind^ and so much 
warmth of resentment in that of Mr. H, We were « deterred'* 
from proceeding iti this new edition, not from the influence of 
Miss A's friendsi nor from any consideration of the kind ; but 
iTrom very different causes. We felt that, in the then existing 
circumstances, we had an undoubted right to proceed in our pub- 
lication ; and that neither Miss A. nor her friends, had any just 
grounds of complaint against us for so doing* ** Those who would 
have friends, must show themselves friendly*'— Those wBo lend 
themselves to others, to be used for sinister purposes^ can cer- 
tainly expect no more than justice from those whom they are 
made instrumental of injuring. 

Such, gentlemen^ is our ' vindication against the first charge. 
We proceed to consider the second. [See it stated p. 91.] 

On this charge, I think it needless to say much. 

I penned the offensive paragraph myself. [See p. 71.] What- 
ever impression it may have made on Miss A's mind^ I had not 
the remotest intention to ** slight or injure her reputation, as a 
writer." The idea I meant to convey, and which I believe is 
conveyed, though it m^ht have been done perhaps more correct- 
ly, is, that we had no history of New-England of a sise and price 
adapted to youths and to^ schools. So Judge Davis thought, 
who first suggested the publication ; so Miss A. herself thought, 
else why did she think of an' abridgment of her 8vo. History? 
The change of the word andy for or^ would render the paragraph 
perfectly correct, and probably would have saved the feeKogs 
of Miss A. This unintentional inadvertence I regret, because it 
has been construed into a ** slight and injury" of a ** person, whose 
reputation as a writer I have ever respected^ and whose works 
I have always patronized." I trust, gentlemen, we shall^not be 
made offenders for a word. 

This h our answer to the second charge. 

I ought here to add a few remarks, on the alleged injury which 
our work has occasioned Miss A. in preventing the sale of her 
work. It would be sufficient were we simply to deny the fact, 
and to call on Mr. H. for his proofs. Should he say, that more 
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of her works would have sold, had not our History been publish- 
ed ; we might say in turn^ the reverse is true, for reasons which 
I have already stated^ [p. 68, 72.] Who will .undertake to decide 
this question ? And yet, till it can be decided on some fair princi- 
ples, and a wrong proved ^ no indemnification surely can be ad- 
judged. 

But it should here be remembered, that Mr. H. has a<!mitted 
that we had an undoubted right to publish our work ; that we did 
it with upright and honourable views of promoting the public 
good ; that we had not the most distant design to interfere with 
Miss A's rights or interests ; and of necessary consequence, that 
we honestly and honourably acquired the property we bold in 
this work. Of course, had it even prevented the sale of her work, 
he relinquishes all claims on out justice* After the treatment 
we have received, he surely will not prefer any claims on our 
generosity* 

The oply remaining ground on which Mr. H. can rest a claim 
upon us for compensation to Miss A. is that of an unintentional 
wrong. If any wrong has been done by us to Miss A. in her 
rights or interests, or feelings, it has certainly been unintentional. 
But we contend that no wrong has been done here. She surely 
does not set up a claim to the exclusive privilege of writing the 
History of New-^Ellngland. Nor will she say, that we have unjus- 
tifiably availed ourselves of her labours. We have beeij charged 
with this, it is true, but not by Miss A.^ She has honourably 
acquitted us from this charge. [See her Letter to Dr. Holmes, 
p. 33.] If we have not trespassed on her rights, or her property ; 
if we have uprightly and honourably exercised our own rights 
only, how can we be chargeable with a wrpng ? W^o has a right 
to complain ? ^ 

It is stated by Mr. H, that Miss A's work [her 8vo. Hist.] 
was first '^ published in an imperfect state, not satisfactory to 
her mind.'' And the Reviewers of our History, who are the ad- 
vocates of Miss A« assert, that, *^ considered simply as a History 
of New*England, our Copapendious is Zargfer than Miss A's 
Summary 8vo. History." [See Apth^ vol. ii^ p. 54gJ 

Can Mr. H. with any appearance of justic.e or modesty, call 
upon us, in the manner he h^s done, to give a part of our prop- 
erty to, Mjss A« merely because, in the exercise of our undis- 
puted rights, and with upright and honourable views^ we have 
prepared and published a "hirger," and more complete History 
of New-England than hers ; and offer it to the public at a little 
more than half the price? Do Miss A's sex, and merits, and cir- 
cumstances, (which I trust we regard and appreciate^ as highly 
and justly as Mr. H.)iake away the merit of others, and give 

* As Miss A. had contradicted the story of the MS. I had supposed she meai^t 
to exonerate us from the charge of an improper use of any of her works. Yet it 
seems she has sanctioned a charge of this kind in a note in her Reply to my Appeal^ 
[p. t.3 She has done thUi however, without evideace, And against eTi4euoe. 
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faer a jofit claim to their property ? We are willing and desirou »» 
gentlemen, that Miss A- should enjoy all her rights, all her well 
earned reputation ; all the sympathy, and charity /and kindness^ 
which her sex, and her peculiar circumstances demand ; but let 
it be remembered^ I pray yoUf that we also have rights to be re- 
apected, and a reputation to be defended. We know we have 
not designedly f and we believe we have not mfad, trespassed 
on the rights, or slighted the reputation of Miss A. or impaired 
her interest. Why then, does she permit Mr. H. to attempt to 
deprive us of our acknowledged rights ; to take from us the hon- 
est rewards of industry ; and, what is far more injurious, to blast 
our good name ? 

Such, gentlemen, are the charges brought against me by Mr. 
H. and such is my defence. You will judge whether or not these 
charges amount to an adequate cause for all the obloquy and re- 
proach, which they have been made instrumental of heaping upon 
,ine, for a considerable time past. Are not, I ask, all the transac- 
tions we have been considering, and which have been made the 
foundation of these charges, of a kind, which are occurring every 
dayi in the ordinary intercourses of life^ in which the public take 
po interest, and which the parties themselves forget as soon as pos- 
sible 7"^ Why are such transactions, after a lapse of years, brought 
lip, mutilated, distorted, and associated with the grossest false- 
hoodSf and circulated avowedly to injure my reputation ? Have 
I not reason to conclude, that these are the ostensible causes only, 
of the evils I am made to suffer ; and that the real cause is careful- 
Jy concealed? Why the zeal in Mr. H. to destroy the character 
and influence of a man, which, but a few years ago, he was equally 
zealous to promote ? Are the causes brought into view suflScient 
to account for this change ? And if more important causes ex- 
isted, which would bear to be avowed, is it not probable, from the 
temper he has discovered, that the public, and myself would 
have been made acquainted with them ? Is it then presumption, 
or arrogance, or " art" in me, to declare my belief, that the evils 
I suffer, are the offspring of a spirit of persecution? "ifbis spirit 
shows itself through Mr. H. as its organ. On him I am constrain- 
ed, I confess with no small reluctance, (for I am not blinded, by 
all that has passed, to his many virtues and amiable qualities, 
which, amidst' all his imperfections and blemishes, I can distin- 
guish and esteem) to fix the odium and the guilt, which attaches 
to the persecution, which I am made to suffer. But on thisiopic 
I forbear. Thus much, I have thought it my duty to state. 

You have heard my defence, gentlemen. Tou perceive what 
is the foundation of the charges brought against me ; the evi- 
dence on whjch they rest; their intrinsic weight. You will 
estimate the labour, tfa.e solicitude to myself and family, and 
'the loss of time, and health to which they have subjected 

* Other charges besides tBos^ of Mias A'f are her^ alluded to. 
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me ; and also the injury I have sustained in my property, and 
good name. From this full view of the whole ground of contro- 
^Fersy between Mr. H. and myself, you will judge, gentlemen, 
irlietber these charges are of a nature, and are so well supported 
bjr my accuser, as to justify him in subjecting me to these in- 
juries. If so, you will acquit him. If, on the other hand, you 
sball find his charges of a nature frivolous and improper, and with- 
al unsupported ; and that they have derived all their efficacy to 
injure me, from an ingenious association of them with falsehoods, 
and with facts and circumstances altogether foreign; or from 
their being of a nature too delicate to investigate, and which I 
am forbidden to bring to the light ; if you find this to be the state 
of facts in respect to this controversy, I am persuaded, gentlemen, 
you will declare my innocence and honourable acquittal, and ad- 
judge the reparation due me, from my accuser. Fiat justiiiaf 
mat calum. 

jp. D. Channing^s Remarks^ submUted to the RtfereeSf after 
th€ preceding Argument. 

'Fhe Statement in writing of Dr. Morse, is, I believe^ a cor«: 
rect transcript of what he read before the Referees. 

My Remarks on the Statement are, I presume, in the minds oC 
the Referees, and I wis)i not to recapitulate. . 

I wish only to state^ that, in answer to a question of Dr. Morse, 
<< Why Miss Adams did not object to the publication of the 
Compendious History, before its publication," that Miss Adams 
assures me, that she never heard, directly or indirectly, that the 
work was advertised^ or in the press; or she should have ob- 
jected to it; and that her question to Dr. Morse, whether he 
was willing that she should publish an abridgment of the Summa- 
ry History, ** was not to obtain his consent, but to discover if 
her rights would be at all respected by Dr. Morse and Dr. Par* 
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As to the Statement respecting the conversation in Mr.TvNG's 
office, Mr. Ttng has a perfect recollection of iit ; and of Mr. 
Higoiitson's mentioning his satisfaction at having induced Dr. 
Morse to abandon his intended edition at Salem for the present. 
Mr. TriTG has an impression very strong on his mind, that the 
conversation Dr. Morse alludes to, took place, at another time. 

F. D. CHANNING, to Che Referees. 

Bemarks of Dr. Morse^ on the preceding. 

Miss A. says she *• never heard that our publ'i cation was ad- 
vertised, or in the press," It was advertised, and proposals issued 
and circulated about five months before it was ready for sale ; and 
it was some time after this, that Miss A. spoke to nie. It was not 
my fault that Miss A. did not earlier know of our publication. It 
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U truly •utprising that she should not have seen our proposals, 
which were circulated in tie newspapers, and separately. 

It seems that the question Miss A. put to me, was, by. her own 
■ confession, msidious. She asked it for a purpose, of which I had 
no suspicion at the time, nor till I saw the P««d'°g- . *|,^5* 
Miss A. frankly told me her feelings, at that tme, all the difficul- 
ties which have since grown out of this affair, might have been 
nrevented by a few words of explanation. - , . - 

The conversation in Mr. Tyng's office, I am very confident, is 
as I stated it. I have a perfect recollection of it, and of the cir- 
cumstances, and the very expressions used. 

I had another conversation with Mr. H. afterward, to which 
Mr. T. alludes. [See this conversation stated, p. 64, 65.] 

IIK. HIGOtNSOH TO JUDGE DAVI8, AND BEV. MR, CHANSMf G. 

Boston, Fxb. 3, 1809. 

When I sent jou a Statement of Miss Adams's claims on 
the Rev. Dr. Morse, I sent him a copy, and in his letter of the 
10th of January, he promised to send me his Remarks upon it 
immediately. Not having since heard from him, and finding the 
new Edition ^f his work complained of, is now for sale in this 
town, I have thought best again to call on him, and have written 
Him this day on the subject. I have been the more impelled to 

g' [is by the discovery, that he has employed her friend, Mr. E. of 
.to urge her to the abandonment of her rights, rather than con- 
tend for them with a man, who has so much the power to injure 

her. 

Having teamed from Mr. Tvng, that you have doubts, about 
undertaking t^ decide on this subject,. I beg you, gentlemen, lo 
advise me on this point ; that, if I have no alternative left,- 1 may, 
without delay, appeal to the public, in defence of a much injured 
woman. I am, gentlemen, respectfully, yours, &c. 

S. HIGGINSON, JuN. 
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In explanation of that part of the foregoing letter, which re- 
fers to Mr. E'a visit to Miss A. I publish, in this place, Mr. H's 
letter to me, to which he alludes ; my reply, and a note of Mr. E's 
addressed to me, after his visit tp Miss A. I will only say here, 
that this visit of Mr. E, to Miss A« was altogether an incidental 
matter. Mr. E. happening to call on me, on his way to Dedham, 
and other places, (as he was riding for his health) I requested him, 
should he happen to see Miss A. to ascertain whether she had 
seen and sanctioned the statements of Mr. H. Whether she ap- 
proved his conduct in managing it on her account, as he did ; and 
Tfhat generally was the state of her mind. Nothing like a request 
to " abandon her HghtSy^ was proposed by me to Mr. E. nor 
did he, tp my knowledgei niake to Miss A, an^ such request. 
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The visit, in its design and accomplishment, was, in every point 
of view, perfectly honourable and proper, both on my part, and 
that of Mr, E. The conduct of Mr. H. in complaining of it in so 
serious a manner, excited only the smile of every one, who waa 
made acquainted with it. ^ 

MB. HIOGINSOir TO BB. MOBSE. 
gij* Boston, Feb. 3, 1809. 

Although several weeks have passed, since I forwarded to you 
a copy of the papers I had handed to Judge Davis, respecting 
Miss Avi^Ms^s claims upon you ; and although from your letter of 
the 10th ult. I had a good right to expect to have heard from 
you long before this ; I should not have troubled you, or myself, 
with another address, but for a circumstance which has occurred, 
that so far from being an indication of proper dispositions, on your 
parts appears to me to furnish a new cause of just complaint. 

I allude to the visit of your friend, Mr.E. of B. to Misa A. 
aa h e went from you to Dedham. I have reason to presume 
he went at your instance, and that you selected him as your in« 
struxnent, from a knowledge of the place he held in the esteem 
and confidence of Miss A. I forbear to state in this place, the 
means he used to induce this humble and tender woman to yield, 
what he could not himself deny to be her rights. 1 mention the 
subject, only to convince you, that your arts are known ; and that 
they will be counteracted to the utmost of my power, and this 
helpless woman protected against their mischievous effects. 

I owe it, however, to Mr. £. to declare^ that neither Miss A4 
nor her friends, doubt the purity of his motives, in the advice he 
gave ; as from his known, and peculiar disregard of all pecuniary 
considerations, there can be no doubt, but \hat he would, under 
the same circumstances, refrain from contending for his own 
rights, especially when it would give offence to a man whose 
power to injure, he, (Mr. E-) seems fully aware of. I am sir, &c. 

8. HIGGINSON. 

DB. MOBSE TO MB HI6OIXS0K. 

Feb. 4, 1509. 

P.S. Before I had closed the above letter, yours of yester- 
day was handed me. Neither Mr. E. nor myself, I believe, were 
apprized of your claim to the exclusive privilege of conversing 
with Miss Adams. I presume Mr. E. meant to infringe the rights 
of no person, and made his visit with the best intentions. He 
can, however, answer for himself. As to your iifisinuations re- 
specting myself, they deserve and receive from me nothing but the 
smile of contempt. ^ j MORSE. 
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MB. B's note to dr. HOBSE."^ 

jReir. and Dear Sir, 

I was happj to find Miss Adams in usual health, f hougk 
her mind was much exercised upon the subject of difficulties. 
She appears most earnestly desirous that the matter may be 
amicably and happily settled, with the least possible noise. She 
considers Mr. H. as acting for her from motive's pure and disin- 
terested ; and has committed the aiSair to Mr. H. and cannot 
withdraw it. The papers, of which Mr. H. gave you copies, she 
considers correct^ according to the best of her recollection. 

The reader will please here to notice, the willingness and desire 
manifested by Miss A. herself^ to have' the existing lyfferences 
amicably settled,; but it seems she had put it out of her power 
to do it, having so committed the business to Mr. H* that she 
M could not withdraw it.'' The extreme solicitude and jealousy 
ofMr.H.lest these differences, which his own indiscreet zeal 
had incf'eased, should be amicably adjusted, is here also obvious. 
Of the sort of sympathy ^ benevolence and zeal ofMr. H. in the eause 
he had espoused, the reader will here find a correct specimen. 

JUDQE DAVIS TO MB. HIOGIVSOIT.' 

cf* Boston, April 18, 1109. 

It is understood to be the mutual wish of the Rev. Dr. 
Morse, and Miss H. Adams, represented by you, that Judge 
Dawes, Mr. Dexter, and myself, should arbitrate on the misun* 
derstanding between them. This is an unpleasant office ; but we 
have thought it a duty to undertake an examination of the subject. 
I am requested to inform you, that we shall meet for the pur* 
pose of hearing the parties, at the Exchange Hotel, on Monday, 
the 24th inst. at 4 o'clock, P.M. Tours, respectfully, 

J. DAVIS. 

MB. HIGGIKSON TO JUDGE DAVIS. 

a' BosToir, April 19^ 1809. 

Yours of yesterday* I have received this day, and am 
tnuch gratified to find you gentlemen have agreed to enter upon 
an examination of Miss Adams's claims. It is perhaps needless 
for me to add, that Miss A* and all her friends, will most cheer- 
fully acquiesce in the decision of so respectable a tribunal ; let 
it be as it may. The state of the case has been long since sub- 
mitted to you, at the instance of the Rev'd Dr. Morse ; and 1 
have nothing to add to that Statement, unless any thing stated as 
fact should be denied by Dr. Morse ; or any new fact is alleged 
^ by him> which is thought to have any influence on the merits of 

* Tlus note has oo dste, it must hare been vritten I conclade Bometime i& Jan^ 
oarj 1809. 
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the case. In which ease I should be glad to have it notedi and 
an opportunitj given me to reply. 

JSot wishing to be present myself, I shall take the liberty of 
requesting a friend, probably Mr. F. D. Chakning, to attend in 
my steady at the Exchange Hotel, on Monday, the 24th inst. at 
4 o'clock. 

Dr. Morse has given me notice, that he shall also lay before 
you some other matters* probably in the form of charges against 
me ; having taken the liberty to speak of him, and to him, very 
freely, on certain conduct of his, in various instances, all which I 
liave thonght to be entirely unbecoming the character he ought 
to sustain as a Christian minister. 

I have no objection that the correctness, or opposite, of my in* 
ferences should be tested by the gentlemen who have agreed to 
examine Miss A's Case. Should the subject be broitght forward, 
Mr» C^HAHViiro will be inttructed to hand you the papers on 
ibat subject also. I am, respectfully, yours, 

S. HIGGINSON, JuN. 

DR. MOBSE TO THE BEr£R££S. 

April S8, 1809. 

Gentlemen, 

Mr. Chaniyi^ o informed me yesterday* that Miss 
Adams was making out a statement of her claims (as I under- ^ 
stood) to lay before the Referees. I 'cannot suppose that this 
Btatement can be admitted, after .So full a hearing, especially 
without my knowing what it is, or having an opportunity to an- 
swer. It is a singular mode of conducting a Reference, where 
one party refuses to appear, and afterward sends a written 
statement to the Referees. I cannot for amoment doubt but 
that every thing proper in this business will be done on your 
part, and that I shall be protected against all unfairness on the 
part of Mr. H. Yours, respectfully, 

J.MORSE. 

THE RBFBRBE8 TO THE PARTIES. 

Bo9TOir» AFKI3L 28, ISOa 

in the Reference between Miss H. Adams, represented by 8te* 
pken mgginson, Jwn. Esq* and Rev* Dr. Morse, 

The Referees would express to the parties, that they think it 
inexpedient to receive from them any statements or documents, 
which were not made or produced at the hearing, unless it should 
appear^ that such statements or documents have been previous" 
ly seen by the parties respectively, or their attornies. 

The Referees cannot take upon thepselves the office of recip- 
rocating those communications between the parties. They re^ 
turn to the parties respectively, all papers transmitted to the 
Referees since the hearing ; and they now assign Monday, the 
8th day of May next, at 4 o'clock, P.M. (at the Exchange Hotels) 
for zfinai hearing, on the matter submitted to them. 

14 
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If the parties should choose to submit any additional dooir- 
inents to the Referees, or to make their respective comrnenta in 
writings instead of having another hearings the Referees ha^e 
no objection ; and, indeed, would prefer that mode of procedure ^ 
but all papers must be transmitted hy mutual consentfor evi- 
dence must accompany them, that they have been reciprocal- 
ly communicated ; and this evidence should be a certificate made 
by one party, on any paper intended to be transmitted by the 
other party. 

If the parties dect to conduct the business in this mode, it is 
expected, that they transmit all further communications they may 
wish to makei on or before the said 8 th day of Nay. 

THOMAS DAWES, by order of the Referees. 
Rbv. Jedidiah Mobse, d.d. 

P.S. Correspondent notice is given to Mr. Higgiitsok, and all 

S»apers received from him, since the hearing, have been returned 
o him. 

A»axL 29, 1809. 
OB. MOSSB TO THB BETBBBBS. 

Oentlemenf 

Yesterday I received, with much satisfaction, notice of your 
determination not to receive frqm the parties in the reference of 
Miss A's case, ^^any statements, orMocuraents, which were not 
made, or produced at the hearing ; unless it should appear^ that 
auch statements or documents have beep previously seen by the 
parties respectively, or their attorni^s.'' 

The document I enclosed, mas produce^ at the reference 
though the whole of it was not read* I have tri^nscribed the 
parts which were ready in the hearing pf Mr. CpAirff|N(3^, who had 
appeared to reply, and now enclose it. I have no wish my- 
self to exhibit any thing more to the Referees, in this case, than 
what was exhibited at the reference. Nor am I linwillnig to 
meet any new facts, charges or evidence, which Miss Adamb, or 
Mr. H. for her, have to exhibit in the case ; though I thin^ it 
rather uncivil, both to the Referees and myself, (after all the 
complaiqt he has made against me for delaying the reference, 
and refusing to be presentt) to request to be heard further, under 
existing circumstances. Tet if Mr. H. feels embarrassed by the 
manner in which he has managed the cause of his client, andyoa 
think, gentlemen, that he will have the slightest ground to com- 
plain of me^ as taking any advantage of him, or his client, in this 
reference, I entreat you to manage it, so as to remove this 
ground^ As I never have designedly given him any cause to 
complain of me, I certainly would not dp it in this case. 

If, consistently with the above observiations, gentlemen, you can 
proceed with the ^^ statements and documents, made atid pro- 
duced at the hearings* before you, to make up your judgment on 
the case submitted to your decisien, I am perfectly willing you 
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iftlioiild proceed in doing if, withoat further delay. A copj of 
Alr^ H's note to you, of this morning, which is before me, from 
biixi, informs me that he also consents ; so that, uiiless we hdar 
again from you^ nothing further is to be expected from either of 
the parties. Very respectfully, Yours, &c. 

, J.MORSE. 

JUDGB HAYIS to DB. morse. 

■ 

Boston, May 2, 1809. 

bear Sir, 

1 delivered your letter to Judge Dawes ; your assurance that 
a copy has been sent to Mr. Hw or his attorney, is sufficient. As 
to the enclosed document^ which I returned to you, it appears to^ 
us, that the letter, and spirit of our rules of proceeding, as com* 
mnnicated, require that it should be delivered to Mr. Hi or his 
attorney ; or that a copy of it ejiould be thus sent ; I^ perceive 
the distinctions suggesled in. your letter, on whifch you consider it 
excepted. Many things might be suggested to impair the force 
of this distinction, but it would be an unprofitable use of time, to 
spend it in such a discussion ; and if there is a doubt^ it certainly 
is best, to prevent all suspicion, or complaint, that it should he 
comikiunicated to the other party. The Referees have no dispo*- 
sitioD to preclude, or ^mbarrasd, unnecessarily, the presenting of 
additional communications or documents ; but they are solici- 
tous that the rules prescribed, be strictly pursued* 'This 
Beems essential to a satisfactory result. I shall be out of town 
for several days, but expect to be at home before Monday next* 
I wished to express these ideas, because, from very pressing en- 
gagements yesterday, I could not give that attention to what 
you seemed to wish to suggest, which you might have desired. 

Tours, respectfully^ &c. 

JOHN DAVIS. 

Such was the voluminous mass of documents laid before the 
Referei^s. Such the ^* mountain created out of a moh hilW 
In view of it, we may well exclaim, in the pertinent language 
of an Apostle, St. James, lii. 5. '* Even so the tonous fe a 
little 7nemher^ and boaiteth great things. Behold how orba'P 

A MATTER CL LITTLE FIRE kindleOl*^* 

in these documents, the public have the whole of the evidence 
in the case, which was before the Referees ; and they can, and I 
trust will, judge/or themselves^ as to the nature and foundation of 
Miss A's claims on Dr. P. and myself. 

On the nth of May, 1809, the Referees delivered to the par- 
ties the following Opinion, or, as it has since been named. Award, ' 
on the points in controversy, which were submitted to their de- 
cision. 
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tRB onstov m aitabd ot tae liMhMStts. 

We are requested to give un opinion on the merils of a control 
treraj between Miis Haknar Adamb and the Rev^ Doctors 
MoEBB & Parish* 

Miss Hannah Adams is the Complainant; she alleges an 
interference with two of her publications, the Summary Historjr 
of New-England^ and an abridgment of that History, by the Com- 
pendious History of New-ESngland, which the Rev. Gentlemen 
above mentioned have published in two editions^ 

Misii Adams is represented in this submission by StkfbmH 
HioorNsoN, Jun. Esq* and it was stated by the Rev. Doct. 
Morse, at the hearing before us, that be had authority to include 
the Rev. Doctl Parish^ 

After full deliberation on the Evidence and Observations pre^ 
sented ta us by the parties respectively, it is our opinion, that 
Dr. Mt>RSB, and Dr. Parish, in making the publication com- 

filained of, have not violated any righii wkidi any J%idieaioryg 
egal or efieilablef is competent to ev^orco. We are however of 
opinion, that Miss Adaa^s, by her pre-occupatioR of the subject, 
and her assiduous and useful labours in the management of it, 
was entitled to attention , and respect from gentlemen contem*- 
plating a publication of like import, embrackig the same period of 
time, and which, unless obviously defective^ must necessarily ex« 
hibit strong features of resemblance to Miss AdAms'b work* 
The peculiar circumstances of that Lady,- were also to be regard-^ 
ed, and would seem to require particular tenderness and attentbo, 
in any procedure which might tend to diminish the profits of her 
literary labours^ 

From a due estimation of these considerations, there should^ as 
we conceive, have resulted a conviction^ that some amicable over- 
tures were due to Miss Adams, for satisfying her undefined 
claims, before a publication should be made so similar to he^er^ 
formance, and so Ukely to interfere with her reasonable expec^ta-^ 
tbns. 

The obligations resulting from views of this description^ are 
still in foree,, and should, in our opinion, restrain Dr^ MoRsfi and 
Dr. Parish from bringing their ** Compendious History" . into 
competition with Miss Adams's '< Summary'* and Abridgment 
above mentioned, without previous reasonable offers of e^ompro- 
miscwith her. 

We have do€ suflScient information of facts to enable' us ict 
say what obgbt io be the terms of such compromise. The 
undefined n^^ture of (he claims which we have suggested, may 
produce honeust diversity of sentiiOient, and should prompt to 
a candid judgment on the subject. The transaction, like many 
other moral cotH:ernSr may take its true character from circum- 
stances, views, and motives, not appesaring in evidence, and which 
may scarcely admit of a distinct exbiibition. 
^ We would add, that we have not Eieen sufBcietit in this transact 
tioDy to require the severity of censure, that has occasionally been 



^ ..^B*^ iM^ ^r^ 



105 

Applied. We can perceiiref anddalj estimatfe^ the generous sym- 
path jr, which might have prompted to harsh expressions ; but their 
irritating tendency must be admitted, and they may hare impeded 
a friendly and, satisfactory accommodation between the parties. 

Bos X o N, llth Mar» 1809. 

THOMAS DAWES- , 
JOHN DAVIS. 
SAMUEL DEXTER. 

x 

tn consequence of the ambiguity in the language of this Award, 
and the difficulty I found in ascertaining its precise meaningf 
and what it required of Dr. P. and myself, I was led to consult, 
as I had the opportunity at the general Election which followed 
soon after, a pretty large number of eminent and discerning gen- 
tlemen^ judges, lawyers, and clergy $ of my acquaintance, who 
called on me, some of them from distant States. One gentleman, 
whom I consulted immediately on receiving the award, an able 
Counsellor at lawj who now fills a high office in the national gov- 
ernmtent, after reading it attentively and repeatedly, observed 
with a smile, '< this awdtd would d6 honour to the pen of Tally' 
rand»^* Not a single individual whom I consulted, or have since 
consnlfedj oneexcepted^ (and this wduldhardly be considered as an 
exception, were all the circumstanees known^) was, or has been of 
the opinion, that it awarded any pectmiarj^ compensation to Miss 
A* The only clause which seemed to lay Dr. P. and myself, un- 
der any obligations whatever tii Miss Ai is the following. 

'< The obligations resulting from views of this description, are 
still in force, and should, in our opinion, restrain Dr. Morse and( 
Dr. Parish from bringing their '' Compendious History'' fnto' 
competition with Miss ApAMs's ^^ Summary" and Abridgment 
above meqtionedy without previous reasonable offers of compro- 
iriise^tf^ with her;'' t«e.as I understand the Referees to mean, we 
werelp continue the sale of our History,- till we had mfade Miss Ai 
^< reasonable offers of compromise," or till we should see Miss A. 
ti hav6 an explanatory conversation with her on the difficul- 
es, and misunderstanding, which onfaappily existed between 
us ; make *< nnitual concessions"^ Xo each other, and *^ agree,'' as 
to the course to be pursued in regard to the present and fu-^ 
ture editions of our respective works^ that toere might bd 
no faiterference with each other,, no jealousies. So I under* 
stood the Award, after all the aid I could derive frdin dictiona- 
ries, and the ablest living commentators, whom I had opportunity 
to consults Accordingly with these vbws, and with a sincere and 
upright desire to comply honourably and strictly with the fore- 
gCHUg requisition of the Referees, otf the2d of June^ 1809^ (twen- 
ty days after receiving the Award,) I requested Mr«Ei.f a very 

* See JohDMii'i de&mtiom of the -word ** eompromii^" 

1 1 lappreit his name and office \j hb pai^ttl«r desire. They im be known to 
<D7 person-, who wiihei the iitfbnnstioir. 
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worthy and reapectable friend of both partiesi and a yer j partic* 
ular friend of Miss A. who accidentallj called at mj houaey and 
expressed his Intentionto call on his friend. Miss AoAMSt to saj^ 
to tier from me, that I wished to meet her in company with sL oiu- 
tual friend, and amicably to compromise our differences, as 
recommended in the Award. Mr. £• accordingly delivered per^ 
flonally my message to Miss A* the day above mentioned, and 
brooehtme back for answer, 'that she declined the proposed iti'- 
ierview. On my expressing much surprise at such an answer from 
Miss A» Mr. E. in the goodness of his heart, concerned leat be 
had not said enough to Miss A. or that she might not have 
correctly understood my message, delayed, on this account only, 
to return home that day ; and the day after called a second time 
on Miss A. and not finding her at homey left for her the following 
note. 

MB. X. TO MISS ADAMS. 

Boston, Juvs 5, 1809. 

Dear Sister, 

I regret that any thing you said to me yesterday, 
has given you a moment's uneasiness ; and I still more regret 
your absence this morning. I saw Dr. Morse yesterday. He 
appeared disposed to comply with the result of the Referees, as 
he understands it. He does n(5t consider any pecuniary^ compen* 
sation recommended. He wished When I saw you, and still wisfaeSf 
for a friendly conference with you alone, or in company with some 
friend to both parties, in order to make the ^< compromise'' recom- 
mended by the Referees. It will a^rd me much satisfaction, if I 
can give you any assistance in this matter, that has been so painful 
to me, as well as to you. Tou(s, most cordially, 

E. 

V Miss A. treated this note» and the <^ offers of compr{|mse," 

% >^ which it contained, with total n^lect. She neither wrote nor 
sent any verbal message to me» in reply to it. Nor has she'f ince 
taken any notice of my messagei or Mr. E's. friendly note to her, 
except in the following passage in a letter to me^of Dec. 4th, 
1812, three years and an half after. " The only offer of a com- 
promise you made me, was an interview with yourself, and Mr. 
E."^ which being made in the absence of my highly esteemed 
friend, Mr. HiOGtNsoN) and the late excellent Mr. Channino, 
who managed the business for me with the Refereest I thought 
and still think, I ought not to have accepted it.'' [The reader 
will here turn to the above letter, in its place, and read the three 
sentences which follow the one quoted.] 

Without stopping to remark, as I . iHight, on the unbecoming 
manner in which Miss A* treated the friendly ** offers of compro- 
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not Mr. £. particttlyirljK^ thopgh no <me «oald baTo done better. 
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luisuig" this business, tendered her by Mr. E. in my behalf, and 
on her unsatisfactory and singular reasons, for this treatment, as- 
sigtied more than three years after, and which must be obvious to 
every reader, I would observe, and at the Same time would re- 
quest that the observation may be particularly noted, as a very 
important one in this controversy, that I considered at the 
iifne, and have ever since considered^ that the ** offers of com," 
promise''^ above stated^ made by Mr. £. to Miss A. by my <!e- 
sire, and in my behalf y and which Miss A* thought fit to treat 
tvith neglect, were on my part an honottrabUyfully and complete 
Julfilment of the requisitions of the Award ; and that Dr. P. 
and myself were in this manneY exonerated from every obliga* 
tt6n to Miss A. in regard to her Histories of New^England^ eX" 
cept ^hat every other individtutl in the community is under to 
her* 

Such was, and has been uniformly my own opinion on this sub- 
ject ; and I have been confirmed in its correctness, by a similar 
opinion explicitly given, (several in writing as will be seen,) of 
more th^njifty gentlemen, a large portion of whom rai^k among 
the ablest jurists, and first divines in our country. 

Here then let it be understood, that I considered at the time, 
auid have ever since considered, all Miss A's ** claims'' upon Dr. 
P. and myself, founded on our alleged interference with her His- 
tories, and all her complaints laid before the Referees on this sub-> 
ject, as seitl6d and terminated, and this too, in ex^act confoxtnity 
to their Award. All that I have since done, in regard to this al- 
fair, has been gratuitous on my part, and has been occasioned by 
a contrary opinion, obstinately insisted on, and maintained by 
Miss A* and her supporters ; and done in counteraction of that 
opinion. For the reader should here be informed, that since the 
MS. story, and other falsehoods and misrepresentations, were 
wrested from my adversaries, the opinion alluaed to has been very 
induBtffiously used in their place, to assail and defame my char^ 
acter. But to return to the history of the Award. 

Being solicitous to understand^ in order that I mighfr honour- 
ably comply with the Award, I sent a copy of it a day or two af- 
ter it was received, to a very discerning and judicious friend of 
mine, conversant in business of this kind, requesting his opinion of 
it. His answer follows. 



Dear Sir Philadelphia, Julv S. It09. 

#j^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
^ *1F Tp TT TF ^ 

With respect to the award, I declare it is a right nice thing, 
and evidently the result of prudent circumspection. The cir- 
cumstaoces of the case, which influenced, th^ decision, are deli- 
cately alluded to, and the whole business is so exactly balanced, 
that it made me think of Ring James's declaration in a case which 
came before him^ ** Troth, the men are baith in the right on't." 
It seems to be explicitly enough declared, that you and Dr. 
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Parish have done Mis& Adams no injustice; jou have not vio- 
feted AKT tighi whieh aky judkcLiorjff legal or fi€ti7KTABc«ss, £b 
competent to enforce. In this Tiew of the subject, it is not surpris- 
ing tnat her clc^ims are undefined ; for, from the terms used, tliere 
seems to be no coifse of action^ even inforo conscientia. A.nd 
reaUjr, I cannot see that you were under any obligations to ask Bf i»s 
Adams's permissionto write and publish the History of New-EIng- 
land. If hers were as good or better than yours, it would receive 
the patronage of the public, and you would suffer for your temer- 
ity in publishing another^* Were yours the best, the frienids of 
wioace ought to encourage the sale of it, with a view to the pub- 
lic good. Upon any pther principle, any active book nciaker 
might prevent other publications than his own, (however good 
they might be) upon any subject;, and obtain a kind of excluaive 
privilegCf merely by pre'^Kcupj/infg the subject. What then 
would become of improvement in science ? Miss Adams appears 
to me to be precisely in the sao^e situation with all other authors^ 
in respect to the principU^ If you view her in forma pau-' 
peris^ this circumstance will alter tilie case; and I presume 
that neither yourself nor Dr, Pai^ibh would refuse to any perseo 
in such a situation, the assistance which both the dictates of hu- 
manity, and the laws of Christian charity re<]^uire. But this puts 
S^e thing on a different footing*^ Her necessities and your ability 
ould accur|itely define her claimy and she could have no right 
to expect a compromises Yet a ^^ compromise" ia mentioned, 
and the obligations to it are represented^ as being still in Cbrce. 
Miss Adams then does not appear in forma pauperist but as hav 
jng a legal or equitable claim ; but this the Referees, abandoned 
in limine. Bow then shall the nature either of her claink or thie 
compromise be ascertained T . 

^F ^F W ^F ^^ ^F tF 

I do not see that you are accused of any thing but not ^vmg 
Miss A. a compensation for the cheqk given to the . sale of her 
book, by the publication of yours, which it is not clear to me that 
she had any chiim upon you for. Were I a party in this cause, 
I should be better, satisfied with that part of the awards than with 
the remainder, if applied to me ; as improper << severity of censare^^ 
and *^ harsh expressions of an irritating tendeney '' cannot be sat- 
isfactorily accounted for ; and the Referees appear to think that 
in this case they were not justisfied, even by <^ sympathy •'^ 

For the reasons before stated, by the advice of the legal friends 
whom I consulted, I addressed the following queries to the Refer- 
ees, the day after Mr. £. had called on Miss A. and before I 
knew how she would treat my message sent by him« 






^ qUBBI£S Of DB« BiOBSB TO THE BBHESSKS* 

Charlestowv, Jo KB 4, 1809. 

Gentlemen^ 

I fake the Kberf y respectfnily to ask of yon, an ex- 
planation of the opiidon you have given in the controversy sub- 
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milted to yoUj relating to the Histories of New-EnglaDcl, publish- 
ed by Miss H* Adams, Dr. PAiiisHy and myself. 

Istj What 19 the precise nature of that <^ undefined claim,". 
to satisfy which, we are to make ^< reasonable offers of com- 
promise" with Miss Adams? Is it any other than what is ex- 
pressed in the following terms, namely, attention and respect" 
from us, and ^^ particular tenderness and attention P* If any thing 
more, in what expressions of the Referees is it \o be found? 

Sdly, On what principle is this claim founded ? Is it any other 
than *^ pre-occupancy of the subject?" and <' atoiduous and use- 
ful labours," in the management of her work^ and the ^' peculiar 
circumstances" of Miss Adams? Ho these considerations give 
Miss Adams an exclusive privilege to write the History of New- 
Sngland? Is it the opinion of the Referees, that the first occu- 
pant of a subject, who treats it laboriously, and usefully, by this 
circucnstance acquires the exclusive privilege to write and pub- 
lish on tb^t subject ; so far at least, as that no contemporary au» 
tbor can, in jpropriety, or honour, publish his own researches 
and views on the same subject, without previous ** amicable over- 
tures" shall have been made to the first author? If so, has not 
this principle been hitherto disregarded? Is it reasonable or 
practicable, or vould it be for the benefit of the republic of 
Ietters„to conform to it? 

ddly. As it is the opinion of the Referees, that we have been 
subjected, by ouropponents, to an unjustifiable ^^ severity of cen- 
sure,'^ and to <^ harsh expressions of an irritating tendency, which 
may have impeded a friendly and satisfactory accommodation" 
with Miss Adams ; are we to expect ^ny satisfaction from our 
opponents for these wrongs they have done us ? and if any, 
what? If <^amiqable overtures'' are due to Miss Adams for sat- 
isfying ber ^* undefined claims," which have hitherto been im- 
peded by an unjustifiable and provoking interference, ought we 
not to expect that these impediments should be removed, by 
suitable eopcessione, before ^^ offers of compromise" be made on 
our part ? 

We are truly sorry to trouble the Referees further on this un- 
pleasapt business ; but an answer to the foregoing questions seem- 
ed to us necessary, to enable us to understand what is expected 
from us in order to fulfil their intentions, to which we wish to pay 
a respectful deference. We find also that there is a considera- 
ble diversity of opinion among those, who have read the result, 
as to its true intent and meamng. Yery respecfolly, your obe- 
dient servant, ' 

J. MORSE. 

Hon. Judos Dawvs, ) 

Judob Davis, > Esquires* 

Sa^ujbl DuxTSii, ) 
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Having received no answer fronf Miss A. to Mr. E'snote^aod 
apprehending the course which 'she might pursue, that of sileace 
*and neglect, I added the following. 

June 16, 1809. 

Bj the advice of some judicious friendS|I beg leave to add one 
question to those already proposed to the Referees, viz* If 
** reasonable offers of compromise" shall have been made, on our 
part, and disregarded by her, (Miss Adams^) are we then absolv- 
ed from all further obligations to satisfy her ** undefined claiais ?*' 
If not, what further is expected from us ? 

J. MORSE. 

Answers of ihe Referees to the above Questions, 

Boston, July 3, 1809. 

Reply of the Referees, in the controversy beitween Miss Hav- 
NAH Adams and the Rev. Doctors Morss and Parish, tp the 
inquiries proposed by the Rev. Doctor Morse, in his communi- 
cations of the 4th and 16th of June last. 

To the first Interrogatory ; it cannot be reasonably expected, 
that the precise nature of what we have denominated an unde- 
fined claim, the terms of compromising which, we could not as- 
certain, for want of sufficient information of facts, should be par- 
ticularly specified. While the Referees have expressed a 
conviction, that there was not a violation, in the case of a right, 
which could be judicially enforced, they conceive they have 
sufficiently manifested their opinion that the attentioUf respect, 
and tenderness f considered to be due to Miss Adams, relative to 
her publications, should, in their just operation, have prevented 
the interference complained of, and ought now 1o restrain its con- 
tinuance, unless reasonaJ)Ie offers of compromise should be made, 
and should fail of having their proper effect. Thi^ is so clearly ex- 
pressed, that we consider it only necessary to suggest a renewed ex- 
amination of the report, for an answer to the inquiry on this head. 

To the second Interrogatory ; it was the duty of the Referees 
to expr;ess, with sufficient perspicuity, their opinion on the case 
submitted to their consideration. If they have failed in this, they 
are disposed to give any necessary elucidations, for manifesting, 
more clearly, their iptentions. But they must decline entering 
into a discussion with either of the parties, on the grounds and 
principles of their decision. In addition to what is mentioned in 
their report, it is sufficient to say, generally^ that all the facts and 
circumstances of the case were brought to eimoral testy the law of 
kindness and benevolence. While the Referees decline a minute 
discussion of the grounds of their opinion, it is not from any 
doiibt of their solidity ; nor are they apprehensive that any gen- 
eral principle which they have assumed, is either unreasonable, 
impracticable, or injurious^ in its tendency and opjeration, to the 
«< republic of letters.*' 
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To, the third Interrogatory 5 for any supposed harsh txpreS" 
sions which the Referees had in view, Miss Adapts is in no de- 
gree answerable. The Referees were willing to make the sug- 
gestion referred to, as an apology for past inattention to Miss Ad- 
A^iid s's reasonable claims and expectations; but, in the present 
stage of the affair, we do not conceive that «iich 'claims and ex- 
pectations should be affected by any considerations relative to 
such expressions. In regard to iny persons to' whom the intima- 
tion given in the report may be supposed to apply, the Referees 
liave, perhaps, no right \o express an opinion».in what degree 
they may have erred, or what duty and propriety now require 
from them on this subject. The suggestion was vaguely and in- 
definitely made; because the matter was only collaterally con- 
nected with a subject submitted, and did not form aii essential 
part of the controversy. The Referees certainly did not intend 
to intimate an opinion what satisfaction was, on this account, due 
to I>octors Morse and Parish^ or in what manner it should be 
rendered: much liess did they mean it should be inferred, that 
any apology or exphmation on this bead should be required, as a 
preliminary to any overtures to Miss Adams ; whose claims are, 
in our o,pinion, altogether independent of such considerations. 

Upon a re-examination of the supplementary question in Doc- 
tor Morse's letter of the 16th of June last, we cannot think that 
an answer will be insisted upon ; the amount of that question ,be- 
■ ing only, Whether any thing more can be expected by Miss Ad- 
ams, after all that could be reasonably required should have been 
tendered by Doctors Morse and Parish. 

Our apology for having deferred this reply so long, is the en- 
gagements of the Referees, and the absence of one of them for a 
considerable time since we received the interrogatories. 

THOMAS DAWES. 
' ' JOHN DAVIS. 

SAMUEL DEXTER. 

£[ere I had supposed this most frivolous and vexatious con- 
troversy would have terminated. I thought Ihad done enough 
to satisfy any reasonable minds. Unfortunately, I had not such 
minds to deal with. My health, always slender, and my ordinary 
labours ever as great as my constitution could well endure, 
was, by these long continued, extraordinary and perplexing atten- 
tions, extremely reduced ; so much so, that my recovery became 
doubtful ; and as the only mean, which would be likely, in the 
opinion of my physician, to effect it, a visit to the southern states 
for the succeeding winter, was advised to, and determined on. 
Just on the eve of my departure, in the midst of my preparations 
for 30 long an absence ; in the tender scene of parting with a nu- 
merous and beloved people ; doubtful whether I should ever meet 
them again in this world i when my hands and heart were as full 
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as thej cobld bear, and knwm io be so b^ Miss A • and ber 

frienda, by ier r%^at^$ aftcr)lifc mwAh^ contemptuous neglect o£ 
my/rkurfiy overtureato her, to do the very thing she now re- 
jiueatedi the following letter was addressed to me. 

r. D. ^iA5NnrG, Esq. to ]>B. mobse. 

4. B0STON9OCX. ^yUOS. 

Sin 

As I bave beard iHthin a few dajr^i ^f your intention of 

joarneying fbr your healtht through the winter, I have to request 
on the part of Mks Adabvs, that some adjustmetit may be effect- 
ed, be£>re your departure, of the claims of Miss Adams, on 
yooreelf and Dr« Parish, on account of the interference of your 
Compendioos History of New^England with het Summary and 
Abridgment, &c. In conformity with your wishes, these claims 
have been submitted to the consideration and decision of Judge 
DAVris^ Judge Dawbs, and Mr. DBX'f er. Referees, named, as I 
UBderstaad, wholly by yourself, and in whom the friends of Miss 
Apama plftcod the most im|»Hcit confidence. After a discusBion, 
in which you folly stated your defence, almost without comment or 
remark from me on the part of Miss Adams, these gentlemen made 
their Awards This leaves no room for a question as to the nature 
or extent of yxnir obligations, or of Miss Adams^p claims. It de- 
cides explicitly, that though she has no rights, which can be en- 
forced in a court of law or equity, yet as your w^vkp *' if not ob-. 
viously defective,'' mi^ht diminish the profits of " her literary la- 
bours, she was entitled to amicable overtures before a publica- 
tion likely to interfere with, her reasonable expectations ; that this 
obligation cot^innes, and should resti^inyouf self and Dr. Parish 
from bringing your Compendious History into competition with 
ber Sommaryy and Abridgment; that the past interi(erence was a 
just subject of complaint, and that i^s continuance ought to be 
restrained, except after a refusal of reasonabie.terms." What the 
terms of compromise shall be^ we are left to settle* The Refer- 
ees state, tbait they have not sufficient data to adjust fhem. As 
to the natuce of them, haweter, there could be no doubt, even be- 
fore the explanatory communication of the Referees in reply to 
your interrogatories*. They are to include pecuniary or &oIid 
compensatioB lor the injury Miss ADAMfii has received* and nay 
receive, to be made either by the advance of a certain sum, the 
purchase of her cc^y right* the suppression of your own work, or 
some arrangement, wbich would yield her similar advantages. 
The candour and delicacy manifested by the Referees to your- 
self and Dr. Parmh, do not, however, diminish in the least, the 
force. of their declaration, that Miss Adams is entitled to oveT'^ 
tiirea aadreasosftble offers of compromise, before you proceed in 
the sale oC a work, which, from its resemblance to hers* may di* 
minish the profits of her Mterary labours, and interfere with her 
reasonable ex:(»ectations« And when they refer to a moral test. 
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and to the laws of kindness and bfedeirolencei thej it Ito^t inti- 
mate, that in ford conscierUice ^he is entitled to an Award of com« 
pensation for an injury, which the law of the land cannot redk^ss.^ 
Such an award will with you be more sacred, than the formal de- 
cision of any other tribunal* » : 

I have thus, sir, very frankly slated to you my opinion of Misi^ 
Adamb'Is rights and your duty. In this opinion I am not singufar. 
I have therefore hoped, that you would have proposed to me 
some oiTers of accommodation, and that we should not at this . 
time have been left to discuss the measure of injury, when it is to 
be presumed there could have been no intention of wrong* I have 
been often requested by the friends of Miss Adaris, and at 
length by herself, to desire of you an adjustcnent. Miss Adams, 
with her usual frankness, declares, that she wishes it *'more for 
your sake than her own.'' I have to regret,, that I have been 
compelled to propose a measure, which I had reason to expect 
from you ; and I do it now only from a conviction, that on every 
principl^e a settlement cannot too soon take place* You mut^t be 
sensible with myself, that the friends of Miss Adams universally^ 
hold, that according to the Awalrd, it has become your duty to 
propose to her reasonable terms of compromiae* When, faowey^ 
er, it is requested on her part, yon will excuse the suggestion 
that those who at the least are not partial, to you, will not put a 
favourable construction on a longer omission to comply with what 
they conceive the letter and spirit of the Award. 

You vrilt believe me, when 1 assure yoU) that I ardently wi«h a 
conc}ustdn of this affair. I engaged in it without prejudice, and I 
hope with pure motives. I have pursued it thua far from a sense 
of duty. And I how write you, with confidence» that our discus- 
sion on the subject will be soon closed by a ju^ and final arrange- 
ment. "With respect, your humble servant^ 
f F. D. CHANNING. 

IIB. MOBSfi's ANSWE& TO T. 0. GHAXKIKG, £8%. 

GHARLfi:sTOWM» Nov. 6, 1809. 

Sir^ 

1 received yours of the 30th ult. after my return from An- 
dover. In reply, I have to say, that as the Referees considered 
Mr. Hcooinson's '^ harsh and irritating" language and conduct, 
as having <* impeded a friendly and satisfactory accommodation'' 
of the differences which existed between Miss A. and Dr. P« 
and myaeff, on the subject of our Bistories of New-£n^land ; and 
adjudged,, that previously to our *< bringing into competition'' 
our History withr hers, ^* reasonable ojfer^ of compromise shouM 
be made to fter," for the alleged defect, on ^r part, of " Men- 
tiany respect, and tenderness*^ toward her. I accordingly, in stlrict 
and formal compliance with the Award, as I understood it, and as 
niy legal and other friends understood H, made her these '^^^rea*' 
sonabfe offer § of compromitle," through the medium of Mr. 
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E. a mutual friend to the parties^ on the 3d of June ladt, imme- 
diately after receiving the Award. She has seen fit to treat Ih^e 
" reasonable offers" with entire neglect. In my own view, thcre- 
forcy and in the opinion of my most judicious friends, the Award 
has been honourably and satisfactorily regarded on my part.^ 
. You must allow me, sir, utterly to disclaim all right of in- 
terference in this business, on the part of Mr. H. or his at- 
torney, as contrary both to the letter and spirit of the Award, 
and to the subsequent explanation by the Referees. It is ab- 
surd to suppose that the Referees could have recommended that 
** offers of compromise" with Miss A. should be made by me 
through the medium of a man, who, by his past provoking con- 
duct, had, in the opinion of the Referees, prevented the very com- 
promise which they recommended. I should, therefore, have 
been justified, in treating your letter with silent neglect, as an 
officious interference in a matter, in which your client had no con- 
cern. But I was willing, though contrary to the advice of some 
of my friends, to treat yoUf sir, with the civility (though the tenor 
of your note does not seem to demand it,) to state to you the 
above facts and observations ; in expectation, however, that this 
shall for ever terminate our correspondence on this subject. 

I will add, that as this subject has been brought by the Refer- 
ees to a^' moral test," I am of course left to decide for myself ac- 
cording to the dictates of my conscience, whether or not I have in 
thb case transgressed ^^ the law of kindness and benevolence*'' Of 
such transgression I am not conscious ; except in two cases where 
reparation was made immediately on my being made acquainted 
with the offence. The cases to which I allude were mentioned in 
my plea before the Referees, and are the offensive sentence in the 
Preface of the Compendious History, and my letter to Miss A. 
in which I relate Dr. P's opinion. For these offences, if they 
can- admit of the epithet, ample atonement has been made Miss 
A. and in these 'you have what I consider the whole amount of the 
injury I have ever done Miss A. in her character or property. 
^^ I have thus, air, very frankly, stated to you my opinion of Miss 
A's rights and your dutv*' as Mr. H'b attprney. 

Why the singular overture, contained in your letter, should, at 
ike request of Mr. H. Miss A. and others, their and your friendSf 
'^ who at the least are not partial to me," be made, after five 
months profound silence on the part of Miss A. subsequent to her 
receiving in writing my formal " offer of a compromise," as stated 
in the Award, and this too, just on the eve of my departure on a 
journey for the recovery of my health, when it could not but have 
occurred, that I must be engaged in making arrangements for my 
journey to the full e^stent of my little remaining strength^ is not 
difficult for me and my friends to Conjecture, who are acquaint- 
ed #itb the bitter, unrelenting, persecuting spirit, with which the 
controversy between Mr. H. and myself has been conducted on 
his fart. Such conduct in him, after what has. passed, can ex- 
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cite Id me no surprise. I trust> however, that I feet toward him, 
as a Christian minister ought to feel toward a furious and relent^ 
less persecutor, and as such pray for him. 

As I have never willingly given Miss A. any pain, and still 
wish she may not suffer on my account, and as, by your repre- 
sentation, she seems to be burdened with concern for my repii- 
tatioDf you will please to request her from me, to give herself no 
further solicitude on this subject* Her anxiety, if it gives her 
paiD, after what has passed, can dome no possible good. You 
will please to consider this as closing '^our discussion of this sub- 
ject," and my "final arrangement" respecting it. With due es- 
teem, your obedient servant. 

J. MORSE. 

P. S- The other subjects in controversy, left for reference, 
must of necessity be left till my rectum. I have neither health 
nor time to attend to business of so unpleasant a nature. 

■ 

In this gtate.the controversy rested, during my absence of 
about six months; and* indeed, till early in the year 1812; 
except that the old " MS. story,'' and that of the *^ threatenii^ 
letter,'' and the new complaint of our dishonourable non-com- 
pliance with the Award of the Referees, ^re privately circulated^ 
sometimes with less, at other times wittftaore, vigour and indus- 
try, as was foudd convenient and necessary to effect certain party 
purposes. 

At the time above mentioned, (Feb. 1812.) an occurrence 
took place in the Legislature of this Commonwealth,' which 
revived this controversy in a form more serious and injurious 
to me, than it bid ever before appeared. A bill was now pend- 
ing before the House of Representatives for incorporating " the 
American Board of Commissioners for foreign Missions,** 
in which was my name, as one of that Board. In a debate on this 
bill, Edmund Dwight, Esq. a member from Springfield, opposed 
its passage, for the following, among other reasons, viz. ^* That 
there was one person named in that Bill, in whose character 
he. had not a perfect confidence." These are the expressions 
used, as Mr. D. admits. Others, very respectable and credible 
witnesses, who were present, recollect them differently, and 
say, that to their minds, was conveyed by Mr. D. an.mjplicif, 
and unqualified impeachment of the integrity of the person 
alluded to ; and that such, in their belief, was the impression 
left on the minds of the members of the House, and of the spec- 
tators. The bill was lost, and its failure was ascribed, at the 
time, to the part taken by Mr. D. in this business. Five gen- 
tlemen i^ere named in the bill ; and as no name was mention- 
ed by Mr. D. the high charge, he had thus publickly made, rest- 
ed on the whole body. Accordingly the suspicions of individ- 
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uafs, variouBly prejudiced^ fixed the stigmay in furn^ on everjr one 
of the five persons named in the bill. AH were led of course to 
inquire, who was intended, and to exonerate themselves. Know- 
ing as I did, Mr. D's connections and .acquaintances in Boston, 
how strong their prejudices ran against me, generated by this 
affair of Miss Adams, and other things equally frivolous ; and that 
Mr. D. had in all probability imbibed a portion of this prejudice, 
I thought it not unlikely, that I was the pers6n to whom he allud- 
ed. Accordingly, in a subsequent interview with him on the 
subject, he frankly acknowledged, that I was the person to whom 
he had reference. I. asked him, whether, by the expression he 
used, he meant to impeach my integrity. He said he did* Thisi 
I repliedf is a very serious charge^ Mr. D. — Pray on what foun- 
dation do you rest it ? He referred me generally to certain re- 
Jwrts prevalent in this region, particularly in the circle of his 
riends, on the truth of which, he said, considering the respecta- 
bility of the characters from whom he received them, he must 
rely ; but he rested his charge more especially, and principally^ 
as I understood him^ on my injustice toward Miss H. Adams. 
I told him, I was well acquainted with the reports which he raeii- 
tioned, and that I knew also, they were all without any substantial 
foundation ; and added, that if he would call on me for a few hours, 
I would undertake to cpnvince him of the truth of what I then 
stated. He replied, that if he could be satisfied, that he had been 
misinformed, and in consequence had done me injustice, he wohU 
make me amends in as public and extensive a manner, as Ju 
had done me the injury* 

This interview took place, in one of the Committee rooms, at 
the state house, early in JunCf 1812. With the frankness and can- 
dour of Mr. D. manifested at this interview, I was pleased. I 
considered who were his Boston connections, and made the due 
allowances for him'; and hoped, that in the state of mind in which 
I then found him, he would be open to conviction, in regard to 
his error^ and the injury he had done me $ and that he would 
promptly do what a Christian and a gentleman ought to do in like 
circumstances. I have to regret that this hope has been disap- 
pointed. Having stated these facts^ I leave the public, and Mr. 
I) WIGHT to make their own reflections, and to form their own 
judgment on the correctness of this conduct. 

In October of this year, (1812,) I heard for the first time of Miss 
A's letter to Mr. Shaw, of which a particular account has been 
^iven [p. 22, 27, to 29.] This circumstance gave rise to the 
following correspondence. With a view to obtain this letter, or 
a knowledge of its contents, I addressed a letter to Rev. Mr. 
Bates, which he communicated to Miss A. to which she made 
to him the following reply. 
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Extract of a letter from Miss H. Adams, to the Rev. 

Mr* Bates. 

, Mbdfi&lp, Oct. 30» 1818. 

Assure Dr. M. that the statement I have of the difficultiea be- 
tween us# was written prior to the Award of the Refereeur^ and is 
essentially, the same that was inspected by him, and by them. * 
I have, since the decision, avoided showing it, and conversing upon 
the subject. For the sam^reason, I should decline all communi- 
cation upon the subject wilh Dr. M. except as far as relates, to 
the Award of the Referees. I am willing to receive any written 
communication, with reference to their Award. A discussion of 
the subject in any other point of view, cannot answer any valua- 
ble purpose. 

SB. BiOBSE TO MISS ADAMS. ^ 

Chaslestowh, Nov. 18, \%%S^ 

Madam, 

Mr. Batks lias shown me your letter to him of Oct. 30th, written 
in consequence of one I wrote him, a short time before, on the 
subject of your statement, &c. You mention your willingness to 
receive from me ^^ any written communication on the subject of 
the Award of ^Jie Referees." Mr. Bates verbally stated also, 
that you were willing to have an interview with me, on the sub- 
ject, in his presence* This is what I sought more than two years 
ago, through Mr. E. but which you then declined. I should, on 
many accounts, prefer this course, to that of writing. Avast 
deal too much time has already been spent in written, controversy 
on a subject, which one hour*8 conversation, or even less, at 
its commencement, would have ahiicably settled. Your friend. 
Rev. Dr. Prentiss, whom I saw yesterday, advises to this 
course, as by far the best to close this unhappy controversy* 
Had such s^i interview taken place eight years ago, when the 
seeds of dissatisfaction first entered your mind, much evil and 
trouble to us, and to others, might, and no doubt would, have been 
prevented. Such an interview, conducted, as I trust it will be, 
with a Christian temper on both sides, I have strong confidence* 
will even now, notwithstanding all the prejudices which time and 
circumstances have generated, amicably terminate on proper 
•grounds all existing differences between us. This interview 
shall be at a time and place most agreeable to you. I wish it 
may be as early as can be made convenient. If you wish to have 
any others present, I have no objection, provided they are not 
particularly interested* If you are willing,* I should like to^have 
Dr* Holmes and Deacon Wallev, or either of them, present. 

16 
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' 1 shall be obliged bj your early anawer to the above, and aos^ 
with respect for your talents and Tirtues, your obedient servant, 

J. MORSE. 

MISS ADAMS TO DB. MOttSB. 

t 

B&ttOK, Nov. 85, 1818. 

Rev, Sir, 

Permit me t« assure you, that I now am, and ever have 
been, willing to receive any written communications from you, re- 
specting the Award of the Referees. Upon the most mature 
consideration, I think this method vastly preferable to a personal 
interview ; besides, I understood Mr. Bates, that he absolutely 
declined being present ; and it would probably take more time to 
find two persons, to whom neither of us would object, and to fix 
the time and place for an interview, than would be spent in writ- 
ing. Tou may assure yourself, that any communications you see' 
fit to mffke mfe, on the subject of the Award, shall be received 
with respect, and treated with candour^ As I. can assure you, I 
do not mean it as a reflection, I hope you will have the goodness to 
excuse me for saying, I wish you to comply with this measurey 
more for your sake, than my own. But if you refuse^ I shall not 
harbour any unfriendly feelings ; but sincerely wish that the un- 
happy dispute between us may be buried in oblivion. From 
your humble servant^ * 

HANNAH ADAMS. 



DB. MOBSB rro MISS ABAMS. 

Charlestown, Nov. 30, ISrSL 

Madaniy 

1 received yours of the 25th inst. I regret that you are so 
averse to a personal interview, on the subject of the unhappy 
misunderstanding between us ; and which, from the neglect of such 
an> interview, and the officiousness of some persons, who, whatev- 
er may have been their professions, have been really friendly to 
neither of us, has grown info serious importance, as respects us 
both. Any *^ written communications respecting the Award of 
the Referees," I am persuaded, the more I reflect on the sub- 
ject, can tend to no good ; but would probably widen, rather than 
heal our differences. This is also the decided opinion of others, 
my judicious frierrds, and friends also to you. A personal, friend- 
ly interview, in presence of one or more friends, is what they 
pressingly urge, as the only proper modeoi bringing this needless 
controversy, to aw amicable and speedy close. For such an in- 
terview, I have ev6r been, and am now, disposed. Mr. Bates 
made no objection to me, to being present at such an interview; 
I presume he will not object. And^ to bring the matter to an issuer 
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irithout further delaj, I will, should you consent, in the conrse 
of this week, say Thursday afternoon, if Mi*. Bates can then at- 
tend, or as soon after as can be made convenient to us all, call on 
you at your lodgings, or at any other place you may. propose, 
and hold the proposed interview. I have no wish to have any 
other person, than Mr. Bates, present ; but if you wish, and will 
name any other person, equally disinterested, I shall have no ob- I 

jection to have such other person present. 

I am persuaded that this course is not only proper, in every- \ 

Tiew of the subject, but is moreover absolutely required by the posi- i 

tive precepts of that religion, which we profess ; andto refuse such 
an interview, when so repeatedly offered, and urged on my part, 
under existing circumstances, in my opinion, will be a violation of i 

some of the plainest precepts of Chi:ist.. It is also the very 
course recommended by the Referees themselves, as I underr 
stand, and as others also have understood, their Award. It wa9 
on this ground, that, immediaiely on receiving the Award, through i 

Mr.E. I made the proposal of a friendly interview, which, had 
you then accepted it, I have no doubt a " satisfactory accommoda- 
tion" would have been the consequence. Such an accommoda- 
tion, I have as little doubt, would now be the consequence of a 
friendly and candid discussion of the grounds of our differences* 
If you sincerely wish for such an accommodation, of which I will 
n6t doubt, you cannot, 1 conceive, refuse the reasonable overtures ^ I 

I now make you,. I am coniSdent your reputation and interest are " '^ 

as much concerned in such an accommodation, as mine. In this 
belief, I hope you will readily accede to my proposal, as above 
stated, and thus amicably, and for ever terminate all our differen- ^ 

ces ; that I may again have the pleasure to subscribe myself your 
Jriend, , 

J. MORSE. 

< 

. Miss ADAMS TO BB. MOBSE. 

Boston, Deo. 4, 181S. 

Rev. Sir, 

The receipt of your second letter does not alter my de- 
termination of declining an interview, which, upon the most ma- 
ture deliberation, does not appear expedient, n^uch less a duty. 
As to my own reputation, which you faint is Qpncerned, I feel no 
anxiety: that it can be affected among those whose good opinion 
I yalue. But even if it should be, whjle I have the approbation 
of my own Jieart, I shall rest contented. 

After the subject had been reviewed by respectable men of 
your own choice, I hoped a Qnal end would be put ^q the con- 
troversy. But the only offer of a compromise you made me was 
an interview with yourself and Mr. E. whiclb being made in the 
absence of my highly esteemed friend Mr. Higoinson, and the , 
late excellent Mr* CaAHNiifo, who managed the business for me 
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with the Refereesi I thought, and still think, I ought not to hav« 
acceded to it. Besides, Mr. E. informed me, first verbally^ and 
afterward in a written document, that you did not consider anj' 
pecuniary compensation was implied in the Award. As I inras 
placed in a comfortable situation, by the generosity of my friends, 
the subject became less important. However, for your own sake, 
I can truly say, more than my own, I still hoped you would see 
the propriety of making some offers o{ compensation^ for the Goa- 
tinned interference of your work with the. sale of mine ; but your 
.final reply to Mr. Chanking gave me to understand, that tl^e 
proposal made to Mr. E. was all you could make. 

At present, I do not wish, for my own sake, to receive a com- 
pensation ; and as«I do not ihink any discussions upon the sub- 
ject would make us agree in sentiment respecting the decision of 
the Referees, I cannot consent, nor can I think it a duty to agitate 
my mind any further upon a subject, which I have long dismissed 
from it. And while I relinquish my claim to a compensatbn, I 
declare it my fixed purpose to decline writing, or receiving aoy 
more letters upon the subject of the unhappy dispute between us. 
I am persuaded that an interview could not answer any valuable 
purpose ; and would give you, as well as myself, unnecessary 
pain. But if I had no other reason for declining it, I should find 
one ip your reflections on those respectable gentlemen, who have 
given me the most unequivocal proofs of disinterested friendship. 
In the unhappy misunderstanding between us, I am persuaded 
that they espoused my cause from a full conviction of my inability 
to defend, what they, as well as myself," considered my right, 
against a gentleman of your talents and influence. By the gen- 
erous exertions of those excellent friends, I am relieved from the 
embarrassments of poverty, and placed in an eligible situation ; and 
while my heart continues to beat, it will ever glow with the most 
lively gratitude. I adore the goodness of divine Providence in 
giving me such valuable friends ; and though I cannot make them 
any returns for their kindness^ I shall not cease to invoke the 
blessing of heaven upon my generous benefactors. It gives me 
additional satisfaction, that I am indebted to those for whom I en- 
tertain the most perfect esteem, and whose moral excellence is 
known and fluly appreciated. If you have been apprized of the 
obligations I owe my excellent friends, and the strength of my 
grateful feelings toward them^ I must express my, surprise, that . 
you did not consider, that the slightest reflections upon them would 
wound my feelings much more, than the most severe invectives 
against myself. ' . • 

I can assure you, Rev. Sir^ that neither my friends nor my- 
self, wish to revive the unhappy controversy between us, and I 

ft 

* The Referees say ** compromBe f^ why is another word here substituted, of a 
▼ery different meaning ; why bat to mislead ? The same thing; is done by Mr. Ckak- 
KING, and has been by others. It is an unauthorized and unjustifiable alteration 
of the Award. 
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sincerely hope it may close without any Airther ill consequence. 
Be pleased to accept my good wishes for your present and fu- 
tjure welfare. . From your humble servant, 

HANNAH ADAMS. 

I pass the foregoing correspondence without comment. I 
leave the reader, with the facts he will have before him, to form 
his owp unbiassed opinion of iU 

Finding that, however *^ sincerely Miss A. tnight have hoped 
that this unhappy controversy might close without any further 
ill cons<equences,"— 'her friends and supporters were yet very 
Imsy in criminating me, as having neglected honourably to fulfil 
the Award of the Referees, by making Miss A. pecnniary comr 
pensa^ioHf as Mej^ chose to understand the Award to mean. With 
a viewyif possiblct to remove this new ground of reproach, I ad- 
dressed to the Referees the following letter. 

BR. MOBSB's LBTTBB TO TUB BBlBBEES. . 

CHARLESt-OWKt MarGE 17» 1813. . 

Oentlemen, 

I presume on your candour to excuse me in making 
one further request of you, respecting the unpleasant affair, on 
which you were kind enough to give an opinion, about four 
years ago ; I allude to the affair of Miss Adams and our Histo- 
ries of New-Englandr A difference of opinion has arisen be«> 
tween. the parties and their respective friends^ whether or not 
Dr. Parish and myself^ have complied, on our part, with your 
Award, according to its true meaning and intent. We think we 
have ; Miss A. and her friends think we have not ;. and we are cen-^ 
sured for our neglect. 

Now, gentlemen, as you are best qualified to interpret yoiit 
own instrument, I have to ask in behalf of Dr. Parish and my- 
self, your opinion, whether we have, or have not, fairly and hon- 
ourably complied with your Awards according to your true intent 
and meaning ; and if not» to state wherein we have been deficient. 
In order to enable you to do this, I will faithfully state to yon 
what we have done. . ^ 

A few days after I had received your Awards having consalt-. 
ed some of my legal and other friends, as to its meaning, wishing 
promptly and uprightly to comply with it, Mr; E. a par- 
ticular friend of Miss Adams, happening to be at my house, and 
intending to call on his friend Miss A. I improved the opportunity 
by him to make to her the " reasonable offers of compromise** rec- 
ommended in your Award. Accordingly, I requested Mr. E. to pro- 
pose to Miss A. to meet me either alone, or in company with some 
mutual friend, or friends, and amicably to explain and settle all 
past differences between us, and make arraVigements as to our fu- 
ture course of proceedings in reference to our respective publica- 
tions. On the 2d of June, 1809, Mr. E. called on Miss A. and de- 
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livered my message. She declined the proposed intervieWf with- 
out assigning any reasons that were mentioned to me. When I ex- 
pressed to Mr. E* my surprise and regret at her refusal to accede 
to a proposal so reasonable, and made too in express accordance 
with your advice, Mr. E. concerned lest he had not been suffi- 
ciently explicit in delivering the message, offered to go and see 
her again on the subject. Accordingly, for this purpose, he 
delayed returning home till next day, when he called on her a 
second time, and not finding her at home, left at her lodgings the 
following note. [Mr. E's note to Miss A. p. 106.] ' 

This Note, as also the verbal message, she thought proper to 
treat with entire n^lecU Her reasons for this neglect were not 
made known to me, till three years and a half afterward, when, 
in her letter of Dec. 4th, 1812, she condescended to state them. 
[See this letter, p. 119.] ^ 

After waiting about three weeks, from the time Mr. E* called 
on Miss A. and left the Note, I addressed the last of my queries 
to you, with a view to obtain your opinion, whether or not I had 
complied with your award. On receiving your reply, I consid- 
ered the controversy as terminated, and had no intimation .to the 
contrary from Miss A* her agent, or any one else ; till about Jive 
months after, I received the following letter from F. P. Chas- 
iriiru, Esq. [See p. 112. and my reply, p. 113.] 

Here the business rested, till about Oct. last, when I was in^ 
formed by a friend} that Miss A. was circulating a sketch of her 
life, [the letter to Mr. Shaw,] drawn up by her at the requestor 
some of her friends, in which she had brought up the subject of 
the preceding controversy in a light, which criminated me as 
having occasioned her chief troubles in life, and that this was 

?robably to' be. published. I wrote Mr. Bates, knowing that 
liss A. was on a visit at Dedham, requesting that he would pro- 
cure me the MS. of this work, or examine it himself, and 
inform me of its contents. The contents of my letter were com- 
municated to Miss A. by Mr. Bates, which produced a letter 
from Miss A. to Mr. B. of which the following is an extract. 
[See it p. 117. and the following correspondence with Miss A. 
which was all submitted to the Referees.] 

With the following clause in my letter, of Nov. 30th, " theoj^- 
*cionsne8S of some persons, who, whatever .may have been their 
professions, have been really friendly to neither of us,'' Miss A. 
seems highly offended, and makes It the ground of a discontinu- 
ance of all further correspondencej written or verbal^ on the sub- 
{*ect. I dihtf whether this offensive expression is not fully justified 
»y the following concluding clause in your Award, *^ harsh ex- 
pressions" whose <* irritating tendency must be admitted, and 
they may have impeded a friendly and satisfactory accommoda- 
tion between the parties." 

I add, that since your Award Was given, our Compendious 
History of New-England has not been reprinted ; a great part o^ 
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the edition is still on hand,"^ and no efforts hay0 been made by ei^ 
ther or the authors, to promote the sale. I would further ob8erve,f 
that I have alwa/s felt, and now feel, a disposition, not onl^ to 
do justice to Miss A, to respect her rights, but to be generous to 
her ; provided she, or rather her advocates, would place me m a 
situation to do it in a manner CQpsistent with my honour, or a re-" 
spect for my own character. 

You will, gentlemen, confer on me a particular favour, under ^6X* 
isting circumstances, if you will give me your opinion in writingy 
after eiLamining the papers accompanying this, whether or ijiot I 
have honourably ^nd uprightly complied with your Award, on 
my part ; and whether any thing remains to be done by D;ie ; and 
if any thing, what ? in qvdev fully to answer your intentions, as ex- 
pressed in your Award* I am, gentlemen^ with much respect, 
your obedient servant, 

, J. MORSK 
Hon. Judge Dawes. 
Hon. Judge Davis. 
Hon. Samuel Dexter. 

REPKT OF THB BEFEBEES TO DB. MOBSE. « 

Boston, APBiL^^f 1810. 

•StV, 

We have attended to your request under date of the 17th 
March- last, respecting your tinfortunate misunderstanding with 
Miss Hannah Adams. On mature deliberation, we decline giv- 
ing our opinion on the question whether you :and Dr« Parish 
have done what was incumbent on you by our Award. This has 
never been mutually submitted tons ; and if it were so, another 
hearing of the parties might be necessary, to which we should not 
readily assent. You seem to intimate some doubt as to the mean- 
ing* of our Award. We cantiot perceive that it is difScult to be 
iinderatood, but if it is so, it arose from our desire to express our 
opinioii in a manner that could not wound the feelings of you and 
your friend Dr. Parish. We have made one attempt to explain 
it, and urill now make another effort to render it as incapable of 
being misunderstood, as the nature of language permits^ We did 
mean to say, that Doctors Morse and Parish equitably owed to 
Miss A DAMS a substantial and valuable recompense for their iU'^ 
terferfcnce with her work. We did not estimate the amount, be- 
cause we did riot know how much she had suffered. We did not 
say it should be in money, because we thought it possible that 
an arrangement as to the sale of the books, and the disposition of 
the proceeds, might be agreed on by the parties, more satisfactory 
and beneficial. The form of compensation, as well as the amount, 
we left for the parties to adjust. 

We regret that the question is now asked* whether ** the of-' 
fensive expression'^ in Dbctor Morse's letter to Miss Adams 

•* Tfo tkomand oopies of H were bon^ ia the great fire at Newbarjport» 
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of 30th Not. last is not fully justified, by the concladiog sen- 
teace of our Award. In oar opioion it is not so justified. We 
think it very clear that the Award cannot justify a charge of 
^* officiousness'' and of making professions- withmit being '^ really 
friendly to either party/' because we expressly attribute <^ the 
harsh expressiona'* there pfientioned to ** a generous sympathy." 
These words perhaps escaped your eyCf a» they are omitted in 
quoting the sentence. In our answers of 3d July, 1809,fo your 
questions, we also say, that we made the suggestion as *< an apology 
for past inattention to HAiss Adams's reasonable claims and ex- 
pectations." Thus we made no charge of bad motives against 
any one, but intimated an excuse for you and Doctor Parish. 
It was hardly to be expected, that this would be converted into 
a weapon *of offence. 

We have been thus plain, to avoid a possibility of being misun- 
derstood, and request it may not be attributed to wast of the 
sincere respect and esteem with which we are, your obedient 
friends, 

THOMAS DAWES. 

SAMUEL DEXTER. 

JOHN DAVIS. 

This controversy, i now found, had deierminately received a 
new form. AH previous questions and complaints were to be re- 
solved into the Afvard. This was in future to be the bone of con- 
tention. What it meant f what obligations it laid Dr. P. and my- 
self under to Miss A. werie of course become questions, important 
and necessary, to be precisely determined."^ All that I had done 
te ascertain its meaning, and to fulfil its requisitions, I perceived 
was to pass for nothing, in the view of my adversaries. I found 
also, with much regret and concern, that the course which the 
Referees saw fit to adopt, was so capable of being construed in 
a way to support and countenance them in their construction of 

* While preparing this pami^hlet for the preu, particularly the part whieh re- 
lates to this Avard, and the different meanings -which hav^ been eiren to it, I wti 
forcibly stmok with the following acute and correct remarks of 3ie ** Temperste 
Examiner'' of Mr. Dexter's Creed, &c. [See No. n. of those Essays.] I would 
not be understoodi however, as applying the last paragraph to the Referees, in aoy 
wa^ to impeach their characters. In making their Award originally, I doubt not 
their Tiews were friendly to both parties. It has, however, proved r serious *• misfor- 
tune*' to all parties concerned, that they should have expressed themselves in such 
ft manner as to leave doubts on the minds of the persons addressed." 

«*1n examining the sentiments or the productions of any man, it is not only the most 
natural* butth^mirest course to inquire first, what was the real meaning of the aa* 
thor« and what were his intentions and objects. 

*«It is certainly a misfortune, ^hen a man with honourable views- expresses himself 
BO suck a manUei^, at to leave doubts in the minds of those to whom he addresses 
himself^ what his real meaning and what his objects are. 

''The most charitable construction that you can possibly put upon a paper so am- 
biguous, is, that the writer had not clear^onceptions of his Subject If however, his 
.talents and. character be such as to oblige you to reject this charitable conclusion, 
you are compelled to beliere that the amMgui^ and confusion of ideas were inten- 
tional.'' 
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the Award, Accordingly^ after an informal and incidental conver'* 
aation with one of the Referees, from whom I learned that they 
had oiisconceiired my design in writing them so repeatedly on the ^ 

subject of their Awards and that he himself h^d wholly, at the 
hearing, mistaken some important points in the controversy, I ad- 
dressed to them the followUig letter, which I enclosed in the 
envelope, that is prefixed. 

DB. MORSE TO THE REFEREES. Envelope. 

Chablestown> Aug. 23, 1813^ 

Gentlemen, 

The enclosed communication, in reply to yours of the 27th of 
April last, is submitted to your perusal, for the purpose merely 
of informing you, in wh^t light the*subject, of which it treats, is 
viewed, in its origin and progress, by myself and some of my ju- 
dicious friends, who know and approve its contents. Tou have 
liberty to keep, or return it, as you shall think proper. Since 
completing it, from a re*perusal of your last communication, and 
the suggestions of a discerning and judicioi^i friend^ I have re- 
ceived a different idea of your meaning, from that which I had 
before received from reading it^ which has led me to change my 
contemplated course of proceeding. If I rightly understand 
your meaning, (possibly I do not) you admit* that Dr. P. and my- 
self may have honourably made Miss A. the reasonable offers of ' >| 
comprcmiise, whic|^ you required of us ; and though she has not 
seen fit to accept these offers, yet ^e may, in your opinion, have 
Satisfactorily discharged our duty* You at least say nothing in* 
consistent with such a constructibn of your communication. But, 
gentlemen, to remove all doubt, as to our disposition, and fair and 
persevering endeavours to bring this« controversy to a just and 
amicable issue, and if possible to effect it, notwithstanding the ill 
success of all oujr former attempts, I have prepared and forward- 
ed to Miss A. a letter, of which I enclose you a copy. 

Whether she will accede to this proposal or not, remains to be 
known* I am, genjtlemen, ve^y respectfully, your obedient friend * . 

and servant, 

J. MORSE. 

JOB. MOBSE TO THE BB7EBEES. 

CHARLESTOMTKy AVG. 11^ 1813. 

• Genilement 

A reply to your last communication of April 27th, has 
from ill health and other circumstances been unavoidably delay- 
ed till this time. I am sorry to be obliged to continue a corres- 
pondence, which to us all is unpleasant and painful, but which a 
due regard to my own character renders necessary, in existing 

circumstances. 

17 
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I am informed that joUf gentlemen^ at least some of jon, hare 




self of a pretended obscurUyf to evade ao honoarable falfilment of 
it. This information^ be assoredy deeply wounds mj feelings. 
Nothing can be more unfounded and incorrect, than sueh an opin« 
ion. 

That your Award is obscurey and liable to widely diflkrent con- 
structions, is sufficiently evident from the single fact, that each 
party in the controversy, and their respective friends, have stren- 
uously maintained that your decision was in its own favour. I 
have two written opinions, one on each side, which go to prove 
this fact. 

From the moment I received yoD^r Awards I have honestly 
and faithfully endeavoured^ in the use of all the helps I could 
command, to understand your meaning ; and have assiduously, 
uprightly, and perseveringly endeavoured exactly to regard it, 
according to its true intent. If I have failed, the failure must be 
ascribed to an involuntary ignorance, on my part, of your require- 
ments, or to the refusal of reasonable and repeated offers of com- 
promise, on the part of Miss A. Your Award, indeed, does not 
require Dr- P* and myself, ab^olniely to make, in all events, ^ com* 
promise with Miss Adams; but only to make her " reasonable 
offers of , compromise ;" and such offers have been often repeated 
by us, and as often refused by hen. Is there tp be no end to our 
overtures ? Tou have been a^ed, gentlemen, whether the offers 
of compromise, which have been made, satisfy your Award ? 
You decline an answer. 

Possibly you may conceive, that the overture of Mr* HieoiN* 
soir, made by his attorney, the late F. D. CHANiri»o,.£sq. in his 
letter to me, of Oct. 1B09, should have been regarded by us. 
But a recurrence to the closing sentence of your Award, I appro* 
hend, will satisfy you; that we were perfectly justified in consid* 
^ing and treating his letter, as an q^ciotia interference «i the 
part of Mr. HiGGiNSON, altogether unauthorized; because you 
say,, expressly, that his former conduct in this very business,, 
''may nave impeded 2l friendly and satisfactory accommodation 
between the parties.^' Certainly^ after saying this, after repre- 
senting Mr. H. as having (irobihly. jpraventedm/mndly accom- 
modation between the parties, you could not have intended, if you 
wished us to settle our differences, of which there can be no 
doubt, that he should be the manager of a <^ compromise,'' for 
this purpose. 

Till I received your last communication, gentlemen^ which 
1 confess greatly surprised me, nor, less my friends, I truly never 
once had the idea, that^ in your Awards you « meant to say,** that 
Dr. Parish and myself ^* equitably owed to Miss Adams a sub' 
stantial and valuable recompense for our interference with her 
work." Of very many of our most intelligent friends^ both legal 
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and clerical, both near and distanti vrho have examined y#ur 
Award with care, not one has found in it, as I have reason to be- 
lieve from their declarations, any clause or expression, that gaVe 
them such »n idea of your meaning. Since receiving your last 
communication, several of my friends,' with myself, have again 
carefully read over, your Award, in reference to this very point, 
and still we have been unable to 6hd in it the terms which con- 
vejf on fair construction, the me^ng you have given it. Tour 
last communication, therefore, is, in my view, a new Award, tt 
declares Dr. P. and myself to be under obligiations, which we 
never before conceived CKirselves io be under* You plainly 
enough intimate, that these obligations ar^ not small. We 
** equitably owe,*' you say, *< a smsianiial and valuable recom- 
pense.** These expressions would seem to imply, that the suf* 
feriogs which Miss A. had sustained from out supposed interfer- 
ence with her work, in your view, must have been great, and that 
we owed her a very considerable recompense. And yet in your 
next sentence, vou acknowledge, you " did not know how much 
she had suffered." How then, it may be asked, could you know 
that she had suffered so much, as to entitle her, in equity, to a 
'' substantial and valuable recompense'' from us ? 

From a passage jn your Award,' I was led to suppose, that you 
had vi6 certain evidence before y4)u, that she had, in fact, suffered 
a^aU from our interference ; that the evidence went only to show, 
th^t she might have suffisped : but lyhether or not she had in fact 
suffered, and if she hady how much, was left to the parties to as- 
certain and settle by amicable ^^ comproini^e, bjf adjustment 
by nmt^Ml co^cessionsJ^^ The passage I refer to follows. After 
recommending a << compromise," you say, ^' We have not Steffi- 
dent irybrmation of facts to enable us. to fiay what ought to be 
the terms of such compromise. The undefined nature of the 
claims, which we have suggested, may produce honest diversity 
ofsentimentj and should prompt to a candid judgment on the 
subject. The transaction, like many other moral concerns, may 
take its true character from circumstances, views and motives, 
not appearing in evidence^ and which may scarcely admit of a 
distinct exhibition.'* Can it be correct, gentlemen, on so vague» 
indefinite, and unsubstantial a foundation, to^ive a positive opin* 
ion, that we ^'equitably owe Miss A. a substantial and valuable 
recompense ?^ Are we to be doomed by our judges to satisfy 
an << undefined claim," which i^ests on ground, that may *< pro- 
duce honest diversity of sentiment," and the value and magnitude 
of which is to be determined by the parties, between themselvest 
<^from circumstances, views and motives, not appearing in evi- 
dence before the Referees, and which may scarcely admit of a 
distinct exhibition ?" How would it be possible for any person 
to defend himself against such a claim as this ; or, if admitted to« 
be just^ to satisfy it ? 

* So Walker definet the word. 
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Suppose, geDtlem^n, you could now receive <^ sufficient infor- 
mation of facts to enable you to form a correct and definite 
opinion of the nature of this transaction! and the << circumstances^ 
views, and motires," which give it character could be made to ap- 
pear in evidence before you, and it should be found that there is 
no aubataniial ground of complaint, or recompense ; (and all this 
is not only supposeable, but very possible, and not improbable 
from the very terms of your Award, for you alkw that the 
claim Is of a nature to admit of honest diveraity of sentimentf 
and many who know all the circumstances of this transaction be- 
lieve that Miss A. has no substantial ground of complaint, and 
that she has sustained no damage from oor publication ;) in such 
circumstances, where is the consistency of your adjudging poau 
tivtlf/i that we << equitably owe a substantial recompense V* Have 
we not a right to complain, that we are poMively charged with 
having done an injury, for which we owe a *' valuable recompense," 
when it is yet admitted by our judges themselves, that it is very 
uncertain, whether we have done any damage for which we are 
bound, in honour or equity, to make indemnification ? 

Notwithstanding your effort, gentlemen, to render your Award 
'^as incapable of being misunderstood, as the nature of language 
permits/' you must forgive me, if I still think your language in- 
definite and vague, and such as different readers might very inno- 
cently interpret very differently. The recompense we are ad- 
judged equitably to owe Miss A. should no doubt be in propor- 
tion to the injury she has sustained. The magnitude of this in- 
jury must obviously be first ascertained, before it can be known 
what in equity would be a ^^ substantial and valuable compensa- 
tion" for it. Such compensation might prove in this case to be 
one cent, or any sum above that, according to the degree of dam- 
age sustained. But yx)u say, ^< We did not estimate the amount'' 
of the recompense, ** because we did not know how much she had 
suffered.^^ Now it has been shown, that it is not certain, even 
in your own opinion, that she has suffered any damage from us, 
for which we are bound in honour and justice to make her a com- 

Sensation. If you are satisfied, that she has sustained such 
amage, you gentlemen are certainly better competent to ascer- 
tain its amount, and to say in what form it shall be given, than 
any other persons ; for the facts and circumstance's of the case, 
which are capable of exhibjition, have been laid before you. And 
if, after all, you cannot* tell how much she has suffered, who 
can ? If in your opinion she has actually suffered from us, we 
have certanly a right to ask of you, as our judges, how ? wherein? 
in what particulars ? .and to what amount ? Whether in her repu- 
tation or property, for we were charged with having injured her 
in both ; else how can we know what kind, and what amount of 
recompense we owe ? 

As you have adjudged a recompense, conditionally indeed, 
to Miss A. we think we have a just claim on you, gentlemen, 
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as Referees and Judges, to know specificallj, in order to reg- 
ulate our future conduct^ whether we owe this recompense to 
Miss A. because we have interfered with her 8vo. work publish- 
ed in 17999 or with her Abridgment published m 1805. If the 
lattery whether we owe ^beT this recompense, because, as you 
believed, we wrote and published our work wfth .the knowledge 
that Miss A. contemplated, and was actually engaged in prepar- 
ing, a work of the same kind^ with which we knew, or, had we duly 
reflected, we might have known, that ours must interfere ; or solely 
on account of the interference of our 2d edition, published in 1807. 
Your Award must be grounded on one or other, or all these interfer- 
ences. We wish to knowy as precisely as you can state, where our 
offence lies ; for from the general and indenhite terms in which your 
Award is expressed, we are utterly unable to ^determine. I 
am the more solicitous on this point, from a conviction, arising 
from the tenor of your Award, and your subsequent explanations 
of it, and some other circumstances, that your Award of recom- 
pense has been founded on a very material misapprehension 
of facts, probably from having considered statements made by 
Mr. H166INSON9 in behalf of Miss A. as correct and conceded by 
us, which on our part were not conteded, but denied. On either, 
and all "the grounds above stated, I feel entire confidence, that 
we are able completely to vindicate ourselves against the charge 
of damage to Miss A's interest, to the value of a single cent. The 
charge of injury, both as to reputation and interest, might with far 
greater propriety and truth, come from uSy in regard to this very 
extraordinary transaction. 

If it should appear that your Award was made upon a ifiis^ 
apprehension of material facts in the ease, (as would by no 
means be strange, considering the very peculiar and unfavour- 
able circumstances, in which the parties exhibited the com- 
plex case, and the evidence to support the facts relating to it,) 
and subsequent explanations have proceeded upon the same unsub- 
stantial ground, I presume, gentlemen, you wilt readily, for 
your own sakes, as well as ours, review your Award, and prompt- 
ly to do us the justice to correct an error, if it be such, so mate- 
rial to the reputation of Dr. P. and myself; and that you will not 
for a moment suffer an unjust imputation to rest on our charac- 
tersy through your instrumentality. If a rehearing, in your 
view be requisite, I will not object to it. 

Another passage in your last communication, claims notice. 
After stating that you did not estimate the amount of recompense 
due Miss A. because you did not know how much she had suf- 
fered ; you add, ^* we did npt say it should be in money, because 
we thought it possible, that an arrangement, as to the sale of the 
books, and the disposition of the proceeds, might be agreed on 
by the parties more satisfactory and beneficial. The- form of 
compenSatiouy as well as the amount^ we left for the parties to ad- 
just.»» 
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Is not this, gentlemen, to all intents and purpos^Sf referring 
back to the parties, the main points which thej had submitted to 
your decision ? Were you not, moreover, in my last commuoica- 
tion, explicitly and particularly informedt that efforts had been 
made repeatedly, urgently i and perse veringly, on our part, to << ad- 
just" this affair in" the very manner required by your Award, as 
yon now explain it, but without effect ? That the other party bad 
declined, and finally absolutely refused to act ? Why require of 
us an impossibility ? Were not these repeated and *^ reasonable 
ijffers of compromise, *' on our part, in the manner in which they^ 
were made^ a literal fulfilment ot your Award, and that too, as yoii 
now explain it ? Why then ^< decline giving an opinion/' when 
asked, to this effect, and which would have ended the controver- 
sy ? While you were giving an opinion, in answer to my questioD, 
you do not say^ that any thing remains incumbent on Dr. P. and 
myself^ by your Award, that we have omitted ; and yet you stem 
willing to have it so understood ; and nine persons in ten, who 
i^hould read your last communication, would understand yov to 
mean, that we had not fulfilled your Award; that something, and 
that too of importance, remained for us to do* And yet a criti- 
cal reader, informed as you have been, of what we had done, 
would perceive that we had actually done every thing which your 
Award, with all your explanations of it, requires us to do; 
which in fact is no more than this, that we should make Miss A. 
f' reasonable offers of compromise," for a supposed damage, 

Jhich fi^e may have sustained, by our interference in the sale of 
er work ; or that we should endeavour to ** adjust'^ with her '^ the 
form and the amount of compensation," should it be found, after 
discussion, thjat we equitably owed her any, in consequence df such 
supposed interference. Now all this we have done with upright, 
honourable, and friendly dispositions, and sincere desires to have an 
unhappy misunderstanding (for this is all that has ever existed) 
amicaoly and honourably terminated. Tou do not say that we 
have not done. all this ; nor do you appear willing to say that we 
have ; but have left the matter in a state so equivocal, as settles 
l|othing ;^ and of course the ground of controversy, after all the 
pains we have taken to remove^ it, remains as it was* 

If this inexplicit andequivo'calmannerof expressing your opin- 
ion, has arisen from a desire in you, gentlemen, ^^ not to woundthe 
feelings of Dr. P. and oayself,'' we certainly owe you our thanks for 
your kind intentions ; but, be assured, the utmost expliciiness on 
your part, in expressing your opinion, could not have wounded half 
so deeply, as the language you have used. If we had done a wrong, 
of which we were not conscious, we wished to know it, that we 
might promptly and honourably repair it. If we had not, we wished 
you to vindicate ys against the slanderous charge of having done 
it, and done it too under aggravating circumstances. A^ we under- 
stand your Award, you have done neither the one nor the oth€f •. 
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I have one other remark to make in this connection. Yoir re- 
fer it to the parties to adjust their differences, knowing too, that 
one of the parties had utterly refused to act. I forbear to speak, 
as I might, of the hardness, 1 had almost said cruelty, of subjects 
ing US to the necessity of lying under the imputation of neglect 
and injustice, in tiot fulfiling your Award, of reAising to compen* 
sate a wrong done to an indigent and deserving fvoman^ an impu- 
tation most abhorrent to our feelings, and wounding to our repu- 
tation. Admit, what I presumcf judging from Miss A's last letter 
to me, she will never consent shall take place, that the parties 
8 hould agree, after all, to make the attempt to adjust their differen- 
ces, is it probable, that they could satisfkctorily decide on what 
you, gentlemen, after a full examination, denominate an '^ undefin* 
ed claim,'* which from its nature << may produce honest diversity 
of sentiment V^ The best result we could promise ourselves from 
such an attempt, would be to agree to refer the point in question 
to some third person, or persons, before whom the same documents 
and arguments must be exhibited by theparties,which were ex- 
hibited before you, gentlemen; and should their Award resem- 
ble yours, we might repeat the round without end^ and our con-^ 
trovcfrsy never terminate. 

This course might gratify those in this region ''who at' the 
least are not partial to me,''"^ and who take occasion to use this 
unsettled affair publickly,f as well as more privately, to assail my 
character; but is it not at direct Vjariance with the charity of the 
Oospel ? 

Tou cannot be ignorant, or insensible, gentlemen, of the per- 
plexing trials, and serious injuries, to which I have been subject- 
ed, for the last eight years, fl-om the lise that has been made of 
this affair ; an affair, which, when stripped of its false colourings,^ 
and presented simply, according to truth, as it must be at a con-^ 
venient time, will, I doubt not, astonish those who have been de- 
ceived by it into prejudices against me, and confound their over 
acting deceivers. Of so serious importance has this affair now 
become, from the use that has-been made of it, and the charac-^ 
ters who condescend to use it; that a sketch of its origin and 
progress becomes proper, for your information. Little things be* 
come important^ when men of importance' will submit to mitke 
them so. 

The publicatioii' of the " Compendious History of New-Bn- 
glandi'^ in the autumn of 1 604, in its origin and design^ was atiiong^ 
the most innocent and laudable transactions of my life. The per- 
version of this transaction alone has given it its wounding influ- 
ence. This perversion, prompted by well known public preced- 
ing occurrences, commenced in the summer of 1805, in a gross, 
palpabte^'and scandalous falsehood^ which was circulated Indus* 

^ See Mr. OftumSiig^^-letlfetsOct SO^ 1S09. ^ 

t See tiie General Repositorr and Re^ev, No. Vi* p. 387* and rS. p. |218.«»2S1. See 
aUo the Apfxkdix to this ramphlet 
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triously, and with pernicious effect, in the most respectable cir- 
cles in this neighbourhood. Though immediatelj contradicted 
by Miss Adams herself^ in a letter to Dr. Holmbs, and often af- 
terward by myself and others, it continued in a sort of smother- 
ed circulation as truef in the same circles, till the autumn of 1808, 
with the knowledge, at least, if not by the active exertions^ of 
Mr. 'Stephen Hioginson, Jun. with whom I was then engaged 
in a controversy, which he had very foolishly originated, on 
another subject. This other subject of difference, together with 
this respecting Miss A. were subsequently by agreement between 
Mr* H. and myself referred to your decision. At the reference. 
Judge Dawbs declined acting on the former subject, on account 
of his connection with one of the families concerned.'^: The ref- 
erence originated in this way. During a correspondence with 
Mr. HiGOiNsoir, on the subject above alluded to, on hearing that 
he was reviving and circulating this affair of Miss A« (which I. 
had repeatedly and fully, and as I suppofiied satisfactorily, ex- 
plainea to him) I addressed to him a letter (Dec. 8th, 1808,) on 
the subject, to which, feeling indignant at his unworthy conduct, 
I subjoined the following Postscript* 

<^ I am not conscious of having intentionally done any thin^ 
in reference to Miss H. Adams, incompatible with the strictest 
hofiaur^justicei ov friendship ; zny thing that has impaired, or will 
impair, her interest* If she thinks otherwise, let her state her 
wrongs ;. or if she does not suflSciently feel them, do you state 
them for her in writing, and I pledge myself to redress them, to 
the satisCftction of Judge Datis, Mr. (W. E.) Channino, 
and Mr. Josiah Salisbitry." Mr. H* accepted this propo- ' 
sal, and thus originated our reference, which was not mtend- 
, ed or expected, on my part» to have been made a formal busi- 
ness, but merely a friendly, short conference of an hour or 
two, for the purpose of explaining, and amicably terminatingf a 
frivolous misunderstanding, which bad been ingeniously dressed 
up and associated^ with a view to injure my character. Mr. H. 
objected to Mr. Salisbvrt, aa a Referee^ on account of relation- 
ship ; and Mr. Chahnino declined accepting his s^pointment. 
In a letter to Mr. H. (Feb. 4th, 1809.) I sent him the names of 
the following gentlemen^ from whom he might supply the places 
of Mr. Channiito and Mr. Salisbury, viz. Judge Daweis, S* 
Dextbr, J. C. Joircs, S. H. Wallby^ S. Codman, B. Joy, D. 
D. Rodobrs^ Esquires, and Rev. Mr. Bates,'' adding, '< If none 
in this list is agreeable teyotf, please to send me a list of names." 
He selected the two gentlemen first named. You will perceive 
by his statement in what manner " the Referees were all *Jof my 
choasingi*^ as I liave often been reminded by Miss Adams^ and 
Iter friends. ^ 

* This affiur has sinoc been referred lo other gentlemea. I enelose yoa the result 
•f their iaTeftigatioii. 
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' As the origin of this reference has been misunderstoodi and 
often misrepresented, I have thought proper to sjate it correctly 
from our original Jet ters. It was an appeal tpy on, gentlemen^ 
with full confidence in jrour discernment and integritj, to protect 
my character against the furious, obstinatCy and groundless at- 
tacks of Mr» HiGOiNsoir. Accordingly, when I appeared before 
jou, I fully expected that you would have heard, and finally set- 
tled our whole controversy ; and accordingly, had made my ar- 
rangements to exhibit in order before you all the grounds of 
it, in full confidence that you would find them all frivolous 
in the extreme,* of a nature in ho degree* to injure my character, 
and as reflecting nothing but disgrace on those, who were using 
such means to impair my influence and asefulnes^^. You will 
judge, therefore, of irly disappointment, my regret and surprise, 
gentlemen, when, by the refusal of one of the Referees. (I mean 
not to charge the gentleman with unfairness) to act on one of the 
main points in the controversy, the arrangements I had made for 
my defence were all deranged, and I compelled at the moment, 
and with great disadvantage, to vindicate myself against one of 
the charges only ; and that too so connected with the others, 
as that it could not* without injury to myself, be separated from 
the others. This determinatian to hear only a part of our. con- 
troversy, led the Referees to pursue a course (I ^o not say that 
it was designedly done, I tru^t it was not) by which Mr- Higgiit- 
son's conduct has been kept out of view, and he effectually 
screened from censure, (except indeed in an indirect and soften^ 
ed reproof for his indiscreet zeal and harshness,) and to give an 
Award, which, in spite of all our efforts to understand and fulfil 
its requirements, has been used by Afr. H. and others, his sup- 
porters, with the construction they have been permitted to put 
upon it, to fix his injurious charges upon me^ I applied to you, 
gentlemen, to disarm- my busy adversary of his weapons, which 
were ingeniously fabricated from groundless prejudices, and gros^ 
falsehoods. You have only, however unintentionally, sharpened 
them for bis use, and thus enabled him to inflict more deadly 
wounds. • * 

In these circumstances, gentlemen, which I have thought it nec- 
essary thus fully and frankly to state to you, have I not reason to 
complain of yourn;anfo/*exp{tcifnea«9 either in vindicating Dr. P. 
and myself, against the injurious charges which are industriously 
and extensively circulated, and^ which are made the ground of 
malignant attacks on me in some of our periodieal works,^ and even 
before the Legislature ;f or in stating so definitely and plainly any 
ground or colour for these charges, which you may think exists, 
and the actual amount of damage sustained through our interfer- 
ence, and the form ib which such supposed damage shall be com- 
pensated, as shall enable us honourablif (as we have ever been 

* The Anthology and RepositoiT', See Appendix* 

tBy£dmandDwight,E8<|. Seep. U5*^ 
18 
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disposed to do) (o fulfil your requirements, to discharge what 
you may consider our duty, and thus stop the circiilation» as far 
as this will do it, of the reproaches which are now attempted to be 
fixed on our characters. What I now ask, gentlemen, ' is, that 
you would, (with as little del^yas possible) say earp{tct%,wheth'* 
er, in view of this whole affair, in your opinioUf Dr. P. and mj- 
seif do now equitably owe Miss Ad/lms a substantial and valua* 
ble compensation for our supposed interferemse with her work ; 
if so, to what amountf and in what form it shall be made } and par- 
ticularly, that you wonl<) state Bptdficatly^ the damage or suf- 
fering, for which such compensation shall have been adjadged* 
We would not for a moment willingly lie under the imputation of 
mjuktietf and especially to one in Miss A's circuqastances. Had 
we believed, that we had UTitnten/ionaMy, {inieniionally we 
knew we had not,) impaired her interest, by the publication of our 
work ; or had we supposed from your Award, that you were rf 
this opinioUf and that we owed her a valuable compensation, be 
assured we should not have delayed to make it, till this period. I 
speak it not boastingly, gentlemen, but in self defencOf when 
I say, that in the love and practice of justice and benevolence, I 
yield not to my open accuser, nor to any of his secret abettors ; 
nor in these respects do I fear a fair comparison of our past lives. 

In a conversation with Mr. Higoinson on the subject of Miss 
A's sufferings, which he has misrepresented in one of bis state- 
ments, communicated at the hearing, I well remember Oj^ering* (o 
double any subscription, in a way of charity ^ he or any of hit 
friends would make for her benefit, but not a cent would I give on 
the score oijusticey as I knew I had not injured her in her prop- 
erty.* 

The manner in which this baseless affair has been ''got vp/' 
and for what purpose, and bow ingeniously it has been maniagM, 
and kept alive to accomplish its object, are now well known to 
Some gentlemen, and are oecoming more extensively known* It 
has nearly run its course, and is now fast losing its power to in- 
jure, other than those, who have disgracefully coticfescended to 
use it for purposes, which must one day fill them with shame asd ' 
remorse. To resist this Combination to destroy my character 
^ild influence,! ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ much time, and labour, .and faedth^ 
and, at one time, well nigh my life. I regret the necessity that 
has been imposed upon me to make these ftacrifiees» But thej 
had an object, worthy of them, the preservation of my reputatioiw 
Had the known and principal propagator of these slanders, been 
adone concerned, had he not been countenanced and supported 
in their propagation, by those who have bad influence to give 
Ihem a wounding effect^ they would have given roe little uneasi- 
ness, because they could have had but a feeble, temporary^^ 

•See p. 64^65. 

t The eharges which Mr. HiaciNsoNhM Boldhf, pubtieklXy and perteTerhigiy 
cireuUted coneeraiog mc, go olettly 9H this Icnatk. 



mmt)''''9SK'iamtimmmiff^ifm!iim 



185 

f 

and limited effect ; they would have soon peiasfaed by their own 
violence. But when a concealed corps at reserve were giving 
him support, and courage, and influence^ I was constrained, injus- 
tice to myself, to my family and friends, and to my profe3sional 
character especiaUy, to act as I have done^on the defensive. 
Nor, gentlemen, can I cease to act in repelling and silencing these 
slanderous charges, till all shall have been done, that is necessary 
on mj part, to draw from my accusers suitable acknowledg- 
ments ; or to expose their unworthy conduct to the indignation 
. of the public* 

I cannot cldse this letter without doing an act of justice to 
Miss Adams* I believe, her first dissatisfaction and complaints 
at our supposed interference with her works, arose entirely from a 
mtsoppreAenston of our design ; and had she complained to me 
in the first instance, she would have found, that there existed no 
cause of complaint, and been easily satisfied, that I was incapable 
of interfering with her rights or interest, or of diminishing her lit- 
erary reputation ; all which I had been for years in the habit of 
promoting. But unfortunately, her complaints were first made 
to those* *^who at the least were not partial to. me*" and who 
were willing, in the then existing state of things, to use them. to 
my disadvantage. For this purpose, these unkind feelings, gene- 
rated in the mind of Miss A. by a misapprehension of facts, were 
by various means cherished ; the proper methods of removing 
them avoided, aqd assiduously guarded against by her advisers ; tilt 
at length she has been wrought up to a full persuasion, that I am 
hostile to her reputation and to her interests, than which nothing 
can be more untru^. , 

In- these circumstances, I am not disposed to ascribe the evils 
which have grown out of this misunderstanding, to Miss A. other 
than as she has been made the in8tr%xment of tfaem.^ They are 
to be ascribed, without doubt, to her bad advisers ; to those, who, 
in the deep interest they have taken iu this business, have been 
prompted as much, to say the least, by a spirit of hostility 
toward me, as by benevoletat feelings toward her* I have 
facts to show, gentlemen, that, this view of the subject is not 
jnerely conjectural, but founded in trulb. 

I have, for these reasons, ever considered this controversy, 
not as a controversy with Miss A. (between whom and myself 
there never would have existed any differences, but for the 
causes I have just stated) but with a religious partjff some of 
whose leaders have thought fit to use the pretended grounds of 
it, as a weapon of warfare against me. 

The facts and observations contained in this letter will furnish' 
you, gentlemen ,with the reasons oftts great length ; and also with 
my apology for taking up so much of your time. I trust you will 
not consider the plainness I have used as indicating any want of 

* When tiiis letter wu written, I had not seen Miss Vs letter to Mr. Shaw. 
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respect on my part. My meapiog is wide from anj thing of this 
kind. Your Awardi and your subsequent communications, the 
Ust particularly, have placed me in a most painful and trying sit* 
nation. I have endeavoured frankly to express myself in lan- 
guage suited to su<9h a situation. You will easily forgive me, if 
I have erred, knowing as you dOf how long and how sincerelj I 
have respected your characters ; the confidence I must have bad 
in you, when I named you, with others, for my judges ; the cheer- 
fulness with which I intrusted my asssliled character, as it were, 
to your keeping ; and assured of the sincerity with which I re- 
ciprocate the feelings you have expressedf by subscribing my- 
self <' with sincere respect and esteem. Your obedient friend,'' 

J.MORSE. 

In the mean time, I prepared to meet my adversaries on the 
new ground which they bad taken, and to parry the weapons 
which they were now beginning to wield against me^ through the 
influence which they conceived they had derived from the Refer- 
ees, with considerable efTect. The methods I adopted for this, 
purpose, were two ; 

- 1* I obtained the opinions, verbal and written, of able and im- 
partial men, asi to the meaning and the requisitions of the Award, 
in such number, as I deemed sufficient to satisfy, not only my own 
mind, but also the public. 

2. In consequence of the last communication from the Refer- 
eeS| I made one further attempt to adjust this controversy with 
Mi^s A. l>y a direct application to herself. To this last meas- 
ure, I was advised by one of the Referees, who suggested also 
the manner in which it was afterward pursued. He added, that 
if this course should be pursued, and ^' prove ineffectual, the 
world would espouse my causCj and say it was enough." 

Accordingly, in pursuance of the first method adopted^ I sub« 
jnitted the Award, and all which had been done to fulfil it, to a 
number (seven gentlemen) of discreet and competent judges, 
who met for the express purpose, and spent together the time 
requisite to obtain a/tifl view of the subject, and they gave it as 
their united opinion, that I was honourably exonerated from all 
obligations laid upon me by the Award ; that I had discharged my 
whole duty in regard to this vexatious business ; and strongly 
advised, that I should give myself no further concern about it, 
and leave my adversaries to do thf ir worst. 

In addition to this^ I obtained the following opinions, in writing. 
Dr. DwiGHT gave his in view of the Award, and of all .the sub- 
sequent documents on the subject, except the Itist communication 
from the Referees, of Oct. 22, 1813, which had not at tbe time 
been received. The two gentlemen, whose opinions are next in 
ord^r, saw only tbe Award of May 11, 1809, and, knew not the 
name^ of tbe Referees. 
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SET. DB, SWIGHT's OPINION OF THE AWAEB. 

Dear Sir y 

Id answer to your request, that I ivould give jou my opin- 
ion concerning the nature and Extent of the obligations, under 
which 70U ancl Dr. Pariish haver been brought by an Award, 
dated Boston, May 11 ^ 1809, and signed by Mess'rs Dawes, 
Davis, and Dexteb, permit me to observe, , / 

1. The Referees above named, have decided, that you and Dr. 
Parish **hdve not violated any right, which any judicatory , 
legal or equitable, is competent to en/brce.'* 

2* Still, these gentlemen plainly declare, that in their opinion 
Miss Adams <* was entitled to respect and attention" from you 
and Dr. Parish, in the existing circumstances. 

The nature and extent of this respect and attention are ex* 
plained, so far as they are explained at all, in the following phra- 
seology : *^ some amicable overtures were due to Miss Adams 
for satisfying her undefined claims ;^^ that is, before your Com« 
pendious History should be published : and *^ the obligations, 
&c/' (that is, these obligations) <> are still in force; and should 
restrain Dr* Morse and Dr. Farisb from bringing their Com^ 
pendious History into competition with Miss Adams's Summa" 
ry and Abridgment, without previous reasonable offers of com- 
promise with herJ^ 

3. The views, which the Referees formed of the respect and 
attention, mentioned above, and thus far explained, are declared 
bj themselves. *^ We have not,^* say the gentlemen, " sufficient 
information of facts to- enable us- to say what ought to be the 
terms of such compromise. The^ndefined nature of the claims, 
which we have suggested, may produce honest diversity of sen- 
timent, &c." 

4. On these facts I remark. 

First, That the cause was mutually submitted to the decision 
of these three gentlemen, experienced, and learned^in the discus- 
sion, and adjudication5 of causes ; and holding, deservedly^ high 
reputation in their professional employments. It was a case of 
deep interest, which had long occupied the tongue, and the pen. 
Ample time was given to the parties to make all the preparation 
in their power. It is reasonably pi'esumed, therefore, that all 
the grounds of judging, and all the existing evidence^ were pro- 
duced at the trial. If then, these able judges found, at the close, 
Miss Adams's claims tindej^ned; they are necessarily believed 
to be, in their nature, undefinable. 

Secondly, If we except the declarafion» that Dr. Morse and 
Dr. Parish ought to have been restrained from publishing their 
book until after reasonable offers of compromise had been made 
by them to Miss Adams ; the nature and extent of the attention^ 
and respect, due from them to Miss A. are left by the Referees 
eqtutlly undefined with Miss A*s clcnms. The exception, mention- 
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ed here, iB alsO) no less undefined in its import) because no terms 
Can be more absolutely indefinite, than ^ rectsonable offers of com- 
promise.** 

Thirdly, The Award, of cour^, lays Drs. M. and P. urider 
no definite or definable obligatibn, of any sort to Miss A. Ail 
which it eojoins, is a kind, generous, polite treatiient of Miss A. 
to be regulated merely by their own judgment, and any existing 
circumstances. In other words, they are required to treat Miss 
A* kindly, a duty owed to her by all her acquaintance. 

Fourthly, These conclusions are not affected by the explana- 
tion, given of their Award by these gentlemen, near /our years 
afterward. The distance of time was too great to allow the Ref- 
erees to retain a distinct, and comprehensiye view of the subject, 
and particularly of the evidence. 

The opinion of the Referees, expressed in the Award, is eon- 
tradictory to this explanation. 

The legislator is not at liberty to interpret his acts. 

The Award is before the public ; and every man has an un- 
questionable right to construe it according to the proper import 
of the language. The Referees could not, at the time of trial, 
come to an opinion of (he same nature ; as they sufficiently de» 
clare ; four years afterward, their competency was still leas ; be- 
cause the merits of the cause, and the evidence, were both, less 
in their possession. 

When they were requested, soon after the trial, by Doctor 
M. to explain their Award, they chose merely to refer him to 
the Award itself, as being sufficiently explicit. In this conduct 
they barred themselves from future and distant explanations. 

For these reasons the explanation is of no validity. 

With these things in view, it b my opinion, that Drs. M. and P. 
are by this Award placed under no ohligations to make any over- 
tures to Miss A. besides those, which they have already made. 

T. DWIGHT. 

The following is*the opinion of a gentleman, who is a Judge in 
the highest court of law in the State where he resides* 

Sept. 1, 1815. 

Dear Sir, * - . 

I have read an Award on a controversy between Miss Ad- 
JSMS, and Drs.MoRBE and PAftisH, in regard to which you re- 
quest my opinion, as to what should be done on the part of Dra. 
MoBis: and Parish, as an honourable and faithful compliance with 
Its requifcments. 

From the terms of the Award I am not surprised that you seek 
advice; and I think I might with propriety return you this short 
answer; Its uncertainty alone will warrant the 'Opinionp that 

NOTHING IS RD<^V|BSO BT IT« 
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But it admits of a further answer. 

The arbitrators expressly find, that Drs. Morse and Paq^ism 
"hare not violated any ri^ht, which any judicatory, legal or 
eqiiitable^ is competent to enforce/^ Yet they seem to suppose 
there are certain undefined clahns, which ought to be compromise 
ed ; <' the undefined nature of which may produce honest diver- 
^ty of sentiment:** and they find further^ ** that they have not 
sufficient information of facts to enable them to say what ought to 
be the terms of such compromise.'' 

If they could not specify the terms on the evidence before them, 
I certainly cannot upon their Award, With much respect ai^d 
esteem, ,Your bumble servant, &c. 

Rev. Dr. Morse. 

The following is the opinion of a gentleman, who is at the head 
<»f the bar in the State where he residesiand a distinguished mem- 
ber of the national legislature. 

The undersigned has read the Award of Referees in the case of 
Miss H. Adams, against Drs. Morse and Parish. Being re* 
quested to state, what^ in his opinion, should be done on the part 
of those gentlemen, " as an honourable and faithful compliance 
with its requirements," he suggests, that the claim in question not 
being such as either a court of law or equitif can enforce, the 
matter is more properly cognizable by divines and moraUstd, 
thair by lawyers. As the Referees had not sufficient informa- 
tion, to decide what the gentlemen should propose, '^as reasooa-* 
ble offisrs of compromise," it is not to be expected, that an en- 
tire stranger' to the controversy, can give a ju^t opinion on the 
^* undefined claims'' of Miss Adams. It is however offered a9 
the opinion of the undersigned, that Dr. M. and Dr. P. should 
propose fo Miss A. to submit to three gentlemeUf to be named b^ 
the aforesaid ite/erees^what ** those r^ponable offers of comprO" 
misej** spoken of in the Award, shall be. Perhaps this second 
process will exhibit such '^i^ircumstances, views and motives,'^ 
a.s win develop the und^ei nature of the claims of Miss A* 

iLvGt^sl- 81, tsw. •♦••• 

The following opinion nm$ given at my reauest, by an mhle 
jwris^i on a critical m^d legal examination of the Award, and 
will have its due weight with the public* 

OPINION ON TUA AWARD. 

Nov.8, U13^ 

Haying been requested by the Rev. Dr. Morse to give my. 
opiniqn, as to the meaning of a certain Award, signed by the Hon« 
Thomas 0AWi!S) Joaii Davi»^ and SUmvei. Dexter^ Esqrs. 
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and dated Boston, May 11, 1809, 1 think it proper to premise, 
that, in stating this opinion, I shall endeavour to exclude from 
my mind all extraneous information,^ and to view the Award 
precisely as I should do, had I never heard a syllable, from any 
other source, of the parties, the controversy, or the Referees. 

It appears from the preamble, that the Referees had been re- 
quested to give their opinion on the merits of a certain controver- 
sy between Miss Hannah Adams and the Rev. Drs. Morse 
and Parish ; 

That Miss Adams was the complainant ; That she alleged 
against the respondents an interference with two of her publica- 
tions, viz. the Summary History of New-England, and an Abridg- 
ment of that History, by the Compendious History of New-En- 
gland, which the Rev. gentlemen above mentioned had published 
in two editions ; 

That Miss Adams was represented in the reference by Ste- 
phen HiGGiNsoN, Jun.Esq.and that Dr. Morse took upon him- 
self to answer for Dr. Parish* 

On this preamble I remark, that the precise nature of Miss 
Adams's complaint is not stated. Whether she complained 
that she had already suffered, or was afraid of suffering in future, 
does not appear ; nor is it certain, that the complaint was of a 
nature which demanded a pecuniary recompense, in her opinion. 
An interference^ of the kind above alluded to, would, in my opin- 
ion, be most naturally interpreted to ioaply, that Miss Adams 
supposed herself to have suffered by it in a pecuniary point of 
view, and to be entitled to a pecuniary recompense. Of this, 
however, I would not be very confident ; for an interference 
might be complained of on other accounts, than sufferings of a 
pecuniary nature. 

There is nothing in this preamble, which specifies the time of 
any of the publications ; though I think most persons would in- 
fer, that the work of I^ra. Morse and Parish was published 
subsequently to boffi the Wlbrks of Miss AdAMs. 

The Award commences by saying, that ^< after full deliberation, 
&c. the Referees were of opinion, that Drs. Morse and Parish, 
in making the publication complained of, had not violated any 
right J which any judicatory f legal or equitable, is competent to 
eitforceJ^ ^ 

This part of the Award is perfectly plain to every person, 
who considers that the word equitable is evidently used in its 
technical sense. The Referees here decide, that Drs. Morse 
and Parish have not violated any right of Miss Adams, for the 
violation of which she would "be entitled to redress by the laws 
of the land. This part of the Award is exculpatory so far as 
it goes. Still Drs. Mqrse and Parish might, for aught that is 
here said, have really injured Miss Adams, and might be bound 
in conscience to make her a recompense ; and it might be the 
duty of the Referees so to decide. Whether they have done 

* See note at the end of this Optolon. 
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80, or not, will presently appear. In the mean time, it is worthy 
of consideration, that in cases which have hitherto escaped the 
animadversion of legislators and judges, the proof ought to be 
clear, all the circumstances should be known, and the principle 
adopted should be incontrovertible, before any board of Referees 
should take upon themselves, or exercise the office of casuists, 
and should decree what ought to be done, in point of conscience, 
by the parties at issue. Unless the case is very clear, it is ob- 
viously more proper that every man should be left to consult his 
own conscience, than to be guided by the consciences of others, 
where neither positive law, nor precedent, have thrown any 
ligh|u^on the subject* It is probable, that this consideration 
was present to the minds of the Referees, as is, if I mistake not, 
discoverable in the extreme caution with which the remaining 
part of the Award was written. ' 

The Referees proceed to decide the following pointu : 

1. *^ That Miss Adams, by her pre-occupation of the subject, 
and her assiduous and useful labours in the management, of it, was 
entitled to attention and respect from gentlemen contemplating 
apublicationof like import, embracing the same period of time, 
and which, unless obviously defective, must necessarily exhibit 
strong features of resemblance to Miss Adams's work." 

2. That ^^ the peculiar circumstances of that lady were also to 
be regarded, and would seem to require particular tenderness and 
attention, in any procedure, which might tend to diminish the 
profits of her literary labours." 

3. That *^ from a due estimation of these considerations, there 
should have resulted a conviction that some amicable overtures 
were due to Miss Ai^ams, for satisfying her undefined claims, be* 
fore a publication should be made so similar to her performance^ 
and sa likely to interfere with her reasonable expectations." 

4. That ^^the obligations resulting from views of this descrip- 
tion are still in forced and should restrain Drs. Morse and Par- 
ish from bringing their Compendious History into competition 
with Miss Adams's Summary and Abridgment, without previous 
reasonable offers of compromise with her.'' 

5. That the Referees had' *' not sufficient information of facts 
to enable them to. say what ought to be the terms of such com- 
promise." • . 

6. That ** the undefined nature of the claims, which they 
had suggested, might produce honest diversity of setitiment, and 
should prompt to a candid judgment on the subject." 

. 7* That <* the transaction, like many other moral concerns, 
might take its true character from circumstances, views, and 
motives, not appearing in evidence, and which might scarcely 
admit of a distinct e^ibition." 

The Referee add, that " they had not seen sufficient in this 
translu^tion to require the severity of ceniliure that bad occasion- 
alljr been applied ;" and that ^* they could perceive and duly 

19 
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estimate the generous sjmpathji wbicb might have prompted f0 
harsh expressions ; but their Irritating tendency must be admits 
ted, and they maj have impeded a friendly and satisfactory ac- 
commodation betwieen the parties." 

The Award was not divided by the Referees into distinct 
points as above, but is plainly thus divisible; and 1 have divided 
it for the sake of convenient reference. 

In the first point, it is decided, that Miss Adams was entitled 
to attention and respectj from Drs. Morse and Parish. What 
is meant in particular by attention and respect ^ the Referees do 
not inform us ; nor do they say that suitable attention and re-^ 
spect had been^ withheld by the gentlemen ; nor, if withheld, do 
they venture to specify a penalty ; least of all do they intimate 
that the penalty, if any^ for withholding attention and respect, 
should be of a pecuniary nature. 

In the second point, it is decided, that the peculiair etrctnti- 
stancea of that lady were to be regarded. What the peculiar 
circumstances of Miss Adams were, we are not told ; bat they 
are declared to have been of a kind which eeemed to requtrepar- 
ticular tenderness and attention in any procedure which might 
tend to diminish the profits of her literary labours. It is not 
said, that these peculiar circumstances were known to the gentle- 
men ; or that, if known, they had been disregarded ; that Miss 
Adams had not been treated with particular tenderness and at- 
tention ;' or that the publication of the gentlemen was a proce- 
dure of the kind specified. If it had been a procedure of this 
kind, there is nothmg in the Award which itftimates, that- it had 
tended to diminish, much less that it had actually diminished, the 
profits of Miss Adams's literary hibours. Nor, in case it had 
actually diminisbed these profits, is it implied by any thing said 
in the Award, and certainly not in the nature of the case, that 
any recompense of any kind whatever was due from th^ gentle- 
men to Miss Adams. Indeed the Referees clearly admitf that 
if (he publication made by the gentlemen was a procedure, which 
might tend to diminish Miss Adams's profite> all that the peculiar 
circumstances of Miss Adams seemed to require was to be treat- 
ed with particular tenderness and attention. Particular tender- 
ness and attention, every body knows, are very different things 
from a pecuniary recompense. But perhaps it will be said, that 
this matter is settled by what follows. We come then to the 

Third poitit, in which it is decided, that, from the preceding 
considerations, there should have resulted a conviction that ami^ 
cable overtures were due to MisB Adams for satisfying her unde- 
fined claimSy&c, &c. The Referees do not decide, thai a con^ 
viction of the kind alluded to had not resulted, or thfft amicable 
overtures had not been made. Nor do they bint at any recom- 
pense to her for not making amicable overtHreSf in case such over- 
tures had not been made. The claims of Miss Ad ams are stated 
to be undefined^ and the publication of the gentlemen is said to 
be likely to interfere with her. reasonable expectations* That 
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Miss AdasIs's claims are capable of being defined, is hot said ; 
iK^tbat the publication of the gentlemen /mc^ interfered with her 
reasonable expectations. In case such interference had existed^ 
it is not decided that an/ recompense was due to Miss Adams ; 
on the.contrary, it will be seen, by attending to the fourth point, 
that the judgment of the Referees was to operate only in regard 
to di future state of facts, and not retrospectively. 

In the fourth point, it is decided, that ^^ the obligations, &c. &c. 
are still in force," ue4 as I understand it, that Miss Adams is 
still ^^ entitled to attention and respect" from Drs. IVForse and 
Parish ; 4hat her,<< peculiar circumstances" ^' would seem to re- 
quire particular tenderness and attention, in any procedure, which 
might tend to diminish the profits of her literary labours ;" and 
that there should still <^ result a conviction^ that some amicable 
overtures were due to her for satisfying her undefined claims ;" 
all these obligations are still }n force, and '^ should restrain Drs. 
Morse and Parish from bringing their Compendious History 
into competition with Miss Adams's Summary and Abridgment" 
^' without previous reasonable offers of compromise with her/' 
By the terms bringing into eompetitiony I suppose the Referees 
intended the exposing of the Compendious History for sale. 
From this course of proceedjjig the Referees thought Drs. Morse 
and Parish should be restrained, till they had made reasonable 
offers of compromise. The clause ^ow under consideration is 
the only operative part of the Award ; the only part which gives 
any directions as to what is to be done by either party. The 
directions here containeid are couched under an alternative ; Drs. 
Morse and Parish are either to stop the sale of their book, or 
make reasonable ofiers of compromise. On this alternative I re^ 
marky . 

First, That the Referees have made no provision, not the slight* 
est, for redressing any injury which Miss Adams had already re- 
^eiveff in this business ; of course, I am to presume that no inju- 
ry had been proved, and that none had been sustained. So far 
as the Award is entided to respect, the controversy is complete^ 
ly settled, as to all previous transaction^; and that without any 
recompense to Miss Adams whatever. . This consideration at 
once precludes the idea, that a pecuniary satisfaction was implic-" 
itly decreed to Miss Adams* 

Secondlyt By stopping the sale of their book, Drs. Mors^ and 
Parish would have perfectly complied with the Award. 

Thirdly^ By making reasonable offers of compromise, they 
would in like manner have complied with the Award. 

Fourthly, They were not bound to procure the acceptance of 
the contemplated offers of compromise, but only to make them. 

Fifthly, In case they should perform neither part of the alter- 
native, no penalty or forfeiture is annexed, or even intimated. It 
is to be inferred, therefore, that the consciences of the parties 
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were to be appealed to in such an eveiit, or, perhaps, thai another 
cooscientioua tribunal was to be erected. 

Sixf bij, No words in the English language are more absolute* 
\y indefinite, than those which contain the whole pith and marrow 
of the decision ; vis. reaaonabU offers of compromise* It m 
Dot possible, that the parties respectively should know when 
these terms are complied with, except hy consulting their own 
judgement and conscien.ces. 

In the fifth point, it is declared, that the Referees *< had not snf* 
ficient information of facts to citable them to fix the terms of the 
compromise." • 

I have already said, that the terms were indefinite $ and the 
Referees have here alleged a valid reason for not having render- 
ed them definite ; vis. << that they had not sufficient informatkHi 
of facts." 

The sixth point needs only to be read. It requires no com- 
• ment. 

The seventh point I consider as the most important part of the 
Award, as it candidly informs the reader in what light he is to 
regard the preceding parts* The Referees here say, that the 
transaction alluded to might take its Irtie eharanier from circum- 
stances, views, and motives not appearing in evidence^ and which 
might scarcely admit a distinct exhibition. Beyond all question 
this paragraph was intended to illustrate the points before de- 
cided. 

Taking the Award as a whole, then, it is admitted to be possi* 
ble, that the true character of the transaction was never discoT- 
ered by the Referees. Of course, it is possible, that Drs. Morse 
and Parish, (to whom the circumstances, views dnd motives, of 
the transaction^ were undoubtedly better known than to the Refer- 
ees,) might arrive at the conclusion, that no offers of ccjmpro- 
mise were due to Miss Adams, any more than to any other remect- 
'^ able lady of their acquaintance. The whole business, thembre, 
is thrown back upon the consciences of Drs. Morsb and Parish ; 
and they are to settle the question, whether any offers of com- 
promise should be made* to Miss A. and, if any, what those offers 
should be. If they should decide wrong, no method is pointed 
out to remedy such a decision, or to ascertain that such a deci- 
sion has been made. In shorty they are left by this Award, tak- 
en as a whole, in the same situation, iq regard to Miss Adams, 
as in regard to every other human being; for to any other per- 
son reasonable offers of compromise should be made, if the true 
character of any transaction requires such^an offer. ' 

The Referees, after deciding -that Drs. Monse and Parish 
had nqf violated any right which any judicatory^ legal or 
equitable^ could enforce^ seem charitably disposed to afford all 
the lj|ht in their power to assist the consciences of Drs. Morse 
and Parish, in determining^ whether any' conscientious obliga- 
tions lay upon thede gentlemen. Upon this part of their duty, 
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the Referees enter wifh great caution, as became them when de- 
ciding most delicate questions of casuistry. This will be per- 
ceiFed by considering the phrases, attention andrespett; strong 
features (^ resemblance ; peculiar circumstances ^ which would 
seem to require particular tenderness and attention ; might tend 
to diminish ; resulted a conviction ; amicable overtures ; undefin- 
ed claims; likely to interfere; reasonable expectations^ reasona* 
hie offers of compromise. These phrases could never have 
been intended to decide any thing definitely; but as a description 
of certain general obligations, which would have some sort of 
force upon the conscience, in a certain supposable case. Wheth- 
er this case existed, or not, the Referees could not decide, be- 
cause the /nc« character oi the transaction might depend, on 
things, which did not appear in evidence to them. 

The foregoing is the opinion of the Award^which I have form- 
ed after very deliberate. consideration; an opinion which may be 
summed up.as follows: that the Award does not decide^ that 
Drs, MoBSE and Parish are under any obligations whatever 
to Miss Adams. 

JVhie, In the course of the preceding examinfttion^ lay attention wm repented- 
ly drawn to the inqoiry whether any peenniair reeompenie was awarded. This 
would not have taken place, in all probability, if I had not heard that such a veoom« 
pense had been said to be awarded. The assertion In the'firet para^ph, that I 
should exclude extraneous information from my mind* «iuuat be qualified by thb 
note. 

* # * 

I trust it will not be deemed . improper in me^ here to intro- 
duce, as illustrative of the real meaning of the Award, a passage, 
which is contained in the original draft of that instrument, 
which, with the other papers, was put into my hands by the Ref- 
erees. Though not retained in the draft which was finally adopt- 
ed, it evinces at least wBat were the sentiments of the original 
draftsn^, who must be supposed to have paid more attention 
to the subjecty than either of the others, immediately after the 
hearing, and with all the papers and facts before him ; and this for 
the express purpose of enabling him to form an opinion on the 
subject. In these circumstances, the passage will have all the 
weight it ought with the reader. It was inserted near the close 
of the Award, between the words *' distinct exhibition,'' and '< we 
would add, &C..'' and is as follows } ^ , 

'^We are therefore . disposed and prepared, as we think it >. 

reasonable, to pay a charitable deference to the deliberate views ^ 

and determinations of those gentlemen, in relation to this subject ; 
though they may not correspond to the impressions we have ex- 
pressed.'* % 

On the above I leave every reader to make his own comment. 

2dly. In pursuance of the second method of counteracting my 
adversarieSf on their new charge of dishonourable nanfulfilment 
of the Award, I addressed the following letter to Miss Adams. 
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DB. M0B8B TO MISS AD1H8. 



August 14, 1813. 

Notwithstanding the tenor of your last comnunicationy 
(Dec. 4t 1812.) I am indncedi in consequence of a recent and 
more explicit explanatorj communication from the Referees, to 
make one more eSbrt to bring to a justf and, if posaibie, to an am- 
icable issue, bj '* compromise,'' ail matters of difference between 
us. For this purpose 1 submit to your consideration, and ac- 
ceptance! if you think proper, the following proposal, viz. That 
you itppoint an agent to meet me, for conference on all the subjects 
of controversy between us. If we can adjust them, well ; if not, 
we will agree on three gentlemen, to whom the whote subject 
shall be submitted, and whose decision shall be final. 

This proposal is obviously in accordance with the Award of 
the Referees, as they have explained it ; and though it seems to 
be an unnecessary repetition of what has already been done, I 
yield to it from a sincere desire, which I have always felt and 
manifested, to have our mtatifidcrtftondtng*, which a few words of 
candid explanation at its commencement might'faave prevented, 
satisfactorily explained and terminated. 

I shall hope for an early answer^ and am your most obt. ser- 
vant, 

J. MORSE. 

V 

MISS ADAMS TO DB, MOUSE. 



Aei;. ^r^ 



Sbptbmbbr \i 1813. 




You propose (hat I should *^ appoint an agent to meet you for 
conference on all the subjects of difference between udL' The 
'< recent explanatory* and more explicit communication vom the 
Referees,'' is, I presume, to be the basis of this conference* since 
you have pledged yourself to abide by their decision* If I am 
correct in this presumption, and you have no intention of depart- 
ing from this explanation, nor of reviving the whole subject of 
dispute, I will endearour to find an agent, in whom we may mu- 
tually repose entire confidence. 

My very infirm health makes it extremely difficult for me to 
write ; but I would, eVen.at the expense of considerable pain, as- 
sure you, that although I think you have treated me ungenerous- 
ly, I feel no resentment ; and that I shpuld be most happy to re- 
ceive, through an ag^nt, any communication from you, on the ba- 
sis above mentioned, which will be satisfactory to him, and final 
upon the subject. From your humble servant, 

HANNAH ADAMS. 
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DB. MOBSE TO MISS ADAMS. 

Sbft. 7, 1813. 



Madanif 

' This morning I received yours of the Ist inst. in an- 
swer to mine of the 14th*ult. I am quite at a loss to understand 
your meaning. Without, however, attempting to explain it, or 
noticing, as I might, your unnierited imputation of having ^'treat- 
ed you ungenerously ;" I will only repeat to you my proposal, 
which, though precise and plain, as language permits, you seem 
not to have rightly understood. 

For the purpose of bringing tp a just, and, if possible, to an am- 
icable issue, by '^compromise," au matters of difference between 
us, I have been induced, in consequence of a recent explanatory 
and more explicit communication from the Referees, to make 
yon the following proposal, viz. 

That you appoint an agent to meet me for conference on all 
the subjects of controversy between us. If we cap adjust them, 
well ; if not, we (i.e. your agent and myself) will agree on three 
gentlemen, to whom the whole subject shall be submitted, whose 
decision shall be final. This proposition I consider as d^nt/e, 
reasonablcy intelligible f and consonant to the Award of the 
Referees. If you assent to it, or not, I wish to know your deter- 
mination without delay. After what has passed, you can require 
no time for deliberation. From your humble servant, 

J.MORSE. 

MISS ADAMS TO DB. MOUSE. 

BoSTONrSBPT. 14, 1813. 

Rev. Sir, 

The difference between you and myself has been sub- 
mittecL at your own^proposal, to three most respectable gentle- 
men, enosen by yourself, with the understanding that the decisipn 
should be binding on us both ; that decision has been deliberately 
made, and you must now acknowledge is too, explicit to be mis- 
. understood. Tou offer no reason why it should not be consider- 
ed as final, and yet propose *^ an agent to meet you for conference 
on the subjects of controversy between us, and if you should not 
agree, to appoint a new reference, to whom the whole subject 
should be again submitted." It is not necessary to give you the 
reasons why I cannot consider the Award as null and voia, when 
you yourself suggest none why I should so consider it. If you 
will consent to meet an agent to make a final settlement on the 
basis of the Award already given, / will most cheerfully accede 
to the proposal. If uot, I have nothing to ask of you, but that 
you would permit me to enjoy that tranquillity which is indispen- 
sably necessary to me in my present very feeble state of health. 
I am persuaded that both propriety and duty forbid me to agi- 
tate my mind any further on the subject, and must consider our 
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correipondence as finall j closed ; but if jou conseat to have aa 
agent to make a final settlement, be so good as to give me notice. 
From your humble servant, 

HANNAH ADAMS. 

A copy of the preceding letter, together with my answer of 
the 27th Sept. were transmitted to the Refereest Oct« Tihf 1813, 
while they had under consideration my letters to them of Aug. 
1 1 th and 2 3d. They were enclosed in a letter, of which the fol- 
lowing is a copy. 

DR. MOBSE TO THE EXFBBEE8. 

OoT. 7, ISIS. 

Oentlemmt 

The following (meaning the preceding letter) has been 
received and answered, since my last to you. For your infor- 
mation, I send you copies. To mine of Sept. 27th, no answer hat 
been received. 

I have been waiting, gentlemen, with some solicitude, for your 
answer to my last communication of August 23d, and shall be 
obliged by such answer, together with the only originals of your 
Award, &c. (which I handed you) that I possess, as sooq aa 
you can with convenience. 

I wish an end put to this business, which, through no fault of 
mine, as I believe, has been magnified into peat importance to 
me, and has interested extensively both enemies and friends. A 
thorough investigation of its real merits^ has become indispensa- 
ble ; the result of which, if not the process f must be made public, 
lo^ght not to, and cannot^ submit to have my character lie under 
unmerited reproach, from men, who have influence to render such 
reproach wounding.^ 1 am, gentlemen, ytvj respectfully, yours, 

• J. MOUSE. 
Hon. JuoGB Jijkirmtm 
Hon. JuDOi! Davis. 

Hon. SAMIIBIi,DBXTBB« 

BB.lfOiBflE «0 Hi89 ABAMfl, ' 

GaAat.s«Tewir, Strr. fT, iai3. 
Bfadatn, 
Yours of the 14th was received the 18th inst. From siclness 
m my family, and other engagements, an answer has been necessa- 
rily delayed to this time. "* 

Waving strictures, which the tenor of the first part of your 
letter, would seem to require, I wilf only observe, that to evince 
my strong desire to have our differences fEna% adjusted^ I ac- 
'^^^'j to your proposal, with the addition of a single jiroi^i^o, with* 
which> I consider itmaterially defective^ 
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J <« consent to meet an agent, to be appointed by jrou, to 
make ^ final settkment, on the basis of the Award already ^r- 
eij.'* Provided, that if any points shall arise in the course of our 
discussions upon the Avrard, on which* we cannot agree, they 
Bhail be submitted to the final decision of three discreet men, of 
Competent talents i one to be chosen by your agent, one by my- 
neh^ and they to choose the third; provided we cannot agree in 
selecting him. 

That this proviso is reasonable, and even necessary, 4n order 
to secure a final settlements I trust you will not be disposed to 
deny, after a recurrence to your own opinion, given in your letter 
to me, of Dec, 4, 1812, in which you say, *«I do not think ^ny 
discussions upon the subject of the Award would make us agree 
jn sentiment, respecting the decision of the Referees." Presum- 
ing that you will make no objection to the proviso, which I have 
annexed to your proposal, I will expect you to appoint your a- 
gent without delay, that we may proceed to terminate our need- 
less controversy, with all practicable despatch. 

I am your humble sqrv't, 

• J. MORSE« 

MISS ADAMS TO DB« MOBSS. 
to . o. BbSTON, Oct. 20, 1813. 

Rev. Sir. 

Your letter of tlie 27th ult. was left in town while I was in 
the country, which I hope will be an apology for my neglecting 
so long to notice it. I consent to appomt an agent to agree upon 
a settlement oti the basis of the last communication from the Ref- 
erees. There can be no disagreement now. When my letter 
alluded to by you was written, I believed we could not agree in 
<Hir explanation of the Award, becaiTse I understood by your let- 
ters, and was told more explicitly by Mr. E. that you did not con- 
sider any pecuniary compensation as intended : hence I consider- 
ed any conference on the subject as useless ; but now you have 
obtained, from the Referees, so explicit a declaration of the mean- 
ing of their Award, that there can be no mistake, nor any room 
for a discussion upon the subject ; the only question which can 
arise upon it, must relate to the amount of compensation ; on this 
we cannot disagree, as by the kindness of friends, I am placed in ' 
a situation above want, as far as fespects the pecuniary loss I 
have sustained by the publication of your book. I shall be sat- 
isfied w^h any compensation you may propose. 

Being deprived, in the course of Providence, of that excellent 
friend, who managed the business before the Referees, Mr. F. D. 
Changing, I now appoint Mr. James Savagk as my agent to 
receive your proposals of settlement on the basis of the Award. 
I have given him such instructions, as to render it impossible that 
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I should be involved in a reference, which might ](iroduce another 
long discussion, and again agitate my feelings, and injure toy 
health. From your humble servant, 

HANNAH ADAMS. 



THE SBFEBEES TO DB. MOBSE. 

BosToiTy Oct. SS, 1813. 

JRcr. Sir, 

We have received various letters from you relative to 
your controversy witl\ Miss Hannah Adams. To such parts 
of these as seem to us to require an answer, we now briefly re- 
ply ; hoping to be excused from further correspondence on a sub- 
ject, with which our connection has long since terminated. You 
are already possessed of our reasons against giving any opinion 
on matters that have occurred since the hearing of the parties. 
These have never been submitted to us by the parties, nor have 
they been heard, respecting them. In regard to the disadvantage- 
ous circumstances, under which you say you submitted to the hear- 
ing, however embarrassing at that time, or in the event, we can 
pe* ceive no reason to- complain of our proceedings. 

When we declined acting on those other concerns, which you 
wished to include in the arbitra'ment, sufficient reasons, as we 
conceive, were stated for such determination. This was the on- 
ly controversy which we*had consented to consider. If you wer^ 
disappointed by that determination, announced at the first open- 
ing of the case, it was in your power to decline the bearing, unless 
the other matter referred to should be included. You chose to 
proceed ; and the complaints on this head, which you now so 
emphatically express, are, to say the least, unexpected. 

You say, that our last communication is a new Award. If this 
be true, it cannot bind you, for we had no right to make it. The 
part of our last letter to which you allude is this, ^^ we did mean 
to say, that Doctors Morse and Parish equhably owed to Miss 
Adams a substantial and valuable recompense for their interfe- 
rence with her work.'^ This obnoxious expression is greatly 
misconstrued by you, when you considei: it as implying any thing 
as to the quantum of recompense, that may be due from you to 
Miss Adams. It expresses only the nature of it, as opposed to 
kind treatment, courteous languagct, respect, &c. &c. which from 
some things in your communications to us, seemed to be appre- 
hendedy as the whole amount you owed her. This error we 
meant to correct, and thought we had communicated our inten- 
tions with sufficient precision; but as further explanations ap- 
pear to you to be necessary,* we will now give an exposition of our 
Award, in as plain language as possible. ^In substance we said, 
that Doctors Morse and-PARisH had not violated any rights 
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which any judicatory, could enforce* We presume it will be ad- 
mitted, hovFever, that rights, which cannot* be enforced by any 
court, are sometifnes binding on the conscience of a good man. 
We proceeded to show, that Miss Adams had a right of this 
sort, acquired by prior occupancy of the subject, and assiduous 
and useful labour, and also, that her peculiar circumstances ren- 
dered it a very, delicate case, as to any procedure that might tend 
to diminish the profits of her literary' exertions. We added, that 
some amicable overtures were due to Miss Ad4Ms, for satisfying 
her undefined claims, before so similar a publication should be 
made, and so likely to interfere with her reasonable expectations. 
The mind is here necessarily, called to a pecuniary loss borne by 
Miss Adams, in Consequence of such interference. We then iex- 
press our opinion, that thi3 is not to be considered as a mere mis- 
take, which is past, and may justly be forgotten ; for we say^ the 
obligations resulting are still in force, and the Compendious His- 
tory of Doctors Morse and Parish ought not to be brought in- 
to competition with Miss Adams's Summary and Abridgment, 
without previous reasonable offers of compromise with her. The 
terms of. this compromise, we say, we could not prescribe, for 
want of information as to facts. The plain meaning is this^ Doc- 
tors MoRftE and Parish have improperly, though perhaps inad- 
vertently, deprived Miss Adams of a prospect of pecuniary 
pro&ty which was fairly .her . own, by oflfering their book for salCf 
in competition with her publications. They ought to retrace this 
step, and take their Compendious History out of the market. 
But this may throw a heavy loss on them ; therefore we suggest 
the propriety of their making to Miss Adams reasonable propo- 
sals of compromise, that the sale of all the books may proceed. 
Should Mhi Adams refuse to agree to any reasonable terms, it 
is fairly to be inferred, that those gentlemen may go on and sell 
their books, ijjfe now conclude, that when we awarded that 
Doctors Mo R^ and Parish had violated a right in Miss Ad- 
ams, which they were bound in conscience to respect, and that 
they ought to retrace the step, by taking their books out of the 
market, and thus by sufi^ring a loss themselves, prevent the mis- 
chief to Miss Adams, or else satisfy her by a reasonable compro- 
mise,' we awarded that they owed her ^^ a substantial and valua- 
ble recompense*" 

W^ are, sir, 

With great resect, . . 

Tour obedient servants^ 

THOMAS DAWES. 
SAMUEL DEXTER. 
JOHN DAVIS. 
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To this communicatioD, «8 the Referees wished '' to be e%* 
cused from further correspondence on the subject/' no answer 
was given; and, in connection, as it now stands, with the other 
documents, particularly with the able opinions of impartial men, 
p. 137, to 145, and lOr, 108. I leave it without comment, for 
the public to form an unbiassfed opinion ; requesting onljt that 
they would carefully compare the language here used, with that 
of their original and only Award. 

DR. MORSB TO MB. 8 AvAOE. 

CHARLBSTbWN, OCT. S8, 1815. 

Sir, 

By the letter ' you were kind enough to leave with Mrs. 
Morse yesterday, from Miss Adams, I learn, that she has ap- 
pointed you her agent to confer with me on the subject of an 
Award made by Judge Dawes* Judge Davis, and Mr. Dexter, 
May 11th, 1809, on certain matters in dispute, submitted to their 
deeision. I presume, sir, your appointment is in consequence of 
a proposal I made to Miss A. in my letter to her of the 27th alt. 
in the following words, viz*. ** I consent to meet an agent,^ &c. 
[Seethe letter, pi 49.] 

If, bir, you are authprized to treat with me on the above basis, 
and are instructed to bring all matters in controversy between 
Miss A. and myself to a. final adjustment, in the course above 
stated, as I presume is the fact, I shall be very happy to meet 
you, for the purpose, at any time and place which may be mutu- 
ally agreeable. 

It will facilitate the accomplishment of our business, sir, if you 
will state in writing specifically, and distinctly. Miss A's claimsi 
which she conceives arise out of the Award, before we meet. 

I cannot but express the satisfaction I feel in the appointment 
which Miss A. has made, being, sir, with high fkteem> for your 
talents and candour, your obedient servant^ 

J. MORSE. 

MR. SATAGE TO DR. MORSE. ' 

Boston, Oct. 89, ISia. 

Rev. Sir, 

On the subject of your letter of yesterday^ the first 
thought, which I communicated to you verbally, seems to be cor- 
rect. ♦ 

Your proposition to Miss Adams, in your letter of 27th ult. 
was, to meet an agent to be appointeid by h^ to make a final set- 
tlement on the basis of the Award already given. But your pro- 
posal terminated with a proviso^ that, if the agent and yourself 
should disagree on any points, they should be submitted to anoth- 
er arbitration. , 

Miss Adams, in her answer of 20th inst. consents to appoint 
an agent to agree upon such a settlement as you proposed. She 
says nothing th Are of the proviso mentioned in your letter ; but 
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in the latter part, after ioformiiig you that she appointed me ber 
agent to receive your proposals for settlement on the basis, which 
is understood by each party, she adds, that her instructions to 
me render it impossible to submit to another reference. 

ITou see then^ sir, that Miss A. accepts your proposition in 
general terms, but excepts the proviso.- Or she makes you a prop- 
osition to treatiwith me, it being understood that I am restrict- 
ed in a manner, which renders further arbitration impossible. 
I assured you yesterday, that I feel no disposition to transgress 
my authority. But the hypothesis of any disagreement be- 
tween us would never have been suggested by me. Can we 
kiot discuss the subject until we arrive at some such point, as 
you seemed to foresee and wished to provide for ? Perhaps it 
may not occur. On this ground I will meet you at your house 
any day next week, or the two succeeding weeks, when agree- 
able to you. 

Agreeably to your request, I will state specifically and dis- 
tinctly the claim of Miss A. arising out of the Award, .to be a 
claim for pecuniary compensation^ and to this alone my power 
seems to extend. On the quantum of this compensation you and 
I will not easily differ, for it must depend chiefly on your sense 
Injustice. Miss Adams, as she assures me^ feels anxious only 
to close the controversy, give you an acquittance and discharge, 
hnd dismiss the recollection from her thoughts. 

If you, sir, conceive that any other topic ought to be consid- 
ered at our meeting, as arising out of the Award, to be adjusted 
by me, your suggestion of it will enable me, previously, to submit 
it to my principal, and, if necessary, discuss it with all the respect 
due from your obedient servant^ 

J. SAVAGE. 



REMABKS 'OV DB. MOBSE ON THE FBEeEBING. 

On receiving the preceding letter^ notwithstanding its singular 
character, and hoping that something might yet be effected by 
an interview, I addressed a note to Mr. Savage, requesting that he 
would call on me at my house ; which he accordingly did, on the 
first of November. We had several hours desultory conversa- 
tioa on the subject before us. I also communicated to him such 
documents in my possession, as he had not before seen, which I 
supposed would throw light on the subject, and enable us, on cor- 
rect grounds, to terminate the controversy. I stated to him in 
writing the points which I conceived the Referees in their Award 
had left Miss A. to determine and settle with Dr. P. and myself, 
and which, of course Mr. S. and myself wero now to discuss and 
settle, which were the three following ; 

1. What ought to be the terms of compromise between Miss 
^ A* and myself, which the Referees could not determine for want 
of sufficient information of facts. 
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2. We are to define and adjust an "undefined claim," which 
^'from its nature maj produce honest diversity of sentiment." 

d* We are to determine the nature of a transactidn, which, 
*^ like many other moral concerns, may take its (rue character 
from circumstances, views and motives not appearing in evidence" 
to tbe Referees, and *^ which may scarcely admit of a distinct ex- 
hibition." 

Mr. S. admitted that these were points to be settled by us. 
The effects of this interview, however^ were by no means such 
as I had hoped and anticipated. I found that, notwithstanding all 
my endeavours to bring into clear view and discussion, the real 
points in the controversy, there was an obstinate persist ance, on 
the part of Miss A. and her advisers, in the old course of evading 
these points, and of keeping alive the controversy for still fur- 
ther use. When I asked Mr. S. for his instructions from Miss 
A. I found he had none* other than were contained in her vague 
letter to me of Ocf. 20, 1813, from the last clause of which, I 
had a right to expect that he had received of/ier instructions, 
than that letter contained. I perceived, also, that the proviso 
annexed to my proposal, though so often stated by me, to be in 
my view essential to the termination of the controversy, and as 
I had supposed acceded to by her, from the very circumstance of 
her appointing an agent in compliance with my. proposal, was 
after all excepted to by Miss A. and what is more important still, 
that the grand point in the controversy was to be taken for 
granted, viz. that the Referees had adjudged to Miss A. 9l pecu- 
niary compensation, and that the quantum of this compensation 
was the only point to be decided. As it was well known to Miss A. 
and to her agent, that I had uniformly denied that pecuniary 
compensation was adjudged to Miss A. by the Referees in their 
Award, and that I was abundantly supported in this denial by 
the judgment of others ; and also, that I understood the clause 
in the communication of the Referees of April 27, 1813, which 
has been seized with such avidity by Miss A. and her friends, as 
decisive in support of her jpectimar^ claim, as giving no support 
to such claim, but as unequivocally against it ; I could not but con- 
sider ihe ground fafren, and the course proposed to be pursued 
by Miss A. and 'her agent, as dishonourably trifling with me. 
There was ostensibly manifested on their part a disposition to 
accede to my proposal, and to settle and terminate the controve]> 
sy ; while yet an essential part of my proposal was excepted 
against, and a basis of negotiation assumed, and insisted on, as the 
only one on which Miss A's agent was permitted to proceed, 
which it was known I would not admit. I conceived it, indeed, as 
in fact, a refusal on tbe part of Miss A. or rather of her advisers, 
to settle the controversy. 

Seeing that there was in Miss A. a determination to persist in 
setting up n pecuniary cldim, on the basis of the Award, particu- 
larly as explained by the Referees^ I was willing to know what 



155 

Miss A. considered as the amount of her claim ; how she estimated 
the injury she had in her own opinion sustained by our interfe* 
pence with her works. . Accordingly, I requested ;Mr< Savagb 
to state this amount. With much reluctance, he at length con- 
sented to do it, as in the paper which follows. 



MB. savage's statement 07 MISS A^S CXAIMS. 

I proposed the' claim of Miss Adams as to pecuniary compen« 
sation, as intended by the Award of the Referees, May 11, 1809, 
because Dr. M. and Dr.* P. had not withdrawn their copies of 
the History of New-England from competition with a work of 
Miss A. on the same subject ; nor had made her reasonable offeri 
of compromise,, which might have terminated in a result equally 
beneficiiil to Miss A. I did not name the amount *of the claim^ 
and when afterward , very much pressed by Dr. Morse to de- 
mand a specific sun^, I assumed the apdount hypothetically to be 
100 dollars a year since the publication of Miss A's History 
Abridged, without pretending to determine whether it might be 
more, or less, as I had never considered any of the elements of 
which the liquidation should be made; and added, that as to the 
amount, he might reply any thing to that assumed sum, and that 
in his result, if it reduced It to a dollar, I would certainly agree.. 

J- SAVAGEw 

Nov. I, 1813. 

» 

BEFLT Of DR. MORSE. 

J. Morse rests on the ground that he has honourably and 
faithfully complied with the Award, as he understands it, hav- 
ing made ^* reasonable offers of compromise^* to Miss A. immedi- 
ately after the Award was given. He denies that any pecuniary 
compensation is, or has been, due Miss A. within the fair coh^ 
struction of the Award. He ofifers to have the correctness of his 
opinions tested by three competent men, appointed in the man- 
ner he has proposed to Miss A. 

« 

Tlie artifice which was here intended to. be practised upon me^ 
was obvjous to my mind. The sum was nothing in their account. 
AnszckHowtedgment o( injury on my. part, and thus furnishing to 
Misa A. ground of forgiveness^ or " acquittance and discharge/*^ 
was the object to be obtained. And a ^^ dollar ^^^ a centy or even 
a jieppercorn, as I observed to Mr. Savage, would have answer- 
ed this purpose. It is not difficult to conjecture what use would 
have been made of such an acknowledgment, by my adversaries^ 
could they have obtained it. It would have committed to them 
my character, which I should not have deemed very safe in their 
hands. 
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, MB. SAVA6B TO DR. MOBtE. 

• BosTOV^ Nov. S, 1815, 

In answer to my letter of 29th ult. when I was invit- 
ed to your house by the note of the Ist ipst. which offered no 
reply to any thing contained in mine, I presumed we were to 
meet on the terms therein mentioned. This presumption could 
not fail of support, though it needed none, from the language of 
the previous letters between yen and Miss A. relative to the ap- 
l^intment of an agent, in consequence of which she named me to 
confer with you. Yours of 14th August, the first of the late se- 
ries of epistles, begins, *^ I am induced, in consequence of a re- 
cent and more explicit communication from the Referees, to 
' make one more effort to bring to a just, and, if possible, to an ami- 
cable issue, by compromise, all matters of difference between us.'' 
If any ambiguity existed in the original Award, so that its pre- 
cise import was unintelligible to the party acquainted with all the 
subjects of discussion,, and able to apply every epitbetf and esti- 
mate every phrase, except those relating to himself, the expla- 
nations that he desired might be expected to have. with him^ the 
full force of the arbitrators' authority. As they have three times 
expounded their meaning, it is peculiarly unfortunatCr that we 
should disagree as well about substance as form. . ^ 

Your letters to Miss A. requesting the appointment of an a^ent 
to confer on all the subjects of controversy, implied that more 
than one subsisted between you ; to which the last sentence of my 
letter alluded, by desiring you to specify any other topic for 
consideration at our meeting, besides the single one exhibited by 
me. On this head I was glad to receive no answer, and ixpm our 
meeting have brought away no recollection of any other matter 
by us to be adjusted. 

•You several times explained, sir, the meaning of compromise, 
to be mutual concession, intended by the Award to reduce the 
claims of each party. When I asked, what Miss Adams should 
concede, you. gave no answer that fixed itself distinctly in my 
memory. 

* I am, however^ confirmed in the opinion expressed to you at 
the time, that the object of my agency is wholly unattainable. 
If on think that the expression, through Mr. E. of your wish for a 
friendly conference with Miss A. is an honourable and faithful 
compliance with the requirement of reasonable offers of compro- 
mise in the Award; and that no pecuniary compensation isf or 
has been, due. I do not perceive how the offer of a personal in- 
terview'can be considered a fulfihnent of the intent of the Refer- 
eess Another meeting between us therefore seems unnecessary ; 
any further argument must be hopeless. Your course is right in 
your own eyes ; and in so many years, your sense of the justice 
of the cause should be more enlightened, than mine in a few days. 
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Of the three points which yoa had preTioiidly prepared fen* ui 
to determine and settle, t was ready for the disciission of the 
whole instantly, but as we had protracted our coniference until 
nearly 9 o'clock, it was postponed* It is only from respect to 
youy sir, not that it can probably be of any use, that I now refer 
to them. As to the compromfie between yourself and Miss A* 
advised by the Referees, the terms of which they could not de* 
termine, for want of sufficient information of facts, it was intended 
to have reference to the state of things then existing. If Miss 
A. wais suffering from the competition, that suffering has contin- 
ued ever since undiminished, in her opinion, by any exertions of 
yours to relieve it. She, however, has become quite indifferent, 
about the terms, so far as amount of compensation is concernedy 
and barely asserts her right, which she is ready to relinquish, 
whenever you acknowledge it. The second proposition we 
should not disagree about. The defining of the claim MisS A. 
has expressly left to your own sense of Jiistice. As to the third, 
nothing could be more improper than for me to discuss the cir- 
cumstances, views and motives of the original transaction. They . 
involve a question which I should not be more willing to inquice 
into, than competent to determine. 

Thus far I had written, sir, before you called on me ye^erday, ^ 
and requested another meeting; hoping in the interval to mature 
a view of the case, that would promise a satisfactory termination 
of our labours. To this I could not assent, because no point 
appeared to remain for discussion. I promised, however, at laat^ 
that if you could exhibit in writing any proposition, on which our 
conference might be expected to lead to a final adjustment, I 
would devote myself to the purpose. 

Miss A. will never assent to the proposal to have the c orrect 
ness of your opinions on one Award, determined by another from 
different arbitrators. Such a course would be in its nature inter- 
minable. Her feeble health, and disposition^ to peace forbid any 
further controversy than such as may be terminated by me. She 
ought to be disturbed with no more correspondence on a subject^ 
which your anxiety alone compels her to remember. 

Vou well know, sir, that I could not treat with disrepect any 
gentleman of your character and profession, and therefore will 
ascribe my plainness of language, as well now as at ouil nieet- 
ing, to the sincere disposition of relieving Miss Adams and your- 
self from the Solicitude of this long protracted negotiation. 

For your politeness to myself, I regret that my acknowledg- 
ment is all the return that can be bestowed by 

Your obedient servant^ 

J. SAVAGE. 
31 
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MR. SAVAGE TO BR« M0R8S. 

Boston, Nov. 10, 1815. 

' jRev. Sir, 

Although I had expected your next communication to me 
would be in writing, agreeable to the promise in my last to have a 
personal conference only on a distinct propositiotiy to discuss 
which might lead to a final settlement, you called on Monday 
to request another interview without adopting what appeared a 
prerequisite^ I have leisure enough for correspondence on the 
subject; but the inconvenience in being taken off from attention 
to my business in the morning was witnessed by yourself. I fiball 
call on you with pleasure, sir, if any prospect of adjustment pre- 
sents itself. 

However, you verbally proposed a subject for our debate as 
definite as it could well be on paper, which, if incoTrectly exhib- 
ited by me, you will be so kind as to amend. It was, that the 
expression of your wishes by Mr. E. to Miss Adams for a friend* 
ly conference with her alone or in company with some friend of 
both parties, in order to make the compromise recommended by 
th6 Referees, was a perfect fulfilment of the Award. You justly 
observed that this question had never been discussed between us. 
This I promised to make known to Miss A. 

Ton observed that, if the agent's authority was too much re- 
stricted to permit him to discuss with you all the circumstances 
of the controversy, you should consider his appointment an in- 
sult. The object of the nomination was explained as it seemed 
to me, sirt with simplicity in the letter of Miss A. informing you 
of it, and in mine of the 29th ; however, I have not yet mentioned 
this suggestion of yours to Miss A. because it appears not 
likely to facilitate our meeting, and might intimidate her more 
than myself. 

I was deputed by her to receive your proposals for settlement 
on the basis of the Award ; and as Mr. E. introduced his commu- 
nication to Miss A. by saying that you did not consider any pe- 
cuniary compensation as recommended, the question of the com- 
petency of your offers would compel us once more to advert to 
the coi]fstruction of the Award. If you at fir^t thought^ sir, that 
course sufficient, before your inquiries into the nature of the com- 
pensation and the successive answers of the Referees more and 
more explicit, it was natural for Miss A. to imagine that you must 
since have received a different imptessiop of the subject ; and 
that her agent would not now have to inquire into the sufficiency 
of former^ instead of receiving new proposals.. It' is not com- 
mon for a party whose clahite have been determined by a judg- 
ment,^ again to set them loose at the pleasure of the other. Nor 
can Miss A. whose intention was only to give you a discharge on 
almost any terms you might propose, consent to a fruitless inqui- 
ry into the sufficiency of offers, that in her opinion offered noth- 
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ing. Ob this subject therefore, sir, the nature of the ca^e pre- 
Tents our conference. If you think of anj other point, about 
which we may profitably debate, your suggestion will receive the 
most deliberate consideration from your humble servant, 

J. SAVAGE. 

P.S. I have this moment, noon, received yours of this morn* 
ing, and will attend to its contents, and give you, sir, the earliest 
information of the result. 

The next step in the process of this business, was the following 
letter. 

DB. HORSE TO MB. SAVAGE. 

Nov. ID, 1813. 

Sir, 

Owing to the indefinite ne^ture of your instructions, and 
the corresponding course, which our discussions have in conse- 
quence taken, they are not, as I can perceive, likely in this course 
to be brought to any definite or satisfactory is^ue. ']f o bring them;; 
if possible, to such an issue, and thus correctly to close for ever 
this long controversy, waving what has past, and also my proviso. 
I will meet you, on the ground of Miss A's prbpQsition» in her 
letter of Sept. 14th, which is expressed in these words, ^< If you 
will consent to meet an agent to mak^ a final settlement on the 
basis of the Award already given, I will most cheerfully accede 
to the proposal/^ If Miss A. adheres to her proposition, and will 
give you corresponding instructions, definitely in writingj I will* 
meet you at any time, that shall be mutually convenient. An 
early answer is requested, by your humble servant, 

• J. MORSE. 

MB. SAVAGE TO DB. MOBSE. 

Boston; Nov; 12, 1813. 

Rev, Sir, 

The nature of my instructions seems to have been suffi- 
ciently definite to close the controversy between yourself and 
Miss Adams, if any proposal of terms for settlement had been 
made by you, of which the suggestion of a single on^ in any in- 
terview or letter is not recollected ; and ,the consequent course 
of our discussions has not been definite and satisfactory, because 
jour view of the obligation imposed by the Award is so widely 
different from that of Miss A. and of the arbitrators. The re- 
sult I foresaw after my long conference at your house, and the 
inext day expressed my fears to Miss Adams, that all the good 
I h^d done was, to ascertain that none could be done. 

In consistency with the terms of Miss A's letter, I have met 
you, sir, to make a final settlement on the basis of the Award, 
and have been ready and willing to give you a release and dii- 
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charge from her of all claim to any pecnniarf compensation w- 
tended bj it. Such instructionB I had from that lad j, and I con- 
tinue ready to receive any proposal from you, and thereapon to 
execute my trust by giving you an acquittance on any terms 
you desire, not contradictory to the intention of the Referees 
and the honour of Miss A. If this should be deciined» because 
my instructions are not anew put into writing, being already con- 
tained in her epistle to you, I shall be at a loss to construe such 
a course of proceeding, as any thing other than evasion, a con- 
struction so derogatory to your character, that it must be very 
reluctantly adopted by, sir, your most obedient servant, 

J. SAVAGE. 

DB. MOBSE TO MB. SAVAGE. 

Not. is, ISif. 

Sir, 

Tours of the 12th is received. Miss A's proposal 
to me^ which 1 have accepted, was» to appoint an agent to 
*^ meet me, and make a final settlement on the basis of the 
Award already given.'^ It was her intention, I presume, it cer- 
tainly was mine, (the terms of the proposal indeed will admit of 
no other interpretation) that our negotiation should be conductedi 
viva voce, not by written correspondence. This latter I had 
declined, when formerly proposed by Miss A* herself^ both be- 
cause I had not time for it, and because it would not be likely to 
accomplish the object intended. This mode of discussion, by 
writing, and for the same reasons, I still must decline with her 
agent. I have accordingly made no reply to any statement in 
your written communications. I am ready to answer verbally* 
If you are disposed to atlow me the opportunity^ We have had 
one meeting, the result of which is contained in the writing yoti 
left with your signaturet and my reply. This I consider ks the 
whole progress we have made. If you, sir* think this terminates 
your agency, and your instructions will permit you to proceed 
BO further I certainly can have no control over your principal, or 
lier agent. I can only say, that I did not understand your instruc- 
tions to be thus limited ; nor when you left my house, did I sup- 
pose that you considered our negotiations terminated, nor did 
you, to my recollection, intimate any thing of the kind at the time ; 
I have since repeatedly requested you to meet me, for the pur- 
pose of continuing our discussions upon^ the Award, which, though 
we might in the outset differently understand, we might in the 
issue find an interpretation, in which we might agree, and thus 
amicably make a final settlementf of this long, very frivolous, 
and hurtful controversy. If your instructions will pot permit 
you to do this, and you are forbidden to proceed further, they 
are, ia giy view at least, at variance with Miss A's own proposal 
to me, fad which I have accepted. It rests with yoQ and your 
princijpid tp say, whether or not our discussions are now termi- 
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nated on the basis of the paper you left me with your signature, 
and my reply ; or whether they shall be continued for the pur- 
pose of coming, if practicable, to an issue, whhic shall be mutual* 
Jy satisfactory* 1 wait your reply. Yours, &c* 

J MORSE. 

lUL SAYAGS TO 9B. MORSE. 

Bo8TOK» Nov. ir» 18t3. 

Rev. Siff 

Your preference of negotiation, viva voce^ to written cor- 
respondence, was certainly reasonable, while any definite point 
remained for discussion ; but I do not perceive any on which our 
discussion can tend to a settlement. In my conference of more 
than four hours and a half with you, the result of which is in writ- 
ing with our respectire signatures, the progress we made satisfied 
me, that no further progress under my agency was attainable. 
My powers were so little limited, that no possible extension of 
them could enable me to act otherwise. Miss A. appointed me 
to meet you, and make a final settlement, and the requisite au« 
thorky -was necessarily implied in the commission ; but not hav- 
ing received any proposals from you, I could not adjust the 
terms alone. 

I really did not intimate, but directly declared, that our nego^ 
tiation appeared to me to be closed, hy the manner in which you 
▼i^wed your obligation under the Award, and the course alleged 
as a fulfilment of it. You answered, that we might talk over the 
matter further, or to that effect. While your view of the subject 
remains the same as when we parted at Cbarlestown, however, 
our further talking would not lead to an adjustment ; but shoutd 
yeu have any proposals to make on the basis of the Award, I 
will meet you with pleasure to discuss them. Till then, sir, our 
negotiation seems useless. Whether our disenssions, therefore,» 
are now terminated on the basis of the paper left with you, must 
remain for your own determination. 

The controversy, I agreed with you, had been hurtful ; but 
that it was frivolous, I never suspected. If the epithet, however, 
' belong to the manner, in which attempts have been made to close 
it, your judgment, sir, will exonerate from the censure the la- 
bours of your humble servant, 

J. SAVAGE. 

DB. MOBSE TO MB. SAVAGE. 

CbablsstoWn. 1^0 v. t9# 1815. 

Sir, 
^ tTpon the Award of the Referees, of May 11, 1809, you claim 
for Miss A. as her Agent, ^* hypothetically,^' 8100 a year since 
the publication of her History Abridged, without pretending to 
determine whether it be more or k$Sp as you had never consider* 



162 

ed any of the elements of which the liquidation should be made ; 
and jrou add, that as to the amount, I might reply any thing to 
the sum, which you had Msumedf and should it be a dollar^ you 
ahould certainly agree. And this statement was made by you, 
after I had requested you to demand the full amount of her just 
claims* 

This very vague and indefinite claim, you founded on the sup- 
posed facts, that Dr. P. and myself had not withdrawn our His- 
tory from competition with Mias A's, nor mac^e her reasonable 
ofiers of compromise, in conformity to the Award. I replied, 
that I had, in full and faithful compliance with the Award, made 
Miss A. " reasonable offers of compropaise," which she had re- 
fused ; and denied, that any pecuniary compensation was award* 
ed by the Referees ; and that I was ready to have the correct- 
ness of these opinions tested, by three impartial judges. 

We have made no attempts, by a careful and candid examina- 
i tion of the Award, to ascertain which of our diverse opinions, is 

correct, or to etkci the compromise recommended by ihe Refer- 
ees. Perhaps such an examinatton^ together, of the Award, 
might result in an agreement' and final settlement. At least, we 
cannot determine that it would not, . till we shall have made the 
trial. Your good sense, sir, and fairness of mind, will not per- 
mit you to insist on taking for granted the very point in contro- 
. versy, viz. that Dr. P. and myself do owe Miss A. something, 
even though it should not be more than a <* doUarf" or even a 
peppercorn ; and, to ctssume what we deny, that the only ques- 
tion for us to decide, is the amount — ^this course certainly c«i 
never be justified on the ground of fair and honourable dealing. 

} , I am now ready,' sir, and have been so ever since your appoint- 

menti candidly to discuss the Award with you, in view of all the 

helps afforded us for a right understanding of it, for the purpose of 

ascertaining whether, in its fair construction, it requires of Dr. P. 

* and myself, any pecuniary compensation, or in any other respect 

lays us under any obligations, which have not by us been honour- 

9 \ ably fulfilled. 

If your instructions do not authorize you to enter on such a 
discussion, they are certainly defective, because, in no other way 
can we arrive at a fair adjustment of our differences. Aiid if Miss 
A- shall refuse to give you such instructions, I must, of necessity, 
(though it will be with reluctance,) infer, that she, or rather her 
advi8er8,have no sincere desire to have this long controversy fair- 
ly and honourably terminated ; and that all further correspondence 
and discussion between us, will be useless. I wait your reply, and 
am your obedient servant, 

J.MORSE, 
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MK. SAVAGE >ro DB. MOBBB. 

I BosTOV>Nov.S2, Igld. 

Hev.Sir, 

When I was appointed bj Miss Adams to meet jou, to bring 
the controversy to a final settlement, she gave me no instractions 
to make any demand on you. I expected to receive your propo- 
sals^ and therefoff if they were consistent with the judgment of 
the Referees, and the honour of Miss A. to give you a discharge 
for any pecuniary compensation intended by the Award. 

You must allow me^ sir, to amend an error in your last, and to 
say, that I have made an attempt, in conversation at your house, 
by a careful and candid examination of the Award, to ascertain 
which of the diverse opinions, yours or Miss A's, was correct* 
That examination I pursued, until a fair adjustment from further 
discussion was not to be expected. ^ 

I once more advert, unwillinglyt to your suggestion of complin 
ance with the Award, by reasonable oSers of compromise, through 
Mr. E. but you calPmy attention again to that proceeding. Mr* 
E. in hisletter to F. D. Channin o, Nov. 9, 1809, the correspon- ^ 

dence netween whom, at the time of my conference with you, I 
had not seen, and never desired, as you may recollect my saying, 
to study what could be of no use to me in the object of my agen- 
cy, that seemed only to require me\ to receive yoiit proposals and 
sign a discharge. Mr. E. in his letter says ; <^ I have no remem- 
brance of ever making any. verbal otfer, or proposal to Miss A. in 
behalf of Dr. Morse.". All, then, which he proposed from you, 
was in writing. He writes to Miss A* that you did not consider 
any pecuniary compensation recommended, that you wished for 
a friendly conference with her alone, or ib company with some 
friend of both parties, to make the compromise recommended, and 
concludes with offering his own assistance. To decline the 
assistance of Mr. E. Miss A. had particular reasons, which she ex- 
plained to himself. But, sir, 1 can hardly consider .seriously, 
the friendly conference and kind words, that might have pa8sed,N 
in which you would, of course, have eiyoyed so vast a superiori- 
ty, to be alleged as the substantial and valuable recompense, con- 
templated by the Referees, as due to the other party* A fiur- 
ther reference to this subject may seem unnecessary. If it is a sat- 
isfaction to yourself, sir, it has answered the best part of its pur- 
pose. 

That you did owe Miss A. something, good sense and fairness 
of mind would compel any agent to insist on taking for granted ; 
and fair and honourable dealing, I thought, must assume that the 
only question to be decided was the amount. The fair construc- 
tion of the Award, in view of all the helps afforded for a right un- . 
derstanding of it| seemed difficult to be. missed; and when the 
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coBcloftioii was <Mhatyeu equitablj owed Miss Adamb a aub- 
ataotial and valuable recmnpense,'' in me it would have been pre- 

^ aomptuoni to agitate an j other topic than the quantum of that re- 

' compenae. But this MisB A« determined to leave altogether to 

yoorself. She had previousljr informed you, air, that ahe was 

f indiShrerit to the teroia ; that ahe desired your compliance with 

the Award, more for yonr sake than her own. For her mental 
aoflfertngs from this controversy, no recompense can be aflRiwded. 
» These she most forgive, and endeavour to forget. But for any 
Bubatantial compensation ahe was willing to release yon, even by 
the receipt of a peppercorn, when you propose that payment. 
f Mias A« did not renew this correspondence on the Award. 

, * She had long ceased, sir, to expect aliy recompense ; nor has my 

experience led 0ie to hope, that any good can arise from our fur* 

i ther discnssioOf verbal or written. You assert, that nothing ii 

doe ; Miss A. will never make any demuid. May not, then, the 

} anbject sleep? If however, you are atill aelicitoua for a more 

amicable adjostment, you may offer any written propositions, sir, 
for that porpose, and they will be considered with promptness ; 
and in tne directions of Miss A. upon them you may be assured 
of the ready acquiescence of your most humble servant/ 

J. SAVAGE. 

r 

The preceding correspondence seems to require a few, and but 
^^ a few, explanatory remarks. 

1st, Mr. Savage denies, in behalf of his principal, that the 

** offers of compromise,'^ which I made to Miss A« by Mr. E. sat' 

. isjied the requisition of the Award ; because ^* friendly conference 

^ and kind words,'' could not be considered as '< the substantial 

and valuable recompense, contemplated by the Referees, as due 
Miss A/' and because <<Mr. E. made no verbal^** but only a 
, > ^^ written offer of compromise to Miss A.'* in my behalf. The lat- 

ter objection can require no reply. To the former, I answer, my 
^ '* offers of compromise" made by Mr. E. did by no means imply, 

that ** friendly conference and kind words,'' were all that Miss 
A. was to expect from Dr. P. and myself; if more were justly 
her due from us. By this '* friendly conference, and these kind 
words," we were to ascertain whether any thing more was due. 
2. The word << compromise," does not imply *^ pecuniary com- 
pensation," nor <^ substantial and valuable recompense," of any 
kind. In this assertion I am supported by all lexicographers 
of the first authority, and by many of the ablest jurists and phi- 
lologists in our country. These written << o^ers of compromise," 
made at my request, by Mr. E. were, therefore, in the opinion of 
the gentlemen above alluded to, a literalf honourable and complete 
fulfilment of the Award, according to its fair construction. The 
Awardt I considered, as the only rule to guide us in the settle- 
ment of this controversy with Miss A. The explanations of the 
Referees were of no other authority^ than those of other men. 
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3. NeHlier the A.ward ifa^If, nor jet ilte extraordinary 
iiiterpretation given of it, by the Referees, in their letter t6 
me of the 27th of April, 18)3, authorized Mr. Satagb ti^as- 
sumef as an iocontrovertibie fact, that pecuniary recompense 
was adjudged to be doe Miss A. and that the only ^* topic to be 
agitated by us was the quantutn of that recompense." As to the 
Award, after reading it, and the documents which follow It, I can 
hardly suppose, that any man will risk his character^ as a scholar, 
or as a man of common sense and understanding, by asserting 
that, in the fair construction of language, it adjudges to Miss A* 
frbm Dr. P. and myself, any pecumary compensation whatever/' ^ 
The Referees themselves say expressly, in their explanatory let- 
ter above alluded to ; *^ We did not say it should be in money .^^ 
Nor does the Award, or even the explanation of it now under con- 
sideration, declare determinately and absolutely, that any other 
substantial compensation is due Miss A. from us. The Award 
itself certainly does not. And though the clause in the explana- I 

tioD, which is so confidently relied on by Mr. Savage, as sup" ^^ 

porting his ground* seems, when taken by itself^ and discpnnected 
from tke Award, to favour his pretensions i yet the explanatory 
sentences, which immediately follow, interpreted by the Award 
as a rule, if they have -any meaning, effectually destroy all its 
certainty, and leave in doubt, not only the amount of the ** sub^^ 
stantial and valuable recompense drte Miss A. for our interfe* ^ 
rence with her work,'' and the ^^form^* in which this recompensef 
if any be due, shall be made ; but even the fact, whether any 
such recompense is equitably due Miss A. from us. What other 
meaning can be given to this sentence, which immediately follows 
the one quoted and relied on by Miss A* *^ We did not estimate ^ 

the amount, because we did not know how much she had suffer*' 
ed.** Did the Referees knpw ; were they certain, that she had 
*' suffered'' from us in any such degree, as to constitute a founda- 
tion for %just claim on us for any sort of ^^ substantial and valua- 
ble recompense?'' I think I am authorized, from their own ex- 
pressions to say, they had no such absolute, certain knowledge ] 
of the fact here stated* In their Award they say, in view of 
ALL her sufferings from us, which had come to their knowledge^ 
'^ The undefined nature of Miss A's claims, may produce honest 
diversity of sentiment. The transaction, like many other moral 
concerns, may take its true character from circumstances, views 
and motives, not appearing in evidence, &c." Such is the lan- 
guage of the Referees, concerning Miss A's ^* sufferings,'^ diuA 
** cUiims ;" and if this is not the language o{ doubt and uncertain" 
ty, I know not what language can be. I am then justified in as* 
serting, that the Referees have left undecided the fact, whether or 
not nCiss A. has actually suffered any thing from Dr. P. and my- 
self, for which she is entitled to compensation ; as well, as the 
** amount,** if she has suffered, and the ^^forrn of compensa- 
tion :" all are left doubtfulMy the Referees; all were *Meft to 

22 
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the parties to adjust." Such is my opinion. If so, Mr. Sav- 
age s assumption was unauthorized ; his ground was untenable.^ 
3. Mr. Sayagb speaks of Miss A's *^ mental sufferings from 
this controversy.*' They doubtless have been great, and may 
be even greater still. But whether these sufferings are to be as- 
cribed to the injuries she has received from Dr. P. and myself, 
in the instances alleged ^ or from her own conduct in originate 
iog this controversy by , her groundless complaints ; from her con- 
stant refusals, amicably and hoik^urably to terminate it ; and from 
a consciousness of the injuries she has done me, by permitting 
my adversaries to use her complaints, in the manner they have 
done ; I am willing the public should decide. I am not conscious 
of having been the faulty occasion of any of her sufferings. 

To the lifcst letter from Mr. Savage, I made no written reply. 
Our views of the basis on which we were to negotiate, #ere so 
iBi|ch at variance, that it was impossible we should proceed a sin- 
gle step.^ I foundy to my smcere regret, that this attempt ami- 
cably and justly to close this controversy, like all my former at- 
tempts, was to prove abortive. I foresaw that such must be the 
isstte»iwhen the jiroviso in my proposal was rejected by Miss 
A* Which party in the controversy, was the faulty cause of 
aucfa an issue^ in this instance, the public will determine. 

Several interviews, subse<^uent to the date of Mr* S's last let- 
ter took place between him and myself, the object of which, on 
my part, was to induce him to obtain, if practicable, different and 
more definite instructions from Miss A. under which we might 
yet settle and terminate this controversy, and prevent an Appeal 
to the public. He finally, on the 22d of December, informed me, 
that no other instructions would be given by Miss A. and thus 
Ihis attempt at negotiation terminated. 

I now resolved, as my last resort, previous to an Appeal to 
the public, which I considered the lastf to address a letter to 
Miss Adams, for the purpose of frankly and fully laying before 
her my feelings and views, in respect to her whole conduct in 
this affair, and to give her one other opportunity amicably and 
honourably to adjust and terminate our differencesT. Accord- 
ingly, on the 31st of Jan. 1814, 1 wrote her the following letter, 
whiph she received the 2d of February. 

* I here take the opportanity to state, that it was not very fair in Miai Adams, if 
she did it (and if not» in those who did) to select and publish in her Bepbf to mj 
•Appeal, thu singular declaration of the Referees, by itself, without the following ex- 
planatory sentences. The whole read together, and in connection with the Award 
itself (which every other person has as good a right to interpret as the Referees 
themselves) would leave a very different impression on the mind, from that which 
was made, by the tihjfie, detached clkuse, which was selected. The purpose for 
which this was done, is as obvious,' as it was 4i9honQuraNC' A' 
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ClSARLBSTOWN, JAV. 31, 1814. 

Madam, 

I have waited to know from you, through Mr. SatAoe/ 
whether you would give him, as your agent, such ample and defi- 
nite instructions, as might enable^ us properly to terminate our 
controversy* He has informed me, that he had received no such 
i^istructions from you. This last effort, therefore^ amicably to 
effect a <^ compromise'' of our differences, on fair and equitable 
principles, in conformity to the recommendation of the Jleferees^ 
I consider as having terminated and failed. 

In this state of things, I owe it to you and inyself) frankly and 
explicitly to state to you, the view I am, compelled to entertain 
of your conduct toward me, in the complaints which you have so 
freely, extensively, and perseveringly uttered against me, and 
which, fio far a^ your influence could give them effect, have 
proved injurious to my character. 

I address you, as sustaining .the profession and character of a 
Christian ^ ^nd it is my intention, that you shall find nothing in 
my address incompatible with a Christian spirit. If the facts I 
state shall give you pain, they ought not to give you offence. 
, I begin with stating, that your complaints against me, as I be- 
lieve, have never had any foundation in truth ; they originated 
wboliy in mistake, and misconception of facts on your part; and 
have been continued and magnified, through unreasonable and 
unchristian prejudices, generated by these misconceptions, and 
fostered by those, who have had an interest in lessening my 
influence, and have avowedly been engaged to effect that object. 
Had you, in conformity to the plain directions of the Saviour, 
whose laws you profess to regard, made known to me your com- 
plaints, in ttje first instance, and not to others, my enemies, they 
would have been instantly removed, and your mind relieved. 
This great and palpable error in your conduct has produced for 
yourself, for me, and for our respective friends, vety painful 
evilR^ unchristian alienations, evil surmisings, much evil speaking, 
and a great waste of precious time*. ^ 

I understand that yon have often, to my friends, professed rcr 
spect for my character ; and you have many times, in your let- 
ters to me, and in conversation with others, expressed cpncerfi 
for my reputation. Tou will judge. hoW I am constrained to 
view these professions and this concern, after you shall have 
read, what I am now about to state, for your serious considera- 
tioH» 

Tou have freely uttered your complaints against me ; I have 
listened to them, and to the ne plus ultra of condescension and 
regard to your feelings and interests, endeavoured to remove 
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them. I shall iiow» io my torD» uttar my complaints ; and I ad- 
dress them to you directly, in the only way io which I am per- 
mitted to do it, by letter. If you are satisfied that they are just, 
you will promptly redress them, by giviug me Christiao satkfiic- 
lion* If not just, you will tellme wherein I err. 

1. My first complaint, which has already been intimated, is, 
that when you conceived you were wronged by the publication 
of our Compendious History of New-England, you did not imme- 
diately express to me your feelings, either personally, or by let- 
ter, that I might have had opportunity to redress your supposed 
wrongs, or to satisfy you that none were inUnded, nor yet aetuaU 
Iv done you by me. Our former acquaintance authorised you to 
do this } and the literary services, which (in a letter you wrote 
Mr. HiooiNsoff, Dec. 27, 1808.) you acknowledged you had re- 
ceived from me, laid you under obligations to do me this act of 
justice. The law of Christ also, Matth. xviii. is explicit on this 
subject J this law I conceive, you have violated ; and by your 
constant refusal of a personal uiterview, for the explanation of 
the subjects of difference between us, you have persevered in 
its violation. 

2. I complain of your design in the only interview you had 
with me on the subject of your supposed wrongs ; an Jnteryiew 
sought by yourself. This design was cot^essedly insidious* 
Ton asked me a question for a purpose, which you did not in- 
tend I should percefve, which I did not perceive, and which, had 
I known at the time, would probably have prevented all the evils 
which have grown out of this affair, xou authorized your 
attorney (F. D»Cha.nnino, Esq.) to state to the B.eferees, in 

Four behalf, and he did it, that ** your question to me, Whether 
was willing you should make an Abridgment of your Summary 
History ?" was not to obtain my consent^ but to discover wh^hr 
er your rights would be at all respected by Du Parish and my' 
sey.**^ By this you evidently leave us to infer, that you at the 
time of asking the quealion, doubted whether Dr. P. and myself** at 
all respected your rights." Your question indicated no suck 
doubt in your mind ; nor did you, by any other expression during 
the interview, convey io me any such idea, or that you were at all 
hurt on account of our publication, A quite different impression 
was left on my mind by your question, which I answered frankly, 
accordine to its obvious import, I did not suspect you capable 
of such tnsidiousness9 as you have acknowledged. I leave it 
to you to justify such conduct to your own conscience; to rec* 
oncile it with the requirements of the Gospel, or to confeas your 
fault. 

8. My third complabt i^, and it is a more serious one still, that 
you have grossly, mistated and misrepresented what passed be- 

^ See this doeument in iti pUwe» p. 97. 
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iween us, at the interview just mentioned* Your aceounti of tbit 
intervievr are unfair; jou state things of fhaterial importance, 
which never padsed between us, and omit others, of like import- 
ance, which did ; and thas have made tip' a statement, calculated 
to make, and which has actually madet a totally false, and very 
injurious impression, on those who have read it. 

The charge of unfairness will be supported by a comparison of 
your different accounts of this interview, made in your letter to 
Mr. Shaw, and in your statement to the Referees. Theform^^ 
which was privatet written on purpose to be circulated and with" 
otU my knowledge^ and which, with great diflSculty, I, at last^ ob- 
tained, contains several material assertions adapted to make very 
nnfavoucable impressions, which are omitted in the latter. This 
looks as if y^ were willing to have circulated in secret^ what you 
Were yet udw>Iling should meet my eye $ what you would not 
pledge youraelf to support before the Referees. And you saj 
also in yodrJetfer to Mr. Bates (of Oct. 30, 1812,) in order to 
satisfy me, through him^ as to the contents of that letter, and to 
prevent my further search for it, that It ** is essentially the same, 
that was inspected by me, and the Referees. You would not 
haverisked such an assertion, I presume, had you possessed, at 
the time, a distinct recollection of both documents. 

You state things of material importance, which never passed 
between us. In your letter to Mr* Shaw, you say, " I inform- 
ed him (Dr. M.) ttiat I began my History /or the use of schools,^ 
though the weakness of my eyes obliged me to print it in a less 
condensed form, than I had intended**' You intimate nothing 
of this in'the preface to your Summary History, where we might 
have expected it $ nor in your statement to the Referees ; nor 
did you ever to me in conversation or otherwise; nor did I know 
the fact, till I obtained and read your letter above named a few 
weeks ago. You proceed, <* I informed him, that I was now pre- 
paring to execute my original design ; that my situation render- 
ed it necessary for me to write for a support ; that I apprehend- 
ed this work would hinder the sale of those copies of my History 
which I still had on hand, as well as prevent my publishing the 
Abridgment^ which I had already sketched out.'' Nothing of all 
this was said at the interview, except the observation, that you 
had for some time contemplated abridging your 8vo. History, and 
bad already sketched out a plan of such Abridgment, or words to 
that effect. Our interview lasted but a few minutes. There 
was not time for half yon have stated to have passed. You add, 
^ He endeavoured to soothe my mind by complimenting my pub- 
lications, and said, he did not think his work would interfere with 
mine.'^ The charge of flattery here made, and more explicitly 
in the^ statement to the Referees, I utterly deny. If I said any 
thing in commendation of your publications, of which I have not 
the slightest recollection, I sua it sincerely, as your friend, wiHi 
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no intention of giving you unmerited praiie. Your mind oauBt at 

this time have been strangely prejudicedy to have induced you 

I thus to have perverted my words, if words were indeed i/ttered 

to be thus perverted. 'Nothing to my recollection was said of 
my work's mterfering with the sale of either of yours. It would 
indeed have been incongruous with other things, which you state 
to have passed. 

You proceed, ** I then asked him" (you omit to add '^ insid- 

iojialy^* as you have since stated) ** whether he was willing I 

should go on with my Abridgment ?'' He answered, ^' Ptrfecily 

willing^ and he wished to encourage the undertaking.'^ Here 

•v * let it be remembered, you admit that / " respected your rights," 

and was at least professedly desirous to promote your undertak- 
ing. This question of yours, and my reply, as you state them, 
except the last clause, I perfectly recollect. I remember also, 
that with this very question you introduced the conversation ; and 
f that after my reply, as above^ you stated that you bad for some 

^ time contemplated an Al)ridgment of your Summary j^istory, and 

i had commenced it, but Uia,t you did not wish to interfere with 

our work. It was in consequence of this last observation of 
your», that I observed to you, that as Mr. Parish was concern- 
ed with me in the work, it might be proper to consult him on the 
• subject, and to obtain his consent ; You replied^ " certainly, I 
wish you to do t^'' I promised you I would consult him, and 
f inform you of the result, an I did afterward by letter* On this 

we parted. > 

These last enumerated facts, which are very material, and which 

comprise the substance of our conversation, you have wholly 

4 omitted, both in your letter to Mr. Shaw, and m the statement 

to the Referees. For what purpose^ you can perhaps inform me. 
Of this omission I have reason to complain ; as bad you stated 
these facts, they would have accounted for my letter to you, which 
has been made the subject of such bitter complaints. It would 
have then appeared, that my letter was written at your request^ 
and in fulfilment of my engagement to you. Aud if the part 
which recites Dr. Parish* sopinionf which you wished me to 
obtain for you, was not agreeable to you, your candour should 
have at least exonerated me, as I expressed, in the same letter, 
my own opinion /at^otirable to your wishes. But how widely dif- 
ferent was your conduct ! You proceed, 

^'Notwitbiitanding this assurance** (I gave you no ^' a^stir- 
ance'^ but that I would consult Mr. Parish as above stated) 
'< soon after his History was out of the press," [It was ^^ out of 
the press" before our interview,] I received a letter from him, 
stating Mr. Parish's objections to my publishing, of which I en- 
close you a copy/' ( why did you not state to Mr. Shaw, in 
this j^lace^ that you requested me to procure for you Mr. Parishes 
og^mqn ?) ^^ Tliis so much agitated and distressed my feelings^ 
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,that t was unable to proceed in mj Abridgment, until I wds en« ^ 

couraged bj the friends whom I consulted on the subject." [The 
" agitation and distress'' and " delay" of your Abridgment lasted 
just one month, from Oct. 12, 1804, when you received my letter ; 
to the 12th Nov. following, when Dr. Pabish called on you, and 
<< saiiBJied^^ you ! !] *< I could not bear the idea of appearing arro- ^ 

gant and presumptuous by writing,after Mr. Parish deemed it im- 
proper; and was, besides, intimidated by the idea that if I proceed- * 
ed in my design, I might ^' provoke" the R^v. gentlemen to make 
another Abridgment. limagined that Dr. Morses notwitkstand* 
inghis late declarationy was averse to my publishing ; but that he 
chose rather to have th^ objections appear in Dr. Parish's name, , ' 
than hi$ own. I concluded, therefore, instead of answering his , 
letter, to give the latter gentleman a true statement of my circum- 
stances, and the motives that induced me to write for the press. I en- 
close a copy of my letter. When I was in town last atitumn,'* [why % 
did you not say, shortly after my letter to Mr. P. was written ? 
this would have given a more correct idea of facts,] <* Mr. Parish 
called on me,'' '[you should have here added, and' brought me 
a letter in answer to mine ; a copy of which you should have sent 
Mr. Shaw with yours^ ^* and informed me, that after he received 
my letter, his feelings were changed ; and that the objections he 
had made were owing to ignorance of my situation and views ; 
and since be knew the true state of the case, he sincerely wished 
me success in my Abridgment." [Why did you not improve 
this favourable opportunity to suggest to Mr. P. my wicked col- 
lusion with him, of which yon more than suspected me guilty? 
He might have satisQed you at the moment, as to the truth or 
groundlessness of your suspicion.^] ^'This interview acquitted 
him ik my opinion, and relieved my mind from a weight of anxie- 
ty, which injured my health, and retarded my publication ; (i.^» 
a whole m4}nth !!) ^* If Dr. M. had been kind enough to have giv- 
en his literary partner an account of iny situation and views, this 
might h^ve been jprevented. I cannot think that he did as be 
would have wishecT others, in a similar case» to have done by him, 
in putting his work to the press, without first apprizing me of his 
design ; and that he has treated me with that candour and gen- 
erosity, which my helpless sex and dependent situation lead 
me to expect from a gentleman. Christian, and public teacher."f 
In remarking upon this long, and very offensive paragraph, I 
hardly know where to begin, or how to restrain my feelings at 
your groundless, and, what shall I call them ? your unchristian 

* W6at he would have said to you, jroa may know from the followlDg^ extraet o£ft 
letter to me, written April 20, 1809, whiek was aubmitte^ to the Referees. 

** Folly persuaded I am, that if those persons, whcr entertain unhappy JealODsies re- 
specting your agency in the History of New«Enghind, kn&w as J aot the rUe and 
progrcMB of that tuork, and the diaj^titum y<m have ahowB mani/eeted respecting^ 
Mui9 Adatnsi their jeatousies would subside, and instead of accusing you^ they would 
be, as I am> my dear sir, most sincerely, your cordial friend, 

E. PARISH." 

t See the Bemarkt oa this letteri p. ^i Ice* 
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unioottions. I niraio giviag them the name they meriU The 
whole paragraph is calculated to make, and leave, a most false 
^. Bod. injurious impression oo the mind of the reader. . I have no 
wonder, since reading this letter of yours, written on purpose to 
be circulated privatehf^ that all who have seen it, aud believed 
your representations of my conduct, should have thought me a 
kind of Monster t and have shunned me as ^ such. Were your 
representations true, they would be justified in doing it. Afier 
all the attentions and services, I had cheerfully and grtftuitously, 
for a series of fifteen years, rendered you and your deceased pa- 
rent, (whose estate is now indebted to me,) I little suspected 
that in return for all my kindness, you were capable ofprtvaUly 
circulating such slanderous charges against me, and thus stabbing 
my character in the dark.^ Even had your charges been true, as 
they are false, and could they have been supported by the best 
evidence, as they are without anyt in this case you would, on 
Christian principles, have been wholly unjustifiable in prcipagat- 
log them in the manner you have done. It is not likely that I 
should ever have been permitted to see them, but for the circum- 
stance that your letter, the very one now before me, was put into 
the hands of one of my./ai^A/t«r friends, on purpose to destroy Aif 
eonjiienet in me,t who felt it to be her duty to inform me of your 

* Mitt Adftms in her letter to me (p. ISO.) from « high lense of gratitnde to ber 
fnentU^ for their kindaeai to her, manifetts' extreme sensibility, on aoeoant of my 
•* tejeetifu** apon them, as she was pleased to st^le them This il a virtae highlj to 
h% sommeiMled. It iroaki have evineed a cwuiatency pi eharaoter in Miss A. ia 
this respectf had she manifested the same grateful and commendable sensihilitj, 
while writing her letter to Mr. Shaw, In reference to the oharaeter of one, who had 
pf«babiy reMered her at maoj lerviee^ as aoy of her present friends, and who had 
40B6 BOthiag whieh eoald yuiOj he eonstrued in a way to impair such sort of obliga- 
tions, or render it improper to manifest similar lensibilitj.' How then most saeh di- 
reet contrary treatment be viewed by a eorreet mind \ 

t Since the above paragraph was written, and the first paragraph on p. S9. wti 
printed, an exphmation has taken plaoe, relative, to the facts stat^ in the paaattcs 
■Ihided to, the resolt of whieht as I am desirous of stating every thing eteact^, I thmk 
it proper here to mentions though the differences do not at all affect the points whieh 
these facts were introduced to establish. 
> Miss Adana had herself no hand in^Mdlug her leHerto Ut Shaw, te thia '* female 
Icitnd of mine'* for the purpose stated ; nor bad she any knowled|p at the time, that 
it was thus sent. Nothing of this kind is asserted by me, nor did 1 ever suppoie 
that sAe had done it, I taid «* it was sent ISm* by a person 'wAem / ceu&f name." This 
ia net exactly correct* M>y friend herteff tent for it, in conaeguehce of hearing the 
ftr»9fh ^ho I had supposed sent for it. state a part of its contents, which were eon- 
tradictoiy to statements whidh I had just made. l*he furpteet therefbre» for whieh 
m^Memd seut ler it« eoaM not be the one, whieh I have stated. Her design* 
•a I always supposed, was friend^. The truth is just this. Mrs. Morse and 
myaeH^ on a visit to thisyWencf of oott, just after the Reference, when our minds 
were impressed with the subjeet* stated to her pretty ndly the &ota in the ease. 
This was done in the hearing of **theter99n whom 1 could name," and who I sop- 
pdaed bad cent for Miss A's letter. This person had seen this letter in Boston, and 
was '.'surpriled" at the difference between my statement, and thai of Miss A. in thia 
letter. The mind of this person, as I have reason to conclude, preponderated in &• 
IFfNir of the eorreetneis of Misa A^s statement Be this so or not. Miss A's state* 
SMMt was anit for by •• my friend.*' She read tC i say (p. 29) that '*k had but a 
puptiai effeet on her foir and friendly mind." So 1 had apprehended. But I 
am now authorized to say» that it **gave her almost an entire different view of the 
tUbjeet," whieh lasted from July 1809, to Nov. 1S12, when an inspection of the docu- 
ments changed her mind on a single point only, respect! ig Dr. Parish Her 
ftill remaioi imprened m th« ■iMwr H owgaaHy waiia evtry other respect 
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charges.^ In this way, more than eigM years after it was writ^ 
ten, I came to the knowledge of your letter.* 

To show the total incorrectness of your statement, it is only 
necessary briefly to give the true one. 

The very short interview, of which you speak, took place in 
the crowd, as we were coming out of Thursday lecture* about 
the middle of Sept* 1804, just after our Compendious History 
was published, and advertised for sale. At this time, as you then 
told me, your Abridgment was unwritten; the "pHn of it only 
was sketched out." Immediately after our interview, a^ your re- 
questf I wrote Dn Parish, at^Byefield, received his answer, and 
on the 26th Sept. wrote you his objeclionSy at his request^ as is 
stated in my letter, which conveyed them to you. You receiv- 
ed my letter the 12th Oct. following, and the day after (the 13th) 
you wrote to Dr. P. which he did not receive till the 9th Nov. 
The 10th he wrote his ansvver, came down immediately after, 
showe^me his letter, (which I entirely approved) carried it to 
Boston^on the same day, and gave it to you himself, and by your 
own acknowledgment ^afi^^^ed ^ou of 4iis innocence, as to any in- 
tention to infringe your rights, or wound your feelings. I had 
not, at this time, the slightest suspicion, that I bad given ybu of-^ 
fence^ and therefore supposed all was welf. Nor, as respected 
the state of your mind toward me, had I any other idea, till 
more than/ot/r j^ear^ afterward. Such are the facts and circum- 
stances« out of which you have made your representation. It 
was in these circumstances, that you *Hmagined Dr. M. notwith- 
standing his late declaration," (a declaration which I had repeat- 
ed to you in my offensive letter) " was averse to my publishing,", 
(t.e. I expressed to you repeatedly^ what my heart did not feel, 
or, in plain language^ a deliberate falsehood) ** but that he chose 
rather to have the objections appear in Mr. Parish's pame than 
his oiFn" ! ! I I forbear to comment on this gross, most injurious, 
and totally groundless insinuation. It provokes language, which 
it does not become me to use to one of your sex. I will only ex- 
press my perfect astonishment, and deep regret, that a woman of 
yoi^r character, should have deliberately written such a sentence, 
(and that too shortly after your satisfactory interview with Dr* 
P.) of one, who was unconscious at the time of ever having giv* 
en you the smallest offence ; who never wronged you, but had 
done you many kindnesses $ and that you should have writtea 
this, moreover, for the express purpose of being shown among my 
respectable acquaintances, in order to excite their compassion, and 

I have onlj to add, that this letter was received by mr friend, under no ir^'tmction 
ofaecrety. Her own discretion led her to say to me, that she was *<not at hberty to 
show it to me ;" viewing me as a party, she Uidught it would be *' a breach Of confi- 
dence/' to put it into my hands. 

* I mean a knoivledge of its contents* 
23 
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draw forth their charity for you, as^an injured fvoman^ cnieUy 
deprived of your rights, your hard earned support ; and all tbia 
by me, a mihibter of thb gospel, who had no temptation to 
such oppression, but selfishness and avarice ! ! ! Such were the 
representations of my conduct toward you, made by Mr. HiG'- 
einrsoN, with your express approbation, to the Referees; repre* 
sentations probably drawn from the very letter on which I ara 
now commenting. No wonder your mind should be << agitated" 
when you seriously reflect on this treatment of one, who never 
injured you, or that you should be unwilling to see and converse 
with me on the subject ; or that you ahould so often have wished < 
to have no more said or written upon it« 

4. My fourth complaint is, that you have, in an unbecoming 
spirit and manner, refused, perseveringly, (probably through ill 
ravice) all overtures, on my part, to obtain an amicable explana- 
tion and adjustment of our differ^ nces* My overtures, by our 
mutual friend, Mr. E* you treated with a neglect, in my Mdinion^ 
irreconcilable with the spirit of Christianity, for more tffltn five 
months ; and then requested your agent to write me in a style of 
reproof, for having neglected to fulfil my duty to you ; and 
without any warrant from the Award of the Referees, to demand 
of me *< money" as a compensation {or the pretended injury done 
you by our History. This offensive application was made too^ 
at a time when it was known, that my health was extremely fee- 
ble ; when I was on the eve of my departure on a long journey, for 
my recovery ; and I had already as much care and solicitude, as 
I could sustain, f could consider it in no other light than as ad- 
ding cruelty to insult* 

Our correspondence, since Oct* 1812,'will show how you have 
treated subsequent overtures for the settlement of this frivolous 
controver&y. 

5. I complain of the manner in which you have written^ din& 
spoken of my treatment of you, to your friends, I have now be- 
fore me a letter of yours, to Mr* Higoinson* (which probably 
you never meant should meet my eye, though it was exhibited 
by Mr. H. to the Referees) dated Dedham, Dec. 27, lb08, in 
which you say, <^ It has been my uniform opinion that he, (mean- 
ing myself) has treated me ungenerously ; yet I am ready to 
admit the only apology I can make for him, which is, that he 
wants that delicacy of feeling, which would enable him io form 
an adequate idea, how deeply his conduct must wound the feel- 
ings of an helpless and DELiCAf s female." I am truly sorry 
that you shoilld have so far lost a sense of the delicacy belonging 
to your sex, as ta have penned such a sentence. Can you men- 
tion a single transaction of mine, correctly stated and understood, 
thit can justify you, in any degree, in writing thus concerning me T 
H^d you, in the spirit of a Christian, fra^ly told me wherein 
you felt yourself hurt at my conduct, you would have been pre- 
vented from doing me and yourself this injury. Till I received 
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this letter of yours to Mr. H. and that to Mr. Shaw, within a 
few weekSf I had no conception of what you had been doing to 
injure my character, and to excite and cherish the violence of 
my opposers, under the garb of sympathy for you. I had sup- 
posed you far more innocent, than I am now constrained to be- 
lieve you. My letter to the Referees (which they have my 
leave to put into your hands, if you have not already seen it,) 
will show you in what light I have been accustomed to view your 
conduct.* 

In this place I mention a fact, which I learn from the letter of 
Mr. H. just alluded to, vis. your sending him your letters, writ- 
ten to Dr. P. and myself at Beverly, but ^^ never sent to w«." If 
you thought it proper, by the advice of your friends, not to send 
these letters to ti«, and thus have given us an opportunity to an- 
swerf and satisfy yoiir complaints, at the time ; you had no Hgbt, 
on Christian grounds, nor on the ground of common justice and 
ci vilify, to send fhera to any other person ; especially to our. ene- 
mies, to use against us without our knowledge. I consider this 
conduct as altogether unjustifiable. Tour uniform error, in this 
business, has been, complaining to otherSy and. not to tis^ of your 
supposed injuries, and refusing all proffered explanations on our 
part. This has been the source of all the evils which have 
grown out pf this affair. 

You have not only written^ but have spoken to some of your 
friends (probably to many of them) in a manner, which has left 
wrong and injurious impressions on their minds, concerning my 
treatment of you. Particularly you have left on their minds dis- 
tinctly, by your representations, that I had liad in my possession 
your Abridged History of New-England, in MS. before mine ivas 
published^ and that I made a dishdnourahle use of it. In conse- 
quence, and on this account solely, some of tbese^persons, who were 
previously my friends, were alienated from me ; 'among these too 
were members of my own congregation, and church members. 
Similar impressions, I apprehend, must have been made on the 
mindsofMrs. Guild and her soh^ from whom came the story, or, 
to give it its proper name, the baseless and base falsehood ^ of 
which Dr. Holmes informed you in his letter of Aug. 15, 1805, 
and which you contradicted in your answer to him ; which false- 
hood, though a thousand times contradicted, is yet in extensive 
circulation as a truth* and is still believed by numbers, even in 
Boston, and am6ng your supporters and friends!!' I know not 
how to account for this conduct in you, that you should converse 
in such a nay* as to leave very injurious impressions concerning 
me, wbichy when j^o« yourself diVe called upon to explain, have 
been, bj^ j^oiir own dedarationSy entirely eflfaced. And this I 
know to have been the case in regard to more than one person. 
Is this ingenuous ? is it honourable to your Christian character ? 
I omit to mention some minor, yet important subjects of com- 
plaint, having already protracted this letter to a greater length than 
I intended. It affords me no gratification, it gives me much pain, 

*See p. 135. 
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to write you in the style of the foregoing letter. But I felt it to be 
my indispensable duty, as an injured man, and as a Christian min- 
ister, whose character, through your instrumentality and misrepre- 
sentations, has been grossly slandered, frankly and faithfully to 
state toyoUf for your serious consideration^ these my Complaints of 
your conduct. You will now have it in your power to remove the 
grounds of these comphints, by satisfactory explanations or con- 
cessions, in such manner, as shall effectually do «way all false 
impressions,* (impressions made by a correct statement of facts I 
fear not. I know they cannot injure my reputation with candid 
minds) on the mihds of your friends, and enable me to do the same 
in regard to mine, and thus repair, as far as you can now do it, tke 
injury you have done me. 

In regard to the Award, which has received so many different 
and opposite interpretations from the Referees and others, I will 
only say, that I consider myself as having hon6urably ful£lled 
every obligation to you imposed by the Award, when, immediate- 
ly after'it was given, I made you the overtures by our /mutual 
friend, Mr. E. and which you saw fit to reject. In this opin- 
ion I am supported by a large member of the ablest lawyers 
and divines in our country. All that I have since done, in or- 
defy if possible, to bring this business to a just and amicable 
issue, has been gratuitous on my part. In my last attempt 
to settle this controversy through your agent, Mr. Savage, I con- 
sidered (and my most judicious friends are all of the same opin- 
ion) " that I had eichausted the last drop in the cup of condescen- 
sion and conciliation." If an Appeal shall hereafter be made 
to the public, and a full history of our controversy, and of yooc 
conduct toward me, be laid before them, your refusal to do me 
justice, will have rendered necessary, on my part, so unpleasant a 
measure. To such a measure I have long been advised by judi- 
cious counsellors. I have forborne, till I had laid before you the 
facts and complaints contained in this letter. This is my last 
direct effort to settle the controversy with you. 

You are at full liberty to show this letter to your friends. lad- 
dress it to your sense of justice, and to your Christian feelings. 
You will answer, or remain silent ; I shall take my future course 
accordingly. I am, madam, with due respect, your humb. servt. 

J. MORSE. 

After waiting twenty days for a reply, I concluded Miss A. had 
determined to make none, and to treat this letter, as she had done 
my overture by Mr. E. with contemptuous silence and neglect. 
In consequence, I made^ and published the " Appeal^" which 
appears in the beginning of this pamphlet.- 

Here ends the history of a teit tears controversy with Miss 
H. Adams, on the subject of a supposed interference with her 
rights, the injury from which to her interests, she herself esti- 
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mates at ^^adollaRi" uncertaint however, whether even thi$ 
sum be ^^more or less" than its real amount ! ! I aco not sensible 
that a single fact or document j aecessarj to enable the reader to 
form a correct judgment on this controversy, has been omitted* 
If there be. any sucji omission, it has been unintentional on my 
part, and I shall be glad to have such omitted facts, or document 8;, 
supplied by Miss A. or her friends. 

The obvious nature of this controversy^ its long cpntinuance,' 
the diversity of shapes which it ha^ assumed, and the manner 
in which it has been managed by my adversaries, in prder to ac- 
commodate it to their purposes, together, furnish a sufficient apol- 
ogy for the frequent repetition of the same facts and reasoning in 
different stages of the controversy, and for any unimportant di- 
Tersity in the exhibition of these facts, occasioned by the differ- 
ent circumstances and connections, in which they have been in- 
troduced. Owing to these things, it has not been an easy task 
to prepare a faithful, perspicuous, ^nd full digest and history of 
this controversy. 

• I offer no apology for the style, shape, or length of this contra^ 
versy, or for the size of this pamphlet. The documents which it 
contaius, with few exceptions, were not written for the public eye ; 
were penned in haste ; and were the unstudied, unornamented utr 
terance of the feelings and sentiments of their respective authors, 
at the times in which they were written. In regard to the shape 
and length of this controversy, and the size of this book, I have 
had no choice left to me, > I have acted on the defensive^ 2iS cir- 
cumstances and duty from time to time seemed to me to require j 
and have made my book no larger than was necessary to com- 
prise a fair and complete history of what has been done. 

I have only to addy in view of the preceding facts an^ docu- 
ments, my 

1. From a candid and careful examination of the preceding 
documents and observations, I feel confident, that .there must 
result a conviction in the mind of every unprejudiced person^ 
who shall have given them such examination, that there nev- 
er has been any substantial ground for controversy between 
Miss A. and myself; that she has in fact suffered from Dr. 
Parish and myself^ no infringement of her rights ; no injury 
in her interests ; no diminution of her literary reputation i no 
-inattention or direspect, of which she has had any just reason 
even to complain, (especially after the explanations she has re- 
C€^ived from us ;) much less to found a claim on us for pecnnia^ 
iry or any kind of substantial and valuable compensation. I say 
this, in full belief that it is strictly the truth. 

2. From an examination of the documents relative to the Ref- 
ERENCB, to the Award of the Referees, their explanations of 
f heir own Award^ the explanations given by other gentlemen, and 
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all the proceedings, on my part» with a view to ascertain the true 
meaning of the Award, and honestlj, honourably, and faithfully 
to fulfil its requisitions, it will be found, I apprehend, that I stand 
fully acquitted before the public ; that I have done enough, and 
far more than could reasonably have been required, in the exist- 
ing circumstances, to satisfy the mind of Mm Adams, and the 
unauthorized demands of those who have advocated her cause* 
And that if there has been any misapprehension, on my part, of 
the real views and meaning of th^ Referees, it should be ascribed 
to the ambiguous, indefinite, inexplicit phraseology, which they 
have thought it proper to use in their Award, and in their sub- 
sequent explanatory communications; and not toany wantof dispo- 
aition in me, honourably to conform to their judgment. If their 
Award has not been correctly understood, and honourably sat- 
isfied, I feel conscious, thiat in this case, no blame can justly at- 
tach to me, and I trust also that the public will so judge. 

On these grounds, reserving to myself the right, should the 
exercise of it become necessary, to reply to any additional 
or contrary statements of Miss A. or her friends, I terminate, 
t>n my part, and/or ever quit, the controversy with Miss H anvah 
Adams. I leave her in the full and unmolested possession of 
all her rights ; with her interests unimpaired,^ and with all th« 
reputation she ever had ; except what she has s^en fit vohin* 
tarily to sacrifice, to Subserve her own personal interests, and the 
▼lews and designs o( my real adversaries in this controversy* 

3. If the premises stated in the two preceding articles be cor- 
rect, then, what I have uniformly asserted, will appear very evi- 
dent, viz. that the complaints and accusations of Miss Adams, 
and the pretended injuries she has received from Dr. Parish and 
myself, have never been the real cause of this controversy ; but a 
cover only, ingeniously and artfully fabricated, to conceal this 
cause, 

. 4. From the facts and documents contained in- the preceding ■ 
pagesi'the public, I apprehend, will be at no loss to determine 
what has been the sole operative cause of this controversy. This 
cause has indeed already been repeatedly alluded to,*)- and is none 
other, than the decided stand, which I felt myself conscientiously 
hound to make against that powerful and overbearing influence^ 
which was exerted in effecting the election of the Rev. Dr. Ware, 
io his present office ojHollis Professor of Divinity in the C/iit- 
versity at Cambridge, andwhichhas operated since in completing 
an important revolution in the religious character of that an- 
cient and venerable Institution. Had I not taken this stand, in the 
first instance, before the Board of Overseers ; nor afterward in my 
own defence published my ^^Trce Reasons" for opposing the 
election of Dr. Ware ; nor taken the active'part I did subequently 

• See p. 190. 
t See pages 27. 32, Note. S3. 36. 5S. 68. 7S, 93 «nd 135. 
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in the establishment of the Panoplist, and the Theological 
lNSTiTUTiON>at Andover^andin other measuresy which Iconceiv- 
ed to be important and necessarj for the defense of the assailed 
interests of what I consider Ifte orthodox faith ; there would^as I 
firmly believe, have been no controversy between Miss Hannah 
Adams and myself. There would have been no interruptiony 
on my part, of friendly offices to her, as an author, in the prepara** 
tion and disposal of her works. Her fears and complaints, which 
have been wrought^ up and magnified into such serious importance, 
would have early reached my ear, (rom herself directly, or from 
some friend, and been immediately removed. She would have 
needed neither the sympathy, nor the aid of those friends, who 
have, with no small trouble to themselves, and to others, and 
with some expense, voluntarily yielded her so much of both. 
And all the labour which has been employed, the time which 
has been wasted, and the guilt which has been incurred, in un« 
worthy attacks on my reputation, would have been spared. 

Such, as I have now expressed, was my opinion at the com" 
mencement of this controversy* I have been confirmed in its cor- 
rectness, by the facts which are now before the reader. In this 
opinion, the candid, unprejudiced portion of the public, who shall 
have examined these facts, I trust will agree with me. The con- 
troversy, in truth, is a great and important religious controversy, 
on points which affect the vital interests of Christianity. Theaf-^ 
fair of Miss Adams, and all other matters of the like kind, Which 
have .been got up and magnified into importance, have been made 
incidental merely ; means only to an end ; weapons of warfare, 
fabricated to wound an advocate of the orthodox faith, and through 
him, to wound the cause which he advocated- 

The unfairness, I may be excused, I think, in saying, the 
meanness^ of this mode of conducting an important controversy^ 
cannot bnt excite strong feelings of displeasure and indignation. 
«It is altogether unworthy of a fair and noble mind. It indicates 
that the ground, which requires to be defended by such weapons, 
and in^uch disguise, is indefensible hy.fair argumentation.^ If 
there must be a contention, a << striving together for the faith of 
the Oospel,'' which I conceive has become unavoidable, in conse- 
quence of the great and bold defection from this faith in this re- 
gion within a few years past, let it be. a fair and manly conten-' 
tion. Let the points in controversy be stated with clearness and 
precision. Let every combatant exhibit his true colors. Let 
none but the Christian armour be employed in the contest. Let 
a Christian spirit animate and govern the whole. From such a 
controversy we should have nothing to fear, but much to hope, in 
support of the cause of evangelipal truth. 

• 

* The preceding and subsequent remarks are to be understood and applied in thir 
manner, and irith the qualifications, prescribed In the NotCf p« 57, which the reader 
is requested here €o reperuse. 
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But a controversy conducted in this manner, on both sides, in 
respect to the great doctrines which now divide the religious pub- 
lic 10 this regio)], is rather to be wjshed, than expebted. It would 
indeed be a novelty in the history of the Christian church. The 
spirit of Arianisoi, or, which is the same thing, of Unitarianism, as 
it is now named, or of opposition to the doctrines of the Sacred 
TRiMTTf and the Divinitt of JEbus Christ, which, for many 
years past, has been gradually, and, after its usual manner, covertly , 
spreading in this portion of the Christian church, has not, in for- 
mer ages, been friendly to fair discussion ; and the facts now before 
us, and others which are well knowuy furnish no evidence that its 
character, in our times, and under its new name, is changed for the 
better. What this spirit was, we learn from Ecclesiastical His^ 
tory. MiLNER, one of the most laborious and faithful writers of 
this species of history, has exhibited a series of factSf to shcfw 
** what sort of fruit was anciently produced by Trinitarian^ and 
what by Afian principles ;'' and what kind of spirit animated the 
one and the other of these classes of Christians."* I shall here 
introduce a few facts from the history just mentioned, analogous 
to those which have been stated in the preceding pages, and 
which exhibit the spirit which is beginning to show itself openly 
and boldly among us. 

'^ The repeated attempts of the adversaries of Atbanasius at 
length so far prevailed in prejudicing the mind of the emperor, 
that he ordered a synod to be convened at Tyre, not to exam- 
ine the principles of the bishop, which even his adversaries had 
been obliged to admit ; but to institute an inquiry, whether various 
crimtSy with which be was charged, had been really committed. 

^' l^e heaviest crimes were charged upon Athanasius, rebel- 
lion, oppression, rape, and murder, fiut every thing appeared 
to be the result of malice. One case alone shall be mentioned, 
by which a judgment may be formed of all the rest. He was . 
said to have murdered Arsenius, a Meletian bishop; for proof of 
which the accusers produced a box, out of which they took a 
dead man's hand, dried and salted, which they affirmed to-be the 
hand of Arsenius, and that it was preserved by Athanasius for 
magical purposes. The Meletians charged Arsenius to conceal 
himself till they had effected their purposei The party of Euse- 
bius of Nicomedia spread the report through the Christian world, 
that Arsenius had been privately murdered by the bishop of AI-* 
exandria, and Constantine himself, overcome by incessant impor- 
tunities, was induced to order an inquiry to be made. 

Athanasius had learned by his own experience, that any accu^ 
sation against himself, however improbable, was likely to find nu- 

* The reader, who wishes to inform himself of these facts and of this afnrii, is re- 
ferred to Milner's Historjr of the Church, VoL II. chapters III. and IV. I would 
recommend tnese interesting and seasonable chapters strongly to the attention of all, 
who wish to understand this eontroyersy. See also Vol. I. p. 451, and i55. 
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merous and powerful supports. But Providence wonderfnlljr 
confuted this attempt. Ar^enius, notwithstanding the directions 
of the accusers to keep close, had privately conveyed himself tb 
Tyre, intending to be secreted there during the whole time of 
the synod. It 'happened, that some servants belonging to Arche- 
laus the governor heard a rumour whispered, that Arsenius was 
in town. This thev irnmediately told their master, who found 
him out, apprehended him, and gave notice to Athanasius. The 
Meietian tool unwilling to blast his employers, and feeling the 
awkwardness of his situation, at first denied himself to be Arse- 
nius. Happily Paul the bishop of Tyre, who knew the man, 
deprived him of that refuge. The day of trial being come, the 
prosecutors boasted, that they should give ocular demonstration 
to the court of the guilt of Athanasius, and produced the dead 
hand. A shout of victory rung through the synod. Silence be- 
ing made, Athanasius asked the judges, if any of them knew Ar- 
senius? Several affirming that they did, Athanasius directs the 
man to be brought into the court, and asks. Is this the man whom 
I murdered, and whose hand I cut off? Athanasius turns back 
the man's cloak, and shows one of his hands ; after a little pause, 
he puts back the other side of the cloak, and shows the other 
hand. ^* Gentlemen, you see, said he, that Arsenius has both his 
hands : how the accusers came by the third hand, let them ex- 
plain.'' Thus ended the plot to the shame of the contrivers. 

That any persons, who bear the name of Christ, should delib- 
erately be guilty of such villany, is grievous to think. But let it 
be remembered, th^t the real faith of Christ was opposed by 
those, who were concerned in this base act, and that enmity to 
the doctrine of the Trinity produced it. 'The story itself de- 
serves also to be preserved as a memorable instance of the inter- 
position of Divine Providence. 

Notwithstanding the clearest proofs of Athanasius's innocence, 
and that the whole course of his life was extremely opposite to 
such crimes as he was charged rvithf his enemies prevailed so far, 
that commissioners were despatched into Egypt to examine the 
matters of which he was accused. 

Egypt, where Athanasius ikiust have been best known, was faith- 
ful to her prelate. Forty-seven bishops of that country entered a 
protest against the injustice of the council, 'but in vain. The 
Arlan commissioners arrived at Alexandria* and endeavoured to 
extort evidence against him, by drawn swords, whips, clubs, and 
all engines. of cruelty.^ The Alexandrian clergy desired to be 
admitted to give evidence, but were refused. To the number of 
fifteen presbyters and four deacons, they remonstrated, but to no 
purpose. The Maraeotic clergy took the same steps, but to no 
purpose. The delegates returned with extorted evidence to 

* £^t« Synod. Alezan. Athan. 
24 
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Tfre, whence AtbanaBiui, who saw no justice waa to be bad, had 
fled. Tbey passed sentence, and deposed him from his bishop- 
ric."* 

<< From the jear 337 to the year 361, a controversy was carried ob 
between the church and the heretics, by arms ^d resources suit- 
ed to the genius of the parties ; those of the former were prayers^ 
treatises^ and preaching ; of the lalfer, policy, intrigue, persecu^ 
tion, and the friendship of the great* The most zealous support- 
ers of anti-scriptural sentiments seem 'far more disposed to culti- 
Tate the favour of men ofrankf than to labour in the work of the 
ministry among the bulk of mankind.'^t . 

^* The pagans took courage, and assisted the heretics in the 
persecution, saying, the Arians' have embraced our religiouM^ 
Al>ishop was found worthy tp support these proceedings, George 
of Cappadocii^ who began his usurpation in the year 356. 
Througn his influence^ supported by the secular arm, the friends 
of the Nicene faith were cruelly beaten, and some died under the 
anguish. A sub-deacon having been severely scourged, was sent 
to the mines, without being allowed time to dress his wounds, and 
he died on the road* Venerable aged bishops were sent into the 
deserts throughout Egypt, and Arianism reigned and glitiied it- 
self in blood. The episcopal otBce was sold to unworthy men; 
the profession of Arianism being the only requisite for theofficOiH 

Such was the spirit and conduct of Arians in ancient times, 
whenever their influence and power were dominant in the Christ- 
ian church. And from what we have witnessed in our own time% 
such, we have reason to believe, would be the spirit and con- 
duct of modern Arians^ or Unkarianst should they ever ac* 
quire^ which may God forbid, a dominant influence in this Christ- 
ian community. 

The spirit and artifices of modern Unitarians in this region, have 
been manifested in acts of persecution, not only against me, person- 
ally, in the instances brought into view in this pamphlet^ and in 
many others, which I omit here to specify^ but which I may have 
occasion hereafter to state ; but. also against Rev. Mr« Codm ai7,$ 
the Theological InstituticHi at Andover, Park Street C^rch m 
Boston, and its Pastor, the Rev. Dr. Griffin, in the recent at- 
tempts to prevent his obtaining a seat at the Board of Overseers 
of the College. In these prominent instances, and in ma^ny other 
ways, visible to attentive observers, has this spirit shown itself 
in occurrences of greater or less interest in this region, particu- 

• Miloef, p. W. to 81. Vol. U. t Ibid. p. 86. ♦ Athtn. ad Solit 'j) Ibid. p. 9S. 

(In reference to the sufferings of Mr. Codm^p^ a very respeetable aujd »mVtlt^ 
divine^ a distant observer only of his severe trials, io a letter to me, dated Dec. 3d^ 
1812, wriftesthus. •< Brother Godman too, is in the fire. Amid all the forms of 
bigotry, let me be saved from the bigotry of the U&eral^iy^ it »cope^ and b9 dQttbt» 
for nMOignaaee and ferocity, it would beat pop^ all hollow.'* 
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hvly for the last twenty years. The same scenes whkh were 
acted in past ages of Christianity, when heresies had obtained 
any considerable degree of influence in the Churchy are acting* 
oyer again in our times, wherever the like heresies have been in- 
troduced and obtained the same .degree of influence. As human 
liature remains the same corrupt nature stiU, tike causes will at 
all times produce like effects. Those who in different ages shall 
rise up openly and boldly to defend the truth against prevailing 
errors, may always expect to receive the like treatment from 
their adversaries. In times of trial and persecution for the truth's 
sake^ there will also always be fouqd, even among its friends, 
many of a faint heart, and of a timid and fearful spirit j some who 
will stand aloof Jn the day of battle. And it would not be singu* 
lar, if some were to be found, who, instead of strengthening! com* 
forting, and encouraging those who are willing to suffer in the 
cause of truth, will, by distant silence, reserve, and coldness, sink 
their spirits and chill their efforts. In the progress and event 
of this controversy, I hope J may not have occasion to repeat, 
as my qwn experience, an observation of a late acute, and dis- 
tinguished moralist and eminent divine, made in his own case; 
an observation not very honourable to human nature, vis^. <^ That 
the rage of enemies is always more active and more lasting, than 
the affection of friends.'^ He adds; <*It ofteh happens, that 
some who are very much pleased to find one stand forth as a 
champion for their opinions^ whether religious or political, and 
ready to go, as it Were, to the front of the battle, when their en- 
emies, smarting with the wounds he has given them, traduce and 
vilify his character, these esteemed friends often, in a great 
measure, give it up, and discover much complacency and satk- 
faction with themselves, that they had acted in a wiser, morepru- 
dent and cautious manner.'' 

5tb. In the preceding documents wilt be found, if I mistake 
not, abundant evidence, that the University at Cambridge hasr 
since the death of the late learned, amiable and excellent Presi^ 
dent WiLLARD, and his equally worthy contemporary. Professor 
Tappan, undergone an entire and very important revolutbn in 
its religious character. This is a fact, which I trust no one wtli 
undertake to deny. By those who*have effected this revolution, 
and who now control this institution, the change alluded to will 
be admitted, and probably gloried in* as a great improvement. 
Thetf doubtless so consider it. But others, who, I trust, are yet 
the great majority in New-England, who maintain, as the truth, 
the same faith with that of the pious and venerable Founders and 
subsequent Benefactors and Patrons of this Seminary, as well as 
of its successive Instructors and Governors down to the late 
President Willard, have very different ideas on this subject. 
They consider this change, as an unauthorized, unconstitutional^ 
and very injurious perversion of the funds of the institution ; as 
subverting the great and pious designs of its Founders and Bene- 
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factors ; as converting the means which thej had provided in 
their solicitude for the welfare of their posterif f, by their sacri- 
fices and their prayersy for the support of what they considered 
the pure faith of the Gospel^ into means for undermining and 
overthrowing this very faith ; as seizing by stratagem the Ar- 
mory, which they had established and furnished for the defence 
and security of Zion in this New World» and employing all its 
means for these purposes, to mar her beauty, destroy her foun- 
dations, and to lay her waste. 

Such views have somCf probably most of the orthodox, of this 
revolution; and with such views, they cannot contemplate its ef- 
fects, which are becoming continually, and in various events, more 
and more visible, without the deepest concern ; and I hope I may 
add, without the determination, on their part, to make the most 
vigorous and persevering exertions, by all lawful and proper 
fnean$$ to provide some effectual remedy against so great, so rad- 
ical, and alarming an evil. The friends of the orthodox faith will 
{)rove themselves unworthy of their ancestors, should they si- 
enlly and pusillanimously witness such corruption in the fountain 
of science, so piously established by them, whence our churches 
are to be supplied wilh Pastors, and the Commonwealth with leg- 
islators and magistrates. If poison be suffered to remain in the 
fountain, till the whole mass becomes impregnated, the streams 
must flow polluted, and the health of the community, watered by 
these streams, be necessarily impaired, and ultimately destroyed. 
If the fruits of this defection be such as we have witnessed dur- 
ing the first ten years, what are we to expect will be the religi 
principles of the next generation ? If such is the infancy of t 
tarianism among us, what will be its manhood,^ 

Should I be asked, whence these fears? Why this alarm? 
Where are the evidences of this defection frpm the ancient faith ; 
of this threatening change in the religious character of the Col- 
lege? I direct such inquirer to the evidence furnished in the pre- 
ceding pages. I point him to the Anthologv, a work edited and 
patronized by the leaders of the party, who effected this revolu- 
tion, and which ultimately sunk under the weight of its own sins. 
I point him to <' the General' Bepositort and Review,** the 
successor of the JnfAoIo^^,. possessing the same character and 
spirit, differing in little else than in its size and its name, and is- 
sued/rom the very walls of the College^ edited by one of its offi- 
cersy and supported by others of that body. I risk nothing 
when I assert, that the religious principles advocated in these 
works, are in direct hostility io the faith of the Founders of the 
College, and to that of a very large part of its respectable, and 
liberal benefactors ; and that one object of these publications 
was, and is,* to oppose, to render odious and ridiculous in the view 
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of the public^ pdy were it possible) to overthrow tbis faitbf and 
to introduce kiitsplace, what the orthodox have always considr. 
eredy another Gospel. 

1 point him also to the ^^ Improved version of the New Testa^ 
mentf^^ as it is styled, an edition of which has been published and 
sold in Botiton, under the auspices of those, who have a controlling 
intluence over the College. These publications, without adverting 
toother facts, which exist in abundance, sufficiently indicate^ that 
a great and important change has taken pjace in the religious 
character of the University ; and they indicate also^ the nature 
of that change. The tree is known by its fruits ; the fountaiUf 
by its streams. 

To its characterand state in any other respect, than that otrelig* 
ton, my observations are intended in no way to apply. I can, and 
I trust do, distinguish and approve every thing relating to that 
very importaiit Institution, which is commendable and useful. It is 
the influence which it has exerted, and will continue to exert, under 
its present administration, upon those doctrines of the Gospel, 
which constitute the great foundation of practical religion ; it is 
this influence on these doctrines, (which will be increased by all its 
literary reputation and great wealth,) that I deprecate, as one of 
the greatest evils in prospect, which can befall New-England. 
Wherever these doctrines have been, and shall be maintained, and 
inculcated, strictness and purity of life and manners have been, and 
of consequence, we may presume, will be exhibited, as.their natural 
effect. So far as religion has been concerned in forming the 
character of New-England, faith in these doctrines has produced 
the practical influence which has formed it. On the contrary, 
where these doctrines have been either neglected or disbelieved ; 
much more where they have been openly denied and opposed, 
and lax opinions, and a <^ pretended theory of moral virtue'' sub- 
stituted in their place ; the tone of morals has been lowered, and 
a deluge of profanity and immorality in practice, has immediately 
and invariably followed. 

liest I should be chained, as I have been indeed very unjustly, 
•wiihintoierancef in consequence of the manner in which I have 
advocated the orthodox faith, and spoken of its opposers, I here 
declare, and I think the declaration fairly reconcileable with 
every thing I have said, that however fixed may be my own faith, 
in any system of religious truths5 the right of private judgment 
and freedom of inquiry, I would wish should ever remain sacred 
and inviolable. In perfect consistency with this fundamental 
principle of protestantism, errors may be freely exposed, their 
apprehended consequences pointed out, and the public warned 
against them.^ 

* The first Christians, with the purest eharity to the persons of heretics, gave 
their errors no quarter, and discountenanced them hy every reasonable method. 
The heretics, on the contrary, endeavoured to unite themselves with Christians! 

If the Mme methods be at this day contiaaed, if the heretic endeavour to promote 
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I go still further. Had the partj, who planned aiid executed the 
.revolution in the College which we have been considering, left that 
Institution to proceed on the foundation upon which it was origi- 
nally established ; hadthej permitted its) liberal benefactions tobe 
employed for the purposes for which the pious Donors bestow- 
ed them, and with their own boasted wealth, learningt and talents,^ 
establishedi endowed, and organized a University on a plan suit- 
ed to their new opinions ; this would have been fair and ingen- 
uous. And, however I might have lamented the prevalence of 
error, which the existence of such an institution would have indi- 
catedf and might have felt it to be my duty, by alt proper means, 
to oppose such error, I certainly should have been one of the 
last men in the world, to have obstructed, by any such means 
as they have condescended to use in another case, the es- 
tablishment of such an Institution. No; it is because this 
partyi finding themselves in possession of the power, have 
taken this ^little ewe lamb^* of our pious forefathers, which 
they ** bought and nourished up, and it grew up together with 
them, and with their children,'* and was very dear to them ; and, 
'* sparing to take of their own flocks, and their own herds,*' cov- 
etous of their own wealth ; sacrificed, and ^^ dressed if," tograt* 
ify their lust of domination, and their pride of opinion ; and to 
aid them in accomplishing their designs against the faith of their 
ancestors. It is of this nnjust, this di8ingentU)U9 conduct of 
which we complain. 

6. It was from the apprehension of such effects from the prev- 
alence of Unitarian doctrines among Wf as have been brought in- 
to view in the preceding articles, and of the use that would be 
made of this revolution in the University, as to its religious char- 
acter, to produce these efi*ects, which led me, in the first instaiice, 
to oppose this revolution in the manner I did ; and by all the 
measures since adopted, to persist in this opposition. The same 
apprehension has induced me to make this publication, for the 
purpose of exposing, as fully as I am able, and thus endeavour- 
u)g to check, and as far as in me lies, to prev*ent these effects. 

I take this last step, as I did the first , at the election ^f Pro- 

}kh false religion by pretended eharitj^ and the Chrigtian stand aloof fk«m him, 
without dreading the charge of bigotry, eaeb aet in ebaraeter« as their predeeeMort 
did- The heretics by weakeoing men's attaohment to Christ, and the sehlsmaties 
by promoting a worldly and uncharitable spirit, each did considerable mischief ; but 
It was the less because Christians carefully kept themselTes distinot fh>m the heret- 
ieal, and thus set limits to the infection. 

' It has been of unspeakable detriment to the Christian religion, to conceive that all 
who profess it, are believers of it, properly speaking. Whereas very many are 
Christians in name only, never attending to the nature of the Gospel at «ll. Not a 
fev glory in sentiments subversive of its genius and spirit And there are still more 
who go not so far in opposition to godliness, yet by making li^ht of the whole work 
of grace on the heart, they are as/ plainly void ttf Christianity. Miloer's Chareh 
History, Vol. I, p. 146. 

• Seep. 7$» Rote. 
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feasor WarB) in full view of some, at least, of its consequences, in* 
respect to myselfJ The alienation and neglect of men of eminent 
standing in society, whose talents and virtues I had been wont 
to respect, whose hearts and influence were engaged to effect this 
reyolution, I anticipated in the first instance ; and my expecta- 
tions have been realized. But the attacks which have been made 
by them upon-my moral character, I did not expect. My feelings 
would have revolted at the anticipation of such treatment^ from 
such characters* Till I was actually called to witness, and to 
feel the effects of this sort of conduct, I would not believe them 
capable of it. This experience has taught me what I h^ve now 
to expect. My sufferings from these unworthy attempts to take 
from me my good name, and from the various and combined ef- 
forts to supplant my Geographical Works, and to lessen their rep- 
utation and sale, which I have endured in great part in secret and 
in silencef have not been inconsiderable. To what extent my ad- 
versaries may have it in their power hereafter to increase these suf- 
ferings, either of the one kind, or the other, now that the contest 
is transferred from ambushment, to the open field, cannot be 
foreseen. This advantage, not heretofore enjoyed by me, I shall 
have jn future ; the public now know, what they have not known 
till now, the cause of this controversy, and how it has been con- 
ducted hitherto, and will witness for themselves its future course, 
should it be continued. My adversaries will n6 longer be able 



to take shelter behind the shield^ which they have till now op- 
posed to me. Shiys 

gers. They mus Aow expose themselves in the open field, i 
their own persons. 

From this conflict, though I am aware that the whole strength of 
the opposition will now be called into action, I have no disposition 
to shrink, whatever may be my future sufferings. My great solic- 
itude is,, that I may be always gMided by that unseen, unerring: 
Hand, which manages all things in a right way ; and that if I must 
suffer, it may be for *^ well doing.^^ What I mav endure in the 
short remains of life allotted me in this world, is of small momenty 
provided, through my sufferings, dangerous errors shall be in any 
degree exposed and checked, and the cause of evangelical truth' 
be promoted. To serve and defend this cause, if my heart de« 
ceive m^ not, and for no other purpose^ I engaged in this contro- 
versy, which has now become public ; and for the sake of this 
cause, have I pursued it, in the manner 1 have done to this Ijme. 
I have conscientiously endeavoured so to conduct it, througlr 
every step of it, in the extremely delicate, difficult, and oft- 
times distressing circumstances, in which I have been placed by 
my ingenious and powerful adversaries^ as that, in the reflection,' 
my heart should not reproach me so long as I shall live ; nor upon 
the bed of death ; nov at the tribunal of my final Judge* 
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APPENDIX. 



The following Communication was sent to the editors of the 
**Giencral Repository,'* at the time of its date. One number of 
that work has since appeared, and this communication Las been 
passed by without publication, and without notice. I simply state 
these facts to the public, and give them the Communication it- 
self, and leave them to form their own opinion of the principles^ 
which must have actuated the ** liberaV* conductors of that work. 

The communication itself, and the treatment which it has re- 
ceived, furnish striking Specimens of ibe gentlemanly planners of 
some of the conductors of the present religious controversy, on 
the part of the Unitarians* 

TO THB EBITOBS OF THE G£X£BAL BEFOSITOBT A5D BBVIEW. 

Gentlemen, 

In the number of your work for Apiil9(Art. Btfa^p. 
387,) is the following passage* <' She, (qaeaning Miss H. AdaiMs) 
has at times experienced the (calamities of Authors. Her equita- 
ble claims to profit, were at one time cut ofi, not having been du- 
ly guarded, in consequence of her own want of experience, and 

t having been duly allowed, in consequently of mercenary cu- 
pidity/' [The Reviewer,^ in the above sentence, is supposed to 
allude to a transaction with a certain bookseller, the particulars of 
which are unknown to the writer.] " And again she was in danger of 
being supplanted in a fair and useful undertaking, by a sort of lit- 
erary craft f alike ungenerous and dishonourable.^^ In this sen- 
tence the Reviewer in known to have referred to the conduct 
of the Authors of the " Compendious History of New-England.'^ 

In the last No. of your work, for Jtily, (p. 222,) is the follow- 
ing sentence. "The name of the Collector of these stories, 
(meaning one of the Authors of the above named Compendious 
History,) has, we believe, been connected with that of Miss 
Adams, and with some transactions relating to this work (mean- 
ing her Abridged History of New-England) in a manner not 
quite so honourable to his character,** 

Such dark and calumnious insinuations, introduced gratuitously 
zudunnaturallj/y into the places which they occupy ; and evidently 
iTesigned to hold up to public reproach, as far as such insinuations 
pan do it, the characters at which they are aimed, cannot impart 
credit to a work, which, like yours, makes high pretensions to r^- 
spectdbilitj and liberality ; nor reflect any honour on the under- 
standings^ or dispositions, of their petulant authors. These insinua- 
tions are exhibited in a cowardly manner ; in a form, adapted to 
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make, in reference to those against whom they are aimed, an unfa- 
vourable impression on the minds of those of, your readers^ who 
are not acquainted with the state of facts ; but a form so indefi- 
nite, as to be incapable of particular refutation. All, therefore, 
that is necessarjf or practtcabiet indeed, to be done, in regard to 
these insinuations, is to saj, and I venture to say it without fear of 
contradiction, that they have no solid foundation, tJhat no facts 
exist which authorise thern^ and, of course, that t)iey are false 
and slanderous in their ncUUre^ " alike ungenerous and dishon^ 
ot/rafr/e," and disgraceful to the characters of their Authors. 

If these Authors, or either of them, feel tbemsehes injured by 
the above charges, and wiH definitely state aqy supposed facts, 
which, in their opinion, authorize their insinuations, and vrittgive 
their names with such statement, the writer of this article pledges 
himself, notwithstanding, to support his assertions with his 
name, as above stated. If after this public challenge, these ca- 
lumniators remain silent, or shall continue to utter their slanders, 
while they refuse the sanction of their names, the public will, of 
'course, be just, and infer their gt^ilt, aiyd this innocmce of those 
whom they thus slanderously accuse. 

As you have opened your pages to receive what some of your 
readers deem calumnious insinuations, you will not surely refuse, 
gentlemen, promptly to insert the antidote^ now offered against 
their baneful influence, and thus oblige 

One of the authors of the Compendious History of New^ 
England. 

Seft. 7, 181S. 

P.S. The anonymous writer of '^ notice of some publications 
in the Panoplist^^^^ is informed, that ^^the person who went 
about to collect these stories^** produced by the Editor of the 
Panoplist, in support of his charges against the patrons of the 
Improved Version, could tell one story about this business, and 
that only a simple* unvarnished narrative of all the facts whiclf 
relate to it, which would make this anonymous writer blush, if he 
be capable of blushing, for his impudence, and for the depravity 
or stupidity of his own mind, which be has betrayed, by per-, 
verting such facts, to so mean a purpose. If, MessVs Editors, 
your correspondent wishes to see a narrative of these fact8,.and 
you will give it a place in your worki it shall be furnished mi- 
nutely and faithfully, with the names of all concerned. If it 
should not much edify^ it would at least amuse your readers. 

I add one other remark on the communication before me. The 
iBditor of the Panoplist thought it fit to charge the ** liberal par- 
ty in Boston and the vicinity," with having " exerted themselves 
much, to obtain a circulation" for the <' Improved Version/* 

* See Repositorr. Jaljr, page SIS, SSI, l(c. and PaaopUflt, Vol. IX. p. 168, fce. 
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l^hifl wai resented bj i0ttie of the respectable clergf of fiostofi^ 
and vicinity, who considered themselves as belonging (o that par- 
Ij, as a gross slander upon their characters ; and the writer of 
this article was authorized to contradict the charge, as falsey so 
far as they were concerned, and to request the Editor of the 
Panoplist to contradict it ih his publication. 

Now the anonymous writer, above mentioned, informs *Mhe 
collector of these stories," (p. 221.) that the gentleman who im- 
ported the 100 copies of this << Improved Version," for free dis- 
tribuHonf (his character for charity forbids our supposing it could 
hate been for any other purpose) is *'a man distinguished for fais 
acts of charity and munificence," of (vhich this importation of 
100 copies of the << Improved Version," was doubtless one. 
Now why this gentleman should be so highly commended for do- 
ing the very thing, and in a more exceptionable form too, whicli 
the respectable clergy of Boston resent, when imputed to them, 
at a ^f gross slander, and injurious to their characters, is not easy 
for OS to determine. Surely an act of this kind, which respecta- 
ble clergymen deem sland^ous^ when imputed to them, woold 
not, in ordinary cases, be deemed an act of Commendable " char- 
ity and munificence," when done by a layman. Probably the 
parties thus put in opposition to each other, will not thank your 
correspondent for placing them in such a situation. We leave it 
to his ingenuity to vindicate himself^ by reconciling these seen- 
ing inconsisteociea. 
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